B401 Oral Answers

Dr. K, L. Shrimali: Yes, Sir; books
will be published in basic sciences,

humanities, medicine, agriculture,
veterinary science, engineering and
technology.

Shri Nanjappan: May 1 know whe-
iher a list of medical books that
would be published as cheap editions
has been finalised and if so whether
any Indian firm has agreed to print
them?

Dr. K, L Shrimali: A list hag been
prepared, but it is a continuous
process. We will have to go revising
the list and adding to it.

Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know
if it is only with the American firms
that we are going to have such nego-
tiations or with other firms also for
the publication of such books?

Dr. K. L. Shrimali: As the House
is aware, T informed the House some-
time back that the Government of
the United Kingdom has alreadv
initinted action for the production of
low-priced books for use in India.
The first group of 23 books on scienti-

fic, engineering and technological
subjects ix now under production.
These books will be available at

one-third of the normal price. Some
American book: have alreadv gone
into production and more books will
be published.
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Iron, Steel and Stainless Steel for
Industrial Estate Unit in Andhra
Pradesh

*1232. Shri Osman Ali Khan: Will
the Minister of Steel, Mines and Fuel
be pleased to state:

(a) the basis of allotment of iron,
steel and stainless steel to the Indus-
trial Estate Unit set up after 1958 in
Andhra Pradesh;

(b) whether the present allotment
policy is the cause for the threat of
closure of the bulk of factories in the
Industrial Estates; and

(¢) what immediate steps Govern-
ment propose to take to remedy the
situation?

The Minister of Steel, Mines and
Fuel (Sardar Swaran Singh): (a) to
(). The required information is given
in the statrment as under:—

STATEMENT

There is no separate basis of allot-
ment of iron and steel and stainless
steel specially for the Industrial Estate
Unit set up after 1958 in Andhra
Pradesh. The basis of allotment of
iron and steel for all the States is the
same. There is no system of allot-
ment in respect of pig iron and indents
from all users are planned in full.
Indents in respect of most of the cate-
gories of steel are also planned in
full. Tinplates, wire and thinner
gauge sheets are, however, released
on quota certificates. For tool and
alloy steel except stainless stee] sheets
for utensil manufacture, import
licences are being issued by the Iron
and Steel Controller to actual users
to the full extent recommended by
the Directors of Industries of various
State Governments. While stainless
steel for utensil manufacture is being
released by the Iron and Steel Con-
troller from imported stocks accord-
Ing to availability, certain categories
of steel available from imported
stocks are also released by the Iron &
Steel Controller to small scale indus-
tries on the basis of Essentiality Certi-
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ficates issued by the Directors of
Industries. Actual user licences have

also been issued by the Iron & Steel
Controller for importing the scarce
categories on the basis of the recom-
mendations of the Directors of
Industries.

It is not a fact that the allotment
policy in respect of iron and steel is
causing a threat of closure of the bulk
of factories in the Industrial Estates
in Andhra Pradesh or anywhere else.

Shri Osman Ali Khan: The position
regarding the allotment of iron and
stec] explained in the statement to
the Industrial estate in  Andhra
Pradesh is fairly reassuring. But
regarding stainless steel, it is men-
tioned that allotments are made on
the basis of availability. May 1 know
what is the availability position,
because it is said that a small fraction
of the requirements—only 1 per cent—
of the industrial estate is being met
in this regard?

Sardar Swaran Singh: The hon.
Member would no doubt be aware
that stainless steel is not yet manu-
factured in the country. Therefore,
it has to be imported. With our
limited resources, of foreign exchange,
we cannot meet all the requirements
of stainless steel. Our general policy
is for industrial users, we try Lo meet
their full requirements of stainless
steel. By industrial users, I mean
those who usc it in factories and
manufacturing concerns. But where
stainless steel is used as a consumer
article, as for instance for conversion
into utensils, much as we would like
to help the units to get all their steel,
it is limited by the availability of
foreign exchange.

Shri Osman Al Khan: Stainless
steel is being allotted on the 1958
basis. But these units were set up
only after 1958 in Andhra Pradesh.

Sardar Swaran Singh: We announce
the policy every six months. The
current policy is going to be announc-

-ed. | would request the hon. Mem-
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ber to wait for a few days and he
will himself see the figures.

Shri Thanu Pillai: It has been
announced in today's newspapers.

