LOK SABHA DEBATES

First day of the Eleventh Session of Second Lok Sabha

LOK SABHA

Monday, August 1, 1960/Sravana 10,
1882 (Saka)

—_—

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock.

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]
MEMBER SWORN
Shri  Indrajit Gupta (Calcutta-
South West).
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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(a) to (c¢). The Prime Minister
was invited to lunch by Presi-
dent Ayub Khan in London on
May 4, 1960. There were no lengthy
talks, and the questions of security
and defence or Kashmir were not
mentioned then.

(d) The Prime Minister would wel-
come opportunities of meeting Pre-
sident Ayub Khan again whenever a
suitable opportunity arises.
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Shri SupaksT: What were the prin-
cipal subjects of discussion?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: None, Sir.
There were no principal subjects;
there were only subsidiary subjects.

Shri Tyagi: In view of the long-
lasting stalmate conditions obtaining
in our relations with Pakistan, are the
External Affairs Ministry taking any
initiative in resolving the issues in-
volved between us?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: The issues
are rather spread out, some dealing
with finance, the Finance Ministry,
and they are constantly in correspond-
ence. One of the major issues that
we are dealing with is canal waters.
That, of course, is going on now. The
final talks about that we have been
hoping during the last two or three
months v.ould be finalised. In fact, so
far as all the major issues are con-
cerned, they were finalised; there was
some argument about the interim
period. I was under the impression
that that too was practically over.
But evidently it is not quite over yet.
The moment that is over, then that
issue will, hope, be settled.
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Shri A. M. Tariq: May I know if
the question of transfer of the India
Office Library was discussed between
the Prime Minister of India and Field
Marshal Ayub Khan and, if so, what
will be the nature of transfer of the
Library?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: My col-
league, the Minister of Cultural
Affairs is more in contact with that.
I understand he had some talks. More
or less, the position taken up by the
Pakistan Government and the Gov-
ernment of India is the same; and we
have put our views across to the
United Kingdom Government.

Shri P. G. Deb: May I know whe-
ther it is a fact that the President of
Pakistan had recently announced his
keenness to meet our Prime Minister
for a quick settlement of all out-
standing issues with India?

Mr. Speaker: It is a general ques-
tion. Shri Panigrahi.

Shri Chintamoni Panigrahi: May I
know whether the proposal sent for-
ward by the President of Pakistan
for a joint defence of India
has been completely rejected by the
Prime Minister, or it is still under
consideration?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: There is no

_ question of rejection, as there was no

question of the proposal being sent to
us even. There have been references
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to this in speeches and the rest. And
it has been pointed out, equally in-
formally, that this involves some kind
of similarity of foreign policies and
approaches. Obviously, when one
country is lined up with a particular
bloc and the others unaligned, it
creates some difficulties in approach-
ing foreign policy questions. So far
as the defence question is concerned,
the immediate question of defence as
such does not arise, geographically
and otherwise. But it would be an
obvious advantage to both countries
if any tension that exists between
them is removed.

Sardar Ajit Singh Sarhadi: May I
know whether any suggestion has
come, directly or indirectly, from the
Pakistan President on the with-
drawal of the demand of plebiscite in
Kashmir?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: It is rather
difficult for me to reply to questions
based on some statements made by
individuals. I had no information
about it, of the slightest kind.
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Raja Mahendra Pratap: Why waste
time about petty questions? Is it not
better to speak about rejoining the
two parts of the country?

Mr. Speaker: Shri Banerjee:

Shri S. M. Banerjee: May I know
whether the Prime Minister had any
informal talk with the President of
Pakistan regarding the use of Pakis-
tan air bases by the United States
and, if so, what was the reaction of
Mr. Ayub Khan to the same?
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Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: There was
no talk on that subject, formal or in-
formal.

Shri Hem Barua: May I know whe-
ther the attention of our Prime Minis-
ter has been drawn to an— article
written by Gen. Ayub Khan in the
Foreign Affairs Quarterly, June, Issue,
wherein he has accused Indian leader-
ship with lack of a spirit of realism
and justice and if so whether this
accusation also came up when our
Prime Minister met Gen. Ayub Khan
and discussed certain subsidiary topics
with him?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I regret I
have not read the article in question.
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Shri B. C. Kamble: May I knov'v
whether the Prime Minister would
be pleased to give an indication as to
within how much time the Kashmir
problem will be solved?

Shri®Jawaharlal Nehru: I can’t.

Mr. Speaker: We are confining the
questions to the talks that went on.
Next question.

“Peking Review”
_i_
Shri P. G. Deb:
*2. Shri Arjan Singh
Bhadauria:
L Dr. Ram Subhag Singh:

Will the Prime Minister be pleased
te state:

(a) whether Government have seen
advertisements of “Peking Review”





