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Shrimati Rennka Ray: Is this study 
that is to be introduced in the 
primary and secondary schools on 
co-operatives going to be merely 
theoretical or is it to have some prac-
tical application also? How can any 
theoretical study of cooperatives be 
d muoh use to children of that age 
group? 

Shri B. S. Murthy: It is both 
theoretical and practical. Theory is 
ta ugh t in the classrooms in the schools 
and students are persuaded to have 
co-operative canteens, co-operative 
societies and to purchase books, 
pencils, s"lates e~c. through co-opera-
tive societies attached to the primary 
or secondary schools. 

Shri Ansar Harvani: Has the Minis-
try only issued a pious appeal to the 
State Governments or has it also sent 
a curricuium and syllabus to them' 

The Minister of Community Deve-
lopment and Co-operation (Shrl S. 1[. 
Dey): It is being very vigorously 
pursued. We realise it very fully. 

.... r. !SpeaKer: The hon. MemD". 
wanted to know whether any sylla-
bus has been prepared and sent round. 

Sbri S. K. Dey: The State Govern-
ments have formulated syllabi for 
individual States, and the Centre is 
also trying to help them. 
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Sbri S. K. Dey: We have an elabo-

rate plan for the Third Five Year Plan 
in this behalf. 

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Minister 
must say whether he is going to train 
a number of people. 

Shri S. K. Dey: That is exactly 
what I have said, Sir. There is an 
elaborate pian for the training of the 
teachers in the primary and secon-
dary schools. 
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Mr. Speaker: Next question. 

Shri Kodiyan Tose-

M!'. Speaker: I am sorry. There are 
a number of questions. We are not 
progressing at all. Next question. It 
is also important. 
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Locust Invasion 

+ r Sbri M. L. Dwivedi: 
I Sbri Anirudh Sinha: 

I Shr~ Warior: 
Sbn P. K. Deo: 

i Shri Rami Reddy: 
I Sbri Vasndevan Nair: 
~ Shri Nap Reddy: 
I Sbri V. P. Nayar: 
I Sbri Amjad AU: 
1 Dr. Ram Snbbag SiDCh: 
i Sbri Racbnnath Sincb: 
I Sbri Kalika Sinch: 
L Sbri Inder J. Malhotra: 

Wil'j the Minister of Food and Acri-
culture be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any State or States in 
the country had to face locust 
im'asion during the period between 
May and July, 1960; 

(b) if sO, the names of such States 
and the Joss incurred; and 

(c) the action taken by Govern-
ment to prevent future invasions? 

The Deputy Minister of Agriculture 
(Sbri M. V. Krisbnappa): (a) and (b). 
Yes, Sir. The locust swarms have 
moved into the Punjab, Delhi, Rajas-
than, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh 
and Gujarat. The reports in regard 
to the loss caused by these locust 
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swarms are still awaited. It is, how-
ever, expected that the damage to 
the crops is very negligible. 

(c) A statement is laid on the Table 
of the Lok Sabha. 

STATEMENT 

The entry of locust swarms into 
India cannot be prevented, but suit-
able measures have been taken to 
fight the locust menace on the Indian 
soil. The locust swarms, which have 
appeared in India, have their origin 
in the countries to our west and in 
many of them there was heavy locust 
breeding during the last winter and 
spring. With a view to minimising 
their intensity, the Government of 
India participated for the sixth year 
in succession during 1960, in an inter-
national anti-locust campaign organis-
ed by the Food and Agriculture Orga-
nisation of the United Nations by 
deputing a self-contained Anti-Locust 
Mission of 21 persons to Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait. 

Infiltration of locust swarms in 
India is mainly through the Rajas-
than desert. The Locust Warning 
Organisation, which is responsible for 
the locust. control operations in the 
desert areas of the Punjab, Rajasthan 
and Gujarat over an area of about 
82.000 sq. miles, has been adequately 
strengthened and necessary stocks of 
locust poison and machines have been 
distributed at all the 41 locust out-
posts t.o organise control operations 
against locust eggs, hoppers and 
settled swarms. 

Wireless sets, which have already 
been installed at the various strategic 
points, are being used for locust 
intelligence and to maintain a close 
liaison for control measures. Aero-
planes are also being used for under-
taking aerial operations, as and when 
requires. 

