
12SS Written Amwers KARTIKA 30, 1882 (SAKA) Written Amwers 12S6 

Steel Plants 
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Will the Minister of Steel, Mines 
aDd Fuel be pleased to state: 

(a) what steps Government have 
taken to maintain the plant level pro-
duction in the steel plants of Bhilai, 
Rourkela and Durgapur by stepping 
up 1lb.e supply of iron ore and coke; 
and 

(b) what are the results? 

The MinIster of Steel, Mines and 
Fuel (Sardar Swaran Singh): (a) and 
(b). I lay a statement on the table of 
the House. 

STATEMENT 

In a statement which I made on 
the 7th September, 1960 I stated the 
position. about. pz'oouction of pi~ ~n 
and steel in Rourkela and Bhil81. I 
am glad to inform the House that as 
a result of various steps taken by 
Government, the supplies of "oal have 

been steadily improving since then. 
MeC'hanised operation of Iron Ore 
mines has commenced in Rajhara and 
Ba:rsua for the Bhilai and Rourkela 
steel works. It will take some months 
for full production to be reached. 
Until this is reached iron ore will 
be obtained manually from Rajhara 
for Bhilai and from market mines for 
Rourkela to supplement supplies from 
the mechanised mines. It has been 
agreed that the necessary railway 
transport for the movement of raw 
materials to all the steel plants will 
be provided. Accordingly, the third 
coke oven battery in Bhilai and the 
second coke oven battery in Durgapur 
were lighted on the 12th October 1960 
and the corresponding blast turnacoes 
will be commissioned towards the end 
of December ll1eO. 

In Rourkela, supplies for coal can 
no longer be regarded as the limiting 
factor. The main plate mill and the 
pipe plant are in operation but the 

. continuous strip mill will go into 
production only early in 1961. Expe-
rience in othe:r coun·tries shows that 
it takes longer to pick up production 
on such a mill than in ordinary sheet 
mills. Because of this, it is proposed 
to determine the date of commission-
ing of the third blast furnace after 
watohing for some weeks 1!b.e pace at 
which the rolling programme gathen 
momentum. Howevl!!', as the furnace 
is ready and as no difficulty is fore-
seen in maintaining supplies at raw 
materials, it can be eornmissioned 
whenever required. 
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.!1' .r Shri W rlor: 
"\. Shrl Vasudevan Nair: 

Will the Minister of Steel. Mines 
and Fuel be pleased to state: 

(a) whe1lb.e:r the Rumanian Gov-
ernment had submitted the prototype 
of oil rlrilling machinery for India; 
and 

(b) ~O. -whether Government have 
already placed orders? 

TIle Minister of Mines and on (Slut 
1[. D. Malaviya): (8)'ami .(1:7). Two' 




