
Oral Answers PHALGUNA 10, 1882 (SAK A ) Oral Answers 232*4

are being taken to overcome this 
weakness?

8hri A. M, Thomas: It is not correct.

The Minister of Food and Agricul­
ture (Shri S. K. Palil): Government
are committed to colourisation the 
moment such a convenient colour is 
found. Therefore, there is no ques­
tion of any pressure arising.

Shri Joachim Alva: Government
has been taking such a enormous 
time in finding a colour. But that 
time, the rockets have reached the 
moon and are reaching the venus. 
May I know whether this delay is 
due to the powerful vanaspathi in­
terests headed by Lever Brothers?

Shri S. K, Fatll: If any colour can 
come from the rockets, we shall wel­
come it.

Shrl Harish Chandra Mathur: Have 
ti*» Government taken note of the 
vicious propaganda of the vanaspati 
manufacturers against colourisation 
even before this is conveyed to them 
and this propaganda is carried on even 
through the Government periodicals? 
I mentioned this last time and the 
Minister said that he had not looked 
into it May I hope that during these 
three months, he had looked into the 
matter as to whether the propaganda 
is carried on through the Government 
periodicals? What do they propose to 
do in the matter?

Shrl S. K. Pa ill: Any interested
party is bound to carry on propa­
ganda. The Government do not ap­
prove of such propaganda. But I do 
not know about the Government pub­
lications carrying on such a propa­
ganda If the hon. Member brings it 
to my notice, surely that will be 
taken care of.
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Diewllaatlon of Road Transport

+
f  Shrl Ram Krtohaa Gapta:

*428.  ̂ Shrl Fangarkar:
(_ Shri Kameabwar Taatla:

Will the Minister of Transport and 
Communication* be pleased to refer to 
the reply given to Starred Question 
No. 376 on the 23rd November, I860, 
state:

(a) whether Government have con­
sidered the proposal tor dieselisation 
of road transport; and

(b) if so, the result thereof?

The Minister of State In the Minis­
try of Transport and Communications 
(Shri Baj Bahadur): (a) and (b).
Commersial road transport througnout 
the world has been rapidly changing 
over from petrol to diesel-driven
vehicles during the last few years. In 
India also the production of petrol- 
driven vehicles has practically stopped 
and the four vehicles manufacturers 
are concentrating on the production 
of diesel vehicle* only. Conversion of 
the old petrol vehicles to diesel 
vehicles is also taking place. It to 
expected t h a t  by the end of the Third 
Five Year Plan the large majority ei 
th« a a — d ri veMdas operating in 
the country win be illaaal drlrssi
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Shri Run Kristian Gupta: May I
know whether the Government have 
received any proposal from the Natio­
nal Council of Applied Economic Re­
search in this connection?

Shri Raj Bahadur: They undertook 
a study of this question and they 
have generally advised that we should 
change over to diesel-driven vehicles 
as early as possible

Shri Kasliwai: When crude oil is 
refined in the oil refineries, there is 
only a certain percentage of diesel oil 
that is obtained. There is some per­
centage of kerosene and also some 
percentage of petrol. Since the hon. 
Minister says that we should go fast 
with the dieselisation of the road 
transport, has he any intention of im­
porting diesel oil?

Shri Raj Bahadur: The use of diesel 
definitely provides much more effi­
cient operation of transport vehicles; 
there is not the least doubt about it. 
That is why and for many other 
factors also—the transport operators 
are finding it desirable to change over 
from petrol to diesel. That is an in­
evitable process. But the hon. Mem­
ber is quite right and there is an im­
balance in the production of motor 
spirit as against diesel and that im­
balance increases as we increase the 
number of refineries and the produc­
tion in the refineries.

Shri Kasliwai: What about imports?

Shri Raj Bahadur: I have already 
replied to i t___(Interruptions).

The Prime Minister and Minister of 
External Affairs (Shri Jawaharlal 
Nehru): May I say that the question 
which the hon. Member has raised is 
an important question and it is re­
ceiving our full attention.

Shri Harish Chandra Mathur: The
hon. Finance Minister has clearly 
stated on the floor of this House that 
it is his policy to see that there is a 
switch over from diesel to petrol and 
his taxation proposals are framed with

that point of view. Now, just the 
opposite is being said by the hon* 
Minister of Transport and the Minis­
try of Commerce and Industry is also 
following that course. May I know 
how the position is reconciled?

Shri Raj Bahadur: Reference has 
been made to a study made by the 
National Council of Applied Economic 
Research and I referred to the recom­
mendations and findings in that re­
port. Truly, it is our earnest desire 
that as far as possible we Should use 
the motor spirit that we have got in 
our country and that was what the 
Finance Minister implied. That does 
not mean that we should not change 
to diesel progressively.
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