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Shri Hem Barua: The hon. Defence
Minister says that there are no words
of Gen. Thimayya quoted.

Mr, Speaker: That is not a point of
order.

Shri Hem Barua: I am coming to
it.

Mr. Speaker: I have heard him.
Next gquestion, Shri Sharma,

Shri Nath Pai: But you
really allow a supplementary.

should

Overcrowding in Colleges and
Universities

Sh.ri-';). C. Sharma:
Shri Ramji Verma:
* ) Shri Ajit Singh Sarhadi:
( Shri Hem Raj:

Will the Minister of Education be
pleased to refer to the reply given to
Starred Question No. 347 on the 11th
August, 1960, and state the further
progress made in the proposal to in-
troduce a suitable test for admission
to universities with a view to reduc-
ing overcrowding in colleges and
universities?

The Minister of Information and
Broadcasting (Dr, Keskar): The
‘matter is still under the considera-
‘tion of the University Grants Com-
mission.

Shri D. C, Sharma: This very reply
was given on the last occasion, and
the same reply is being repeated
today. May I know whether any
progress, slight or big, has been made
in the direction of a solution to this
problem?

Dr. Keskar: I have said that the
University Grants Commission is
considering it. The point of the
Commission is that this is a very im-
portant matter in which the whole
procedure that is at present prevail-
ing will have to be changed, and it
should only be changed after very
careful consideration.

This was also discussed at the Edu-
cation Ministers’ Conference, and
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then all the State Governments were
asked for their views; some have
given their views, while some have
not. All these views have been put
before the Commission. The latest
position is that the Commission feels
that the new national service scheme
might also have an influence on this
matter, and, therefore, it is Dbetter
to wait until that scheme itself be-
comes more concrete, and then they
would study it and give their final
decision.

Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know
whether the Vice-chancellors of the
Indian Universities have also been
consulted on the subject, and if so,
their reactions to this proposal that
there should be a test for admission
to universities?

Dr. Keskar: I have not got the
views of the Vice-chancellors, but 1
am sure the commission will ulti-
mately,—if it has not already done
so,—consult the Vice-chancellors in
such an important scheme as this.

Shri Ajit Singh Sarhadi: In view
of the importance of the subject, is
there any proposal under considera-
tion that this should be entrusted to
a committee of experts who should
be asked to give their proposals?

Dr. Keskar: That is exactly being
done now. A committee has been ap-
pointed which is preparing definite
proposals, but, as I said, the commis-
sion feels that the scheme of national
service might impinge on this, and
they would like both the things to
be considered together.

Shri Ajit Singh Sarhadi: May I
know the personnel of this com-~
mittee?

Dr. Keskar: I have not got it here
with me. It is a working group of
educationists, administrators, defence
experts and others.
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Shri Kalika Singh: In view of the
report of the University Grants Com-
mission that the student population
in the universities has grown to 9
lakhs, and they would require 200
universities in India, may I know
whether the Government of India are
considering the question of opening

200 universities or some number near
about that?

Dr. Keskar: It is obvious that this
proposal to have a test and to limit
the number of students in the univer-
sities is under active consideration,
but, at the same time, it cannot be
decided in an erratic manner, And
that is the reason why the commission
is evolving definite and reasonable
proposals, so that the students who
are best suited may get admission to
the universities.

Shri Hem Barua: In view of the
fact that a test is under active con-
sideration for the entry of students
into the universities, may I know whe-
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ther steps to absorb the surplus popu-
lation of students at the post-matric
stage are also under active contem-
plation of Government?

Dr. Keskar: The utilisation of
those who want to get admission to
universities for some other type of
useful education can be separately
considered.
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Ex-Controller of Defence Production

*531. Shri S. M. Banerjee: Will the
Minister of Defence be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a
Major-General who was the Con-
troller General of Defence Produc-
tion has resigned and taken up ap-
pointment in a private firm;

(b) whether necessary permission
was accorded to him; and

(c) the number of army  officers
who joined private firms after retire-
ment during the period from 15th
August, 1947 to 1st August, 19607