Shri Mohammed Imam: Sometime
back the hon. Minister was pleased
to assure that stainless steel plant
and also ferro-alloy plant would be
started in the country and suitable
places would be selected. It was felt
at that time that the Bhadravati Iron
Works have gone far ahead and they
have been trying to produce samples
of stainless steel.  Seo, if the manu-
facturing scheme is entrusted to
Mysore Iron and Steel Works, it may
not need much foreign exchange and
they will be able to start the ferro-
alloy plant and the stainless steel
plant without much foreign exchange.

Sardar Swaran Singh: [t does not
arise ouy of this, but I will attempt
to answeor it because the hon, Member
has raiscd this question of Bhadra-
vati. So far as stainless steel and
spccial steel of high quality are con-
cerned, we have already taken a
decision and I have informed the
House that u stainless steel and high
quality special steel plant is going to
be sct up at Durgapur and the work
has actually started there. Indian
consultants are advising us on setting
up that plant. Even after that goes
into production, our estimate is that
the requirements of the country would
be more both in regard to stainless
stee] and also specin]l steel. There-
forc, we are considering proposals
from other parties including the
Bhadravati Iron and Steel Works for
sanctioning capacity for manufactur.
ing spccial alloy steel.  In  certain
cases we might be inclined to sanction
some capacity even for stainless steel.

Shri Thanu Pillai: Msy I know
whether in the case of new units in
industrial estates and other places the
basic period of 1958 will be waived
and they will be allotied some quota
or percentage to meet their require-
ments?

Sardar Swaraa Singh: That is a
matter of detail as to which years
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basic quota should be the basis of
allotment. The hon, Member has
reminded me that in this morning’s
newspapers the policy regarding
imports has already been announced.
1 do not know whether it has already
been announced or not. Let him look
into it and if he is not satisfied, let
him come to me. If there is any
hardship, 1 will try to remove it

Shri R. Narayanasamy: May I know
why one distributor in Calcutta
demands a premium of 12 annas per
1b. without any voucher from one firm
of Madras who has got an allotment
of nearly 32 tons? 1 have got a docu-
mentary evidence  concerning  this
with me?

Sardar Swaran Singh: 1f he has
done it, he has committed a crime. If
the hon. Member gives me the parti-
culars, we wiil make an investigation,

Shri Hem Barua: Sir, Question
No. 1234 is important. I may be
answered.

Shri Vajpavee: Quec ion 1232A s
also important. It may by answered.

Mr, Speaker: Shri Vajpavee,

Purchase of Alrcrafts from Russia
.+.

" Shri Vajpayee:

Shri Assar:

Shri Bibhuti Mishra:

. R Shri D. C. Sharma:

1232-A. Shri Subbiah Ambalam:

Shri G. K. Jedhe:

Shri Naldurgkar:

_ Shri Hem Raj:

Will the Minister of Defence be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that recently
Government have purchased aircrafts
from Russia;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢) when these aircrafts are to
come in India;

(d) whether Government  have
made any arrangement for training of
the pilots for these aircrafts; and
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(e) if so, the details thereof?

The Prime Minister and Minister
of External Affairs (Shri Jawaharlal
Nehru): (a) Yes.

(b) and (c). A number of transport
aircraft have been purchased from
Russia for the Border Roads Develop-
ment Board. A few of these are large
aircraft; some are smalleaircraft to-
be used by the Border Roads Develop-
ment Board as well as for transport
purposcs by the Air Force. Some
helicopters have also been purchased.
Thus far only two of the big trans-
port aircraft have arrived. Some
maore are expected later.

(d) and (e¢). Arrangements  for
training of [L.AF. personnel in the
use of this special aireraft have becn
made both in Russia and in India.

Shri Vajpayee: In reply to a similar
quection in the Upper  House, the
Prinwe Minister was pleased o state
that  these ‘planes are flying over
Atragetic arca and they are  being
accompaniecd by Russian pilots.  May
I know whether before purchasing
these  ‘plancs  from  Russia, any
approaches  were made  to other
friendly countries to se.l these planes
to India, I mean countries which have
not copied the Chinese map recently
showing Indian territory as territory
of China?

12 hrs.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: These air-
crafts were purchased after full
enquiry and investigation in various
countries when it was found that these
were much more suited, considerably
cheaper and the mode of payment was
much more advantageous to us,
because they are paid in trade terms
and foreign exchange is not involved.
But the main thing was they were
most suitable for high altitude flying
and they are good transport aircrafts
which can carry high loads. Because
of these various factors and the very
advantageous terms that we got from
the Soviet Government, we chose this.
All the flying, of course, will be done
nsturally by the Indian Air Force





