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Shr! Damanl: May I know whether 
it is a fact that at present the prices 
of ships have gone down considerably 
and there are many ships available 
for ready delivery? If so, may I 
know whether Government is con-
templating to purchase some ships to 
bring these foodgrains or to allow 
private companiea to purchase some 
ships for saving foreign exchange? 

Shri BajBahadur: It is true that 
these days it is a buyer's market so 
far as the purchase of ships is con-
cerned and ships are definitely avail-
able at low. prices comparatively 
speaking. But the question is how 
far can we spare to buy ships aRd 
that matter is exactly under examina-
tion now. 
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Shrimati Rena Chakravartty: 
wanted to know whether the rates 
which are being quoted by the 
American shippers are much higher 
than those average rates quo!:ed by 
other shippers; and, if so, how much. 

Shri Raj Bahadur: I think the Food 
Minister have already given out that 
they would like to go by the world 
freight rates in this behalf and that 
is the rate that I just now quoted, 
that is, about £3 per ton, at the 
moment. This is, of course, a fiuctuat-
ing rate; it may go up or go down. 

Shri Hem Baraa: May I know 
whether it is a fact that only 6 to 7 
per cent of the cargo of 17 million 
tons of foodgrains from U.S.A. is pro-
posed to be lifted by Indian shipping? 
If so, after Indian shipping is expand-
ed as is proposed ;.0 be done, what 
percentage this proposed expansion is 
likely to cover? 

Shri Raj Bahadur: We have not 
fixed or even calculated what per-
centage the Indian shipping will -be 
able to li,t out of the entire cargo. 
That would depend upon the number 
of ships available to us and that is a 
point on which I cannot give a 
specific answer unless I know how 

much financial resources we can 
mobilise for the purpose. 

Shri Hem Barua: If I am not 
mistaken, the Food and Agriculture 
Minister made a statement like this 
that 50 per cent would be lifted by 
American ships and out of the olliei" 
50, 6 to 7 per cent is likely to be 
lifted by Indian shipping and tile rest 
by other ships; and in that context 
I put this question. 

The MInister of Food aDd A&ricul-
ture (Shri S. K. PatH): I never made 
a statement like that. The fact is 
that under the American law 50 per 
cent has to be carried by the Ameri-
can bottoms and the remaining 50 per 
cent is entirely at our disposal. It 
depends upon our capacity to bring 
it. Six to seven per cent is the 
average that I have been Beeing for 
the last 2 or 3 years. That is the 
averalle we bring. That does not 
prevent us to increase that percentage. 
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Mr. Speaker: The same thing was. 

asked by Shri Raghunath Singh. 

Short Supply of Wagoas 

+ .,' J Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: . l Shri Rami Reddy: 

Will the Minister of RaUways be' 
pleased to state: 

<a) the reasons for the short supply 
of covered wagons for the transport 
of rice from Andhra region to Kerala 
via Vijayawada and Madras during 
the month of April, 1960; 

<b) ,the number of wagons required 
and the number actually allotted 
during that month; and 




