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Shrl Barish Chandra Mathur: Is the 

Ron. Minister aware that the mining 
industry had written to their bureau 
trom time to time how they are stuck 
up for want of technical know-how 
and facilities and are unable to im-
port even small parts and the entire 
mine'S work is stuck up because we 
kave not got any organisation? Have 
:rou given any thought to it? 

The Minister of Mines and Oil (Shrl 
It. D. Malaviya): There are procedures 
1aid down by the Indian Bureau of 
Mines and the Geological Survey of 
india which clearly envisage technical 
advice to any mine-owner or anyone 
who wants to start any mining indus-
try and so it is open for any bureau 
or any organisation to seek such ad-
vice as they think proper. 

Shri Chintamonl Panlgrahl: May I 
know whether the Government re-
Quested the small mining interests to 
torm themselves into co-operatives for 
letting financial aid from the Govern-
ment? 

Shri K .. D. Malaviya: It is open for 
~he mining industrialists or those who 
want to start mining in a small scale 
tchcme to send such proposals to the 
Government and it is the declared 
policy of the Government of India to 
encourage co-operative ventures for 
mining and also in other fields. 

8hrl Barish Chandra Mathur: Will 
the Minister give Us an indication of 
the programme which they had for 
the year 1959-60 to I(ive technical and 
credit facilities? What is the budget 

provision and what has been spent so 
far? There is not a single pie. 

8hri K. D. MaIaviya: There is no 
budget provision; there is no scheme 
and there is no plan to help the 
small mining industries. As and 
when such proposals come before the 
Government, the Government will 
be too glad to offer any advice. 

Expansion of Bbllal Steel Plant 

'355_ 

+ r Shri Morarka: I Shrl Nagl Reddy: 
Shrl Ramam: 

I Shri Vasudevan Nair: 
~ Shrl Blbhutl Mishra: I Shrl N. R. Muniswamy: 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: 
Shrl Supakar: 

l Shrl Hem Barna: 

Will the Minister of Steel, Minell 
aDd Fuel be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government is con-
siderinl( the expansion of the Bhilai 
Steel Plant; 

(b) if so, what is the expected pro-
duction of the plant after expansion; 

(e) what will be its total cost; 
and 

(d) whether the said expansion 
will be carried out with Russian 
collaboration1 

The Minister of Steel, Mines anoS 
Fuel (Sardar Swaran Singh): (a) to 
(d). While studies on the size and 
nature of the Third Five Year Plan 
are still going on, it is clear that 
steel will continue to be an important 
sector of development. Whatevcr 
the target for iron and steel may be, 
it is imperative that the steel 
works in Rourkela, Bhilai and 
Durgapur are expanded. Planning 
of the expansion of these works has 
been taken in hand. It i. too eaTly 
to say what the cost of expansion 
and the production after expansion 
of each plant will be. This will be 
known only when the details of the 
extensions necp~-;ary have been 
worked out. It has been agreed In 
principle that expansion of the 
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Bhilai Steel Plant to 2.5 million ton 
capacity L; one of the items for which 
the credit offered by the Soviet 
Government for Industrial projects 
to be implemented during the Third 
Five Year Plan will be utilised. 

Shri Morarka: The hon. Minister 
has said that the work of expansion 
had been taken on hand. To what 
exte:!t all the three steel p:ants in 
the public sector are going to be 
expanded and what would be the 
expected production af~er expansion? 

Sa -dar Swaran Singh: When 
aaid 'works', it is not the atellal 
physical work on the spot for expan-
lion but preliminary work of study 
as to what should be the pattern of 
expansion and what is going' to be 
the pattern of the end products. 

!!Ihrl Morarka: What is tbe con-
templated target for the Third Plan 
and how much of it is going to be 
achieved by expansion and how much 
by the new steel plants? 

Sardar Swaran Singh: This is a 
matter which is still under conside-
ration and it will not be proper for 
me to indicate any firm figure but 
curre"t thinking ha3 been that 
there may be an expansion upto 10 
mill;on ingot ton capacity. But a 
final decision wi 11 depend upon the 
overall resources that are available 
and the foreign exchange that can be 
obtained to finance this. 

Shri Hem Barna: May I know 
whether the expansion of the Bhilai 
plant was discu~sed with the Ru.;;sian 
represe-ntatives accompanying Presi-
dent VoroshiJov when they met the 
members of the Planning Commission 
and, if so, besides Soviet credit. 
whether any other help. technical or 
otherwise. was a,"ured by these 
representatives? 

Sardar Swaran Singh: It was dis-
cussed in a ge'!1eral manner from 
time to time but the technical experts 
that accompanied President 
VoroRhilov's party were not enjoined 
upon by their Government to take any 
final decision in this subject. But it 

is quite obvious that in an expansion 
programme the credit can be utilised, 
and there will be cqllaboration even 
at the teohnical level. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: In the news-
papers it came out that the Soviet 
Government have assured fresh 
financial and technical aid for thi!! 
plant. May I know how far it i.o 
true and what positive financial and 
technical holp is being given by 
them for the Bhilai plant? 

