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how far it was possible to achieve
economy in construction; and they
have suggested that economy to the
extent of Rs. 5 crores could be
achijeved.
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Dr. M. S. Aney: Is it possible to
precdict that the capital buildings shall
be completed by such and such year?

Shri L. N. Mishra: There can be no
prediction. The programme has been
phased; and we believe that so far as
this programme is concerned, it would
be completed by 1963-64.
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Export of Mica

+
(Shri Bibhuti Mishra:
*1115. { Shri Pangarkar:
LShri D. C. Sharma:

Will the Minister of Commerce and
Industry be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the ex-
ports of Indian mica have increased
considerably during the year 1959; and

(b) if so, the extent thereof?

The Deputy Minister of Commerce
and Industry (Shri Satish Chandra):
(a) and (b). The value of unmanu-
tactured mica and manufactures of
mica exported in 1959 was Rs. 11°15
crores as against Rs. 10-20 crores in
1958.
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Shri Shree Narayan Das: May I
know the names of the countries to
which export of mica has increased
in 18597

Shri Satish Chandra: The exports
bhave generally gone up. 1 have given
the figure already. I have got a state-
ment here. The increase has taken
place in the case of Japan, China and
Czechoslovakin.
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Shri Vidya Charan Shukla: Is it &
fact that though the export of mica
has gone up, the ratio of earnings
has gone down as compared to last
year?

Shri Satish Chandra: Not so in the
case of unmanufactured mica. Though
the total foreign exchange earned by
the export of manufactured mica is
more than last year, it is true that
the prices had gone down and the
rate was lower in 1959 as compared
to 1958.

Shri Chintamoni Panigrahi: What
special measures have Government
taken to p te the expansi of
export of mica in the coming year?

Shri Satish Chandra: There is the
Mica Export Promotion Council; and
it tries to have market surveys.
There are difficulties because there
are certain substitutes coming up in
other countries which are replacing
mica. The Mica Export Promotion
Council is trying to carry on some -
research for new uses to which mica
could be put; and it is also trying
to find new markets. We are trying
to export it to many countries where
we did not export before.
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§hrl Shree Narayan Das: The hon.
Minister said that the value of mica
exported had decreased. May I know
the reasons for that? Have the ex-
ports fallen?

Shri Satish Chandra: The value of
the manufactured mica has decreased.
I said just now that it was partly
due to the new substitutes coming to
replace mica. There are other synthe-
tic malerials which are replacing
mica to a certain extent.
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Shri Vidya Charan Shukla: Is it
not a fact that the mica miners’ as-
sociation has protested against the
export policy of the Government re-
garding manufactured mica? Has it
suggested any steps to be taken which
will stabilise the prices of manufac-
tured mica abroad?

8hri Satish Chandra: I am not
aware of any protest. If the hon.
Member brings any specific case to
our notice, we shall certainly look
into it.
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Export of Canned Foods to U.S.A.

*1117. Shri Raghunath Singh: Wil
the Minister of Commerce and In-
dustry be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the’
U.S.A. has banned the import of can-
ned foods under an amendment to
the U.S. Food Drug and Cosmetic
Act which became operative from the
5th March, 1960 and is causing se-
rious repercussions on India’s can-
ned goods export to the U.S.A.; and

(b) if so, the steps being taken by
Government in this respect?

The Deputy Minister of Commerce
and Industry (Shri Satish Chandra):
(a) and (b). No such ban has been
imposed, but the amending Act re-
gulates imports so as to ensure that
packers in countries exporting goods
to the United States use only such
additives as have been adequately
tested by the us. Food
and Drug  Administration for
safety of health. So far as we
know, Indian exporters are using
only such additives as are already on
the approved list, If the operation of
this Act causes any practical diff-
culty, remedial solutions will have
to be found in consultation with the
U.S. authorities concerned.

Shri Raghunath Singh: May I know
the quantity of the export of Indian
canned foods to America?

Shri Satish Chandra: It is about
Rs. 71 lakhs in a year out of which
a major portion is fish products.

Shri Raghunath Singh: Since the
time /when this amendment came
into operation, has any order been
received from the United States?

Shri Satish Chandra: This Act bhas
been passed .very recently and it
came into force on 6-3-1960. It ia too
early to give that informatiem

Shri Rachunath Singh: In 1098,
this amendment was made there. I
want to know if after that amend-





