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being baulked by the traders, who
were interested in creating artificial
shortages and shooting up of the
prices. Therefore, STC was requested
by the Delhi Administration to pro-
cure some amount of coal from them.

Aid to Sikkim

+
[ Shri Vajpayee:
Shri Bhanja Deo:
Shri Manabendra Shah:

Will the Prime Minister be pleased
to state:

*1194.

(a) whether it is a fact that Govern-
ment of Sikkim have sought further
financial assistance from India for its
development programmes;

(b) the total financial aid advanced
by India to Sikkim so far; and

(c) the projects which are
financed through aid?

being

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of External Affairs (Shri J. N.
Hazarika): (a) and (b). The Govern-
ment of India arc financing the Seven
Year Sikkim Development Plan, which
completes its sixth year today. Of the
total capital outlay of Rs. 307 lakhs
promised for the Plan, a sum of
Rs. 2,53,15.000 has been given to Sik-
kim so far.

Apart from this, the Government of
India have agreed to give a loan of
Rs. 29 lakhs for the Aerial Ropeway
scheme. Rs. 25'5 lakhs have been
given till the end of the current fin-
ancial year and a provision of Rs. 35
lakhs has been made in the Budget
for the next financial year.

A request has also been reccived
from the Sikkim Government for
additional allotment of funds for cer-
tain projects not included initially in
the Plan. This request is under the
consideration of the Government.

(c) Some of the important projects
undertaken by the Government of
Sikkim under the Plan are:—

(1) Demonstration farms at Gang-
tok, and Lachung;
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(2) A nucleus National Extension
Service Organisation for Sik-
kim;

(3) A fruit preservation and can-
ning factory;

(4) A veterinary Hospital and Pig
gery at Gangtok;

(5) A Soil Conservation unit;
(6) Minor Irrigation Projects;

(7) Installation of Hydro electric
projects at Gangtok and Sing-

tam,

(8) Improvement of communioa-
tions;

(9) Establishment of a High Schonl
at Gangtok;

(10) Establishment of Hospitals et

Singtam and Namchi:
(11) A T.B. Clinic.

Shri Vajpayee: In view of the dec-
laration made by the hon. Prime
Minister that any attack on Sikkim
will be considered an attack on India,
may I know if Government have off-
ered any aid or assistance to Sikkim
s0 as to increase itg defence potential?

Shri Raghunath Singh: How does it
arise out of thizs question?

The Prime Minister and Minister of
External Affairs (Shri Jawaharial
Nehru): Since the Government of
India have taken the responsibility
for it, there is no question of increas-
ing Sikkim's independent defence pot-
ential,

Mr. Speaker: This question is only
about development programme. It
does not arise . . .

Shri Vajpayee: Now [ shall confine
my question to development. May [
know if any steps have been taken to
see that whatever aid that is offered
to Sikkim is spent in a proper man-
ner?

Shri J. N. Hazarika: Yes, Sir. Our
Political Officer hag informed us that
the progress is going on quite well
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Shri Hem Barua: May I know whe-
ther this request for additional finan-
-cial assistance for which no project
has been specified, as read out by the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary, is meant
for the normal development plan or is
impelled by the defence situation as
it is at present?

Shri J. N. Hazarika: The Sikkim
Government has approached for addi-
tional grant of Rs. 96,26,000. By this
three projects, namely, Rongni Chhu
Hydel Scheme, the exploration of
copper deposits and Sikkim  Radio
have been provided. Besides, there is
a scheme of spill-over expenditure to
adjust the expenditure of the current
Plan.

Shri Raghunath Singh: What amount
has been allotted for roads and road
Aransport of Sikkim and what steps
are taken to connect Sikkim with the
Highways of India?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: So far as the
roads of Sikkim are concerned, I can-
not say the exact sum or the mileage
in this. But that is being considered
from the point of view of the develop-
ment of border roads all over our
‘border. That is an important aspect
of it and that is included in it. Natu-
rally it is important that those roads
should be connected with the other
road system in India.

Shrimati Mafida Ahmed: Apart from
Ainancial aid, may I know whether the
Government of Sikkim sought any
advice or suggestion from India in
formulating their development pro-
gramme?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Naturally
these matters are discussed always.
When any such question arises it is a
matter of mutual dicussion and co-
operation.

i Brajeswar Prasad: Has any
assistance been given for the construc-
tion of an aerodrome in Bikkim?

Mr. Speaker: Has any portion been
earmarked for the construction of an
asrodrome in Sikkim?

Shri Tyagi: Notice.
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Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Not that '
am at present aware of. It is not easy
to have big aerodrome. Of course,
small airstrips might be convenient
and desirable, we consider.
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Mr. Speaker: Next Question.
Shri A. M. Tarig: May I know. . . .

Mr. Speaker: I have called the next
question.

Established Importers

*1195. Shri Hem Barua: Will the
Minister of Cemmeree and Industry
be pleased to state:

(a) whether any check is maintain-
ed on the established importers of
foreign goods to India;

(b) if so, what is the agency;

17} whether there has been any
incident of profiteering indulged in by
established importers during 1068-69
and 1959-60; and

(d) if so, what is the number?

The Mintsier of Commerce (Shri
Kanungo): (a) and (b). Yes, Sir. All
imports against a licence are checked
by the Customs Authorities with a
view to see that the terms and condi-
tions of the licence are complied with.

(c) and {(d). The exact number is
not available. But whenever such
cases were brought to the notice of