The States adjoining Rajasthan 
have also taken adequate steps to 
destroy locust in their respective 
territorip.s. 
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Shri M. V. Krislmappa: These 

locusts occur in cycles. This cycle is 
the third cycle in the course of thirty 
years, and it started this year. It is 
not as though we are taken by sur-
prise. We were told and we knew that 
these locusts would enter into India, 
in winter itself. So, we prepared 
since then and warned all the States, 
and our locust squads were prepared 
to combat this menace. And we were 
very successfully combating them, 
killing all the swarms and laying of 
eggs and hoppers. Even with the help 
of the school children in Rajasthan 
and Punjab, in the deserts we are 
killing these locusts. 
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Shri M. V. Krishnappa: There are 
four or five vulnerable States for these 
locusts, adjoining the Pakistan border, 
namp!v Rajasthan, Gujarat, Punjab 
and parts of U.P. also. In those States 
we have forty-one locust warning 
outposts. All of them have units to 
combat these locusts, and are fully 
equipped. We have two aeroplanes. 
Both the aeroplanes are working near 
Jodhpur now, and we are confident 
that we will not allow any locusts to 
lay eggs to breed in the desert. We 
are killing all of them, and we are 
completely combating this situation. 

Shri Kasliwa1: Previously we were 
told that the Government of India was 
having spraying planes and some kind 
of powder was being sprayed over 
these locusts in the foreign countries 
adjacent to our borders. May I know 
whether such a StliP was taken this 
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time and as to whether those coun-
tries have fully co-operated with us 
in this respect or not? 

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: Yes, the 
hon. Member is correct. If locust 
swarms come to India it is not on 
account of our fault; it is on account 
of the fault of the neighbouring coun-
tries. In the Arabian desert and in 
Pakistan they do not combat it in 
time, and these locusts enter into 
!ndia. This time we had senl our 
special squads to Saudi Arabia and 
~uwait. Twenty-one members of our 
Locusts Wing went there in time, and 
in collaboration with those countries 
and the F.A.O. there was a campaign 
starting from January itself to kill 
these and a lot were killed there. But 
in s~ite of that, sixty swarms have 
entered here. We have killed them 
and we are completely killing them 
here. 

Shri Vasudevan Nair: The hon. 
lIlinisler stated that. the locusts are 
mainly coming from the Pakistan 
deser,s. Is it not possible to have 
some joint defence arrangement so as 
to prevent these invasions? 

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: In fact, the 
hon. Member should know that under 
the F.A.O. there is a joint defence 
organisation to combat the locust 
menace, in which al'l the Middle East 
countries are united, and we have 
every year sent-this is the sixth year 
and we have sent this year also--our 
squad in succession to combat this 
menace in those countries themselves. 

Maharajkumar' Vijaya Anand: Will 
helicopters be used for this purpose, 
to drive away the locusts with the 
new type of sprayer? 

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: We have 
only twO small aeroplanes which we 
are using. As regards the question of 
using helicopters, I am not an expert 
and I do not know whether a heli_ 
copter will be useful in this opera-
tion, because they have to move very 
fast, leaving the gas and doing dust-
ing. 

Shipping Rates 

+ . 
.173 f Shri Raghunath Smgh: 

'\" Shri Ram Krishan Gupta: 

Wi'jj the Minister of Transport and 
Communications be pleased to state: 

(a) whether a high level meeting of 
shipping int.erests in overseas trades 
represented on the Transport and 
Communications Ministry's Consulta-
tive Committee was held in New 
Delhi in the second week of May to 
consider regulation of shipping rates; 
and 

(b) if so, the result of the meeting? 

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Transport and Communications 
(Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) and (b). 
Perhaps the Hon'ble Members are 
referring to the Consultative Com-
mittee of Shipping Interests in Over-
seas Trades, which held its 8th meet-
ing in New Delhi on the 12th May, 
1960. One of the items discussed at 
the meeting was a proposal that Gov-
ernment should take statutory powers 
to regulate freight rates in overseas 
trades on the lines of the American 
Law On the subject. The discussions 
were of a general nature, intended 
mainly to elicit the views of ship-
owners. and no firm conclusions were 
reached. The proposal is under 
further consideration and will be dis-
cussed again a t the next meeting of 
the Committee. 
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