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The Deputy Minister of Railways
(8hri 8. V. Ramaswamy): (a) It is
possible that passengers intending to
buy tickets at Munabae for West
Pakistan may be experiencing some
delay, but their waiting for several
hours for purchasing the tickets has
not come to our notice.

(b) while tickets are issued from
stations in India direct to Barmer,
similar facility from stations on West
Pakistan does not obtain.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: Has
the Government requested the Pakis-
tan Government to make available to
our passengers direct tickets from
their side?

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: It is for
them to make a request.

Cuddalore-Salem Road as a National
Highway

+
( Shrimati Parvathi
*1068.{ Krishnan:
| Shri Nagi Reddy:
Will the Minister of Transport and
© ications be pl d to state:

(a) whether the Madras Govern-
ment have requested the Centre to
declare the Cuddalore Salem road as
a National Highway; and

(b) if so, the action taken thereon?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Transport and Communications
(Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) No, Sir.
‘This road is, however, included in the
expanded system of National High-
ways suggested in the Report of Chief
Engineers on Road Development Plan
for India (1961—81), which has been
prepared after taking into considera-
‘tion the views of the various States
regarding expansion of the National
Highway system.

(b) The detailed consideration of
the Report of Chief Engineers has
been deferred till the receipt of the
Report of the Committee appointed
by Government to examine the ques-
tion of co-ordination between the
different means of transport and long-
term policy issues involved in their
future development.
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Shrimati Parvathi Krishnan: In
view of the importance of this road
which would link Neyveli with Salem
may I know whether Government is
considering the taking up of this work
as early as possible?

Shri Raj Bahadur: This road is a
State road. As I have just now said,
we have got limited funds at our dis-
posal so far as the expansion of the
Highway is concerned. In fact, with
the provision that we have got in the
Third Plan it is difficult to say at
this stage whether we can expand the
system any bit. But this point about
its importance, is already under the
consideration of the Madras Govern-
ment.

Motor Transport Industry

*1069. Shri Tangamani: Will the
Minister of Transport and Communi-
cations be pleased to refer to the reply
given to Unstarred Question No. 2042
on the 17th March, 1959 and state:

(a) whether the investment in
Motor Transport Industry has increas-
ed during the past 18 months;

(b) if so, by how much;

(c) what is the amount invested at
present; and

(d) how many persons are employ-
ed in the industry?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Transport and Communications
(Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) Yes.

(b) According to rough estimates,
the investments has increased by
Rs. 266 crores during the years 1957-
58 to 1959-60.

(c) Roughly Rs. 912 crores (as on
31-3-1960).

(d) According to an estimate made
by the National Council of Applied
Economic Research, the total number
of persons who found employment in
the road transport industry, in its
broad sense, was about 24 lakhs dur-
ing the year 1957-58. Information in
respect of the number of persons em-
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ployed in the industry at present is
not yet available.

Shri Tangamani: May I know whe-
ther following the report of the Jha
Committee steps will be taken for
the manufacture of baby cars and,
if so, whether it will be in the private
sector or in the public sector?

Shri Raj Bahadur: That question
may be addressed to the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.

Shri Indrajit Gupta: How much of
this investment in this industry is in
the State sector and how much is in
the private sector?

Shri Raj Bahadur: That information
is not with me.

Shri Tangamani: On a previous oc-
casion we were told that the revenue
estimate was of Rs. 94'5 crores both
for the Central and the State Gov-
ernments for the year 1958-59. May
we know whether this has increased
during 1959-60 and, if so, by how
much?

Shri Raj Bahadur: It is already
showing trends of an increase from
year to year. There is not the least
doubt about it.

Shri Shree Narayan Das: May I
know whether the National Council
of Applied Economic Research has
made a study of this industry and
whether they have made any sugges-
tions? If so, what are the important
suggestions?

Shri Raj Bahadur: At our instance
they undertook a study of motor
transport on three particular points,
namely, firstly, the employment
potential; secondly, the contribution
of the motor transport industry to the
national exchequer, that means the
revenues of the State Governments as
well as of the Central Government,
and, lastly, the importance of road
transport for economic development,
that is, development of industries.

Shri Tangamani: May I know whe-
ther the Government has been ap-
proached by any of the private indus-
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trialists, like Shri TVS, Madurai, for
halping them in setting up motor
transport industry in the South, parti-
cularly, in Madurai?

Shri Raj Bahadur: Such requests
are made to the State Governments
from time to time. As the hon.
Member is aware, transport is a con-
current subject and the executive res-
ponsibility in regard to development
of transport vests with the State Gov-
ernments. I am sure, any such re-
quest received by the State Govern-
ments should be receiving the proper
attention. '

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: The figure
that has been given out for invest-
ment in the road transport industry
is Rs. 266 crores. May I know if this
investment is only on road transport
industry or it is on the motor indus-
try as well? May I also know the
public sector percentage?

Shri Raj Bahadur: The investment
in the public sector, I will not be
able to give. This is motor road
transport industry.

Shri Pahadia: In view of the fact
that a large number of persons are
employed in that industry, may I
know whether the Government pro-
pose to nationalise the industry?

Shri Raj Bahadur: That is a very
difficult question. But, we would like
to wait for the advice of the Neogy
Committee on this particular question
ag well, whether nationalisation can
be increased and, if so, to what ex-
tent and to what sectors.
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