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nut oil and oil-cakes have gone up very
high recently during the last two
weeks;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) whether any action has been
taken by Government to check the
rise in prices?

The Deputy Minister of Agriculture
(Shri M. V. Krishnappa): (a) There
has been a rise in the prices of ground-
nuts, groundnut oil and cakes in
recent weeks.

(b) The rise in prices of groundauts,
groundnut oil and cakes has been due
to increase in internal demand, reports
of damage to the crop in 1959-60
season, coupled with the speculative
activities of the trade caused by the
expectation of a lower crop.

(c) Steps have been taken and
continue to be taken to increase the
production of groundnut and thereby
augment the production of groundnut
oil and cakes. Exports of groundnut,
groundnut oil and cake are also regu-
lated to check any abmormal rise in
their prices. Measures to curb specu-
lative activity have also been taken
by the Reserve Bank and by the
Forward Markets Commission.

Profits out of Cement Distributien

Shri Ram Krishan Gupta:
*381.{ Shri Chintamoni Panigrahi:
Shri Ajit Singh:

Will the Minister of Transport and
Communications be pleased to refer
to the reply given to Starred Question
No. 59 on the 17th November, 1959
and state:

(a) the steps taken so far or pro-
posed to be taken for utilisation of
the profits of Rs. 6'99 crores made out
of cement distribution by the State
Trading Corporation of India Ltd., for
eonstruction of National Highways;

(b) whether any scheme in this
regard has been prepared; and

(c) if so, the details thereof?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
wy of Tra rt and C ieati

(Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) to (c). A
scheme for cement concreting about
147 miles of existing sections of
National Highways, involving an esti-
mated expenditure of about Rs. 463
crores, has been approved. Schomes
are being formulated for the utilisa-
tion of the balance of Rs. 236 crores
on cemaent concreting some niore
sections of National Highways.
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Mata-Tila Hydel Project

. Shri Vidya Charan Shukla:
334, {Shri Pangarkar:

Will the Minister of Irrigation and
Power be pleased to refer to the reply
given to Starred Question No., 687 on
the 8th Dccember, 1959 and state:

(a) whether the revision of the
Mata-Tila Hydel Project by the QOv-
ernment of Uttar Pradesh has since
been completed;

(b) if so, the broad details of the

revised project; and

(c) the circumstances which neces-
sitated such revision?
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The Deputy Minister of Irrigatiom
and Power (Shri Hathi): (a) to (c).
The requisite information is being
collected from the Government of
Uttar Pradesh and will be laid on the
Table of the House as early as
possible.

Western Shipping Corporation

*335. Shri Raghunath Singh: Will
the Minister of Transport and Com-
ications be pl d to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that two
Indian sailors of the Western Ship-
ping Corporation’s oil tanker ‘“‘Desh
Sewak” fell from a launch and were
drowned in the sea mnear the marine
oil terminal Bucher Island near
Bombay on the 30th December, 1959;
and

(b) if so, the reasons thereof and
action taken in the matter?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Transport and Communications
(Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) Yes.

(b) Both the seamen were drunk
and were quarrelling with each other.
As a result one pushed the other over-
board but having lost balance he him-
self also fell from the launch. Rescue
operations were not successful as it
was midnight and the visibility was
poor.

The police have registered a case
and the Shipping Master, Bombay has
held an enquiry into this accident.

Railway Service Commissions

*336. Shri Harish Chandra Mathur:
Will the Minister of Railways be
pleased to state:

(a) whether a copy of the repoit on
the working of the Railway Service
Commissions for 1957-58 and 1958-59
will be laid on the Table;

(b) what is the constitution of the
Railway Service Commissions; and





