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jute mills of West Bengal from lst 
May, 1961; and 

(b) if 80, why and what steps have 
been taken to prevent it? 

The MID1ster of Indutry (Shri 
Manabbai Shah): (a) No, Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Indian Jute Mills AssociatiOR 

'-1947 {Shri P. C. Borooah: 
. Shrj Shre.e Narayan Das: 

:Will the Minister of Commerce and 
lndustry be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Ihe Indian Jute Mills 
Association has n·cenUy represented 
to Government to e allowed to under-
lak£' a block closure for about 15 days; 
and 

(b) if so, what is Government's 
t~cision in th£' matter? 

The Minister of Industry (Sbri 
Maaubhai Shah): (a) and (b). The 
Indian Jute Mills Association have 
discussed with Government the possi-
ble nt!ed to close jure mills for a short 
period in view of a serious shor1ale 
ot raw material. It was decided that 
the position should be reviewed in the 
latter half of May 1961, when the raw 
jute stock position and the proIpeCU 
{)f the next season's crop would be 
known a little more definitely. 

Shri Auroblndo Ohosal: May I 
kn(lw what steps arc being takt'n for 
stpplyinf( tht~ shortage of raw jute 

Jil. ~ich will be to thl' extent of 1 lakh 
blllf'~'  

8hri Manubhlll Shah: I have al-
I'l'lldy III id a ~tall lllt'nt on tht· Table 
of tht· H(lllS!' 011 4th March, 1961. 
whll'h duboratt'ly givt's thf' whole 
position of tht' \'uriolls stt'ps that tht' 
Gn\','rllIlH'nt ha\'e tukell, Thl' stl'PS 

partlculnrly R ... • to ntakt~ mort' raw 
malt'rials uvuilablt'. to permit to s.o ~ 

':'xtf'n( whatl'\'l'r is possible to be irn-
pOl"I'-'<I and to staf( (~  till' working 
hours so ns not to ~l' any serious 
un!'mplc>ymt'nt. . 

Shri P. C. ~rooah  May I know 
the circumstances under wl'ltth sueh 
block closure of jute mills became 
inevitable and whether that ci<lsure 
was actually effected? 

Sbri Mllilubbal Sbah: Not yeti the 
matter is under consideration. No 
closure will be effected without con-
sulting the Central Gtlvernment. 

Shri Sbree Narayan Da.s: May I 
know whether any assessment has 
been made as to the requirements of 
raw jute and the amount of consump-
tion? 

Shri Manubhai Shah: The shortage 
is about 121 per cent. 

Shri A. C. Ouha: Before any final 
deeision in this matter is taken, may 
I know whether Government will also 
take into consideration the stock posi-
tion of manufactured jute goods SO 

that e~port possibiiitil's may not be 
curtailed? 

Sbri Manubhai Shah: Yes, Sir. All 
the relevant factors will be taken into 
full consideration in consultation with 
the industry, labour. the West Bengal 
Government and ourselves. 
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Shri Rana'a: Are any steps being 
taken in consultation and collabora-
tion with the Food and Agriculture 
Ministry to step up the production of 
jute in Orissa and Andhra where at 
an earlier stage a larger ProductiOil 
was made possible by an assurance of 
economic prices for jute? 

Shri Manubhai Shah: All those 
steps are being taken. Every area 
which is good and vulnerable for jute 
production will be given all encour-
agement. 

8hr1 Ranga: Is it not a fact that the 
earlier practice has been abandoned 
and no assurance is being given to 
thos~ eople about payment of any 
stabilised price for jute? 

8br1 Manubhal Shah: I have already 
indicated that the ruling prices of 
jute have been the highest in record, 
and these are highly uneconomic 
prices. As my hon. friend Shri Guba 
pointed out rightly, nothing should be 
done in a manner which will jeopar-
dise the greatest foreign exchange 
earning commodity for the country, 
namely, jute and jute goodl. 

8hr1 AuobiDdo Gboal: May I know 
wbether any compensation will be 
liven to the workers In case the Jute 
milIa are closed, because they bave 
already luffered due to the power cut? 

81ar1 MaDabbal 8hah: All tboae 
relevant factors will be taken Into 
consideration. I may recall, Sir, that 
there is a standing agreement about 
all these matterl. 

81111 Hem Barae: In view of the 
fact that these mills have already 
IeIlled a certain percentap of 100m-
a,e and Government bave, at the l8JIle 
time, allO agreed to an additional 
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sealing of 8 per cent loomage, may I 
know wBeTher these steps are not 
adequate for the Mill Association and 
whether they are not creating artitlcJal 
conditions by closing down the mills? 

SIu1 Manubbai 8hah: Tbere baa 
been no closure, as I have already 
laid. All these matters will be pro-
perly considered before any decision 
Is taken. As a matter ot fact, unseal-
ing had taken place to some extent 
At one stage, as the House will re-
member, 19 per cent had been closed, 
and it has been reduced to 12 per cent. 
The working hours however had to be 
reduced. All these will be considered 
when the situation is reviewed. 

IDcUan Troops in Coap 

-liNe. ShrI D. C. Sharma: Will the 
Prime MlDJater be plealed to atate: 

(a) whether it is a tact that IndIan 
troops were prevented from enterinl 
NdjiU airport by the Congolese 
soldiers at gunpoint; and 

(b) if 80, the reactions of the Gov-
ernment of India thereto? 

The Deputy MbdiIer 01 ExterDa1 
Main (8brlmatl ' ....... ml MellOIl): 
(a) and (b). No, Sir. No such Incl-
dent as alleged seeml to have taken 
place at the NdjiU (Leopoldvllle) air-
port. 

IDcUaa Natlooall Ia Caba 

+ 

{
8br1 P. G. Deb: 

-1",-4. 8br1 ArjaD 81qb 
Bhadalll'la: 

Will the Prime MlaWer be pleued 
to state: 

(a) whether the Indian national. in 
Cuba are .afe; and 

(b) If 10, the details of the sam.? 

TIle Depair MiaJll&er of BstenW 
daln (8brlmatl ...... 1 ...... ): 
(a> and (b). Our Embassy in Wuhln,-
ton 11 takin, such action u is poulble 
but they have pointed out that it I. 
extremly difftcult to make enquIries 
owfn, to nterru~on of communlc:a-
tlon.. They have records of It per-

.... 