Sarda' Swaran Singh: I do not 
know which particular help the hon. 
Member is referring to. The point 
has been made clear in the com~ 
muni'lu, that was issued at the time 
when the projects that were to go 
into that line of credit were 
an,ounced. As to what is going to 
be the precise nature of collaboration 
will be the subject matter of detailed 
negotiations later. 

Sh'l Radhelal Vya.: May I know 
whether i' is still the policy or 
the Government of India to import 
nec'c>sary machinery for the expan-
s\on programme for having gained 
experience in the erection of th. 
thre'-'! big steel p'snts in the country, 
will the required machinery ~ 
made in the country itself at the 
erpcl ion works? Will it be done by 
the Indians themselves <>" all this is 
going to be done with foreign aid! 

Sardar Swaran Sinlll, There 
can "at be a very clear reply to the 
variou> questions that the hon. 
M~mhet' ha.;; railed. OUf desire i8 
n.tural that we should be able to 
m<1.nUfactufc such machinery inside 
the cou.,try. The desire to under~ 

take all the erection work b)-
our Indian experts is a very desirablR 
ohjectivp. But keeping these 
obiecfives in view, We have to take a 
rf'a'i~tic view. I do not anticipaw 
that h the course of the next Five 
Ypsr P·an. there will be capacity In 
the country to manufacture all the 
equipment that would be necessary. 
Som" technical help w'll also be 
required in the erection and plan-
ning. 
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Bhrl T. B. Vltlal Rao: May I know 
whether the designing or the expan-
sion of this Bhilai and other steel 
plants will be done by Indians or by 
foreign experts? 

Bardar Swaran Bingh: So far as 
the designing part is concerned, we 
intend to make a very serious effort 
to have an Indian nucleus. It will be 
assisted by experts from abroad but 
essentially the main burden will be 
borne by the Indian nucleus. 

Bhrl Braj Raj Singh: How many 
more plants and what capacity has 
the Ministry proposed to the Plann-
ing Commission to be set up in the 
Third Plan? Do they propose to have 
some smaller plants also? 

Sardar Swaran Singh: So far as 
the first part is concerned, I have al-
ready endeavoured to answer that the 
current thinking has been of a par-
ticular order. These proposals are not 
made in that formal manner to the 
Planning Commission. It is a matter 
of mutual discussion which goes on 
from time to time. With regard to 
the establishment of smaller pl9.nts, 
there is already a smaller plant at 
Bhadravati. There are some small 
pig iron plants in the private sector 
already established in two of the 
States, namely, Odssa and Madras. 
Besides that there are electric fur-
naces for manufacture of stppi from 
scrap. If there are any other pro-
posals they would also be considered 

Shri Morarka: May I know whe-
ther the Government ha~ received 
any proposal for the expansion or the 
existing plants in the private sector 
and if so whether it is the Govern-
ment's policy to permit them or not? 

Sardar Swaran Singh: With regard 
to the first part, I would say that no 
formal proposal has be('n made. 
Therefore, the second part of the 
qUCl'tion becomes hypothetical 

Silver Refinery at Calcutta 

*356. Shri Pangarkar: Will the 
Minister of Finance be pleased to 
refer to the reply given to Starred 

Question No. 984 on the 17th Decem-
ber, 1959, and state the further pro-
gress since made in the installation 
and running of the silver refinery at 
Calcutta? 

The Deputy Minister of Finance 
(Shri B. R. Bhagat): Silver is being 
refined at the Silver Refinery at a 
reduced rate, as the installation of 
the proposed new crucibles has not 
yet been completed. The new cruci-
bles, which have already been shipped 
from West Germany are expected to 
be received by about the end ot thi.., 
month. 

Shri Pangarkar: May I know whe-
ther any time-limit has been fixed for 
the completion of this installatlon~ 

Shrl B. R. Bhagat: We are trying 
to erect it as soon as possible. We 
hope to do it as 500n as the crucitles 
arrive. Already the original time haa 
been exceeded. There has been somt!' 
delay. 

Shri Hem Barua: The Deputy 
Minisler has said that silver is b"mg 
refined there. On a previous acc-asion 
there was an explosion due to a molten 
ma~ter in the furnace of the refinery, 
and when a question was put here 
about the loss sustained, it was said 
that the loss was not computed by 
them. May I know whether the loss 
has been ascertained by now and, if 
so, what is the amount? 

Mr. Speaker: It does not arise out 
of this question. 

Shri Hem Barua: The question ~ 

about the progress made in regare! to 
the refinery at Calcutta. It arises lik~ 
this: May I explain? 

Mr. Speaker: This question relat". 
to further expansion and installatIOn 
of machinery. No doubt it relates to 
the refinery at Calcutta. But how can 
a question about some explosion and 
the consequent de'-lth of some per-
sons and the damage caused etc., 




