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LOK SABHA

Wednesday 13th April, 1860/24th
Chaitra, 1882 (Saka)

The Lok Sabhg met at Eleven of the
Clock.

[MR. SpEakEr in the Chair]

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Castings for Rallway Tracks

rShrl+nam Krishan Gupta:
| Shri S. C. Samanta:
3hri Subodh Hansda:
*1455. ") Shri R. C. Majhi:
| Shri Pangarkar:
| Shri Ajit Singh Sarhadi:

Will the Minister of Rallways be
pleased to refer to the reply given to
Unstarred Question No. 493 on the
“8th November, 1859 and state:

(a) whether negotiations with the
technical collaborators in the UK. for
setting up a steel foundry at Chit-
taranjan to produce steel cmstings for
railway tracks have been finalised; and

(b) if so, the result thereof?

The Deputy Minister of Railways
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) on successful conclusion of the
negotiations, a collaboration agree-
ment with M|s. F. H. Lloyd & Co. of
UK. was executed on 31-1-1960,

- Shri Ram Krishan Gupta: May I
know the main terms of the agree-
ment?

Shri Shahnawas Khan: It is a longish
agreement. The main terms of the
agreement are that the firm will ad-
vise us and help us to purchase the
machinery, train our people and
TH(Aj) LS—1.
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generally put up the foundry. In
compensation for that, they will be
paid £ 100,000.

Shri Ram Krishan Gupta: May 1
know what will be the approximate
production of this foundry?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: Initially it
wou d be 7,000 tons per year but ex-
pandable to 10,000 tons a year later
on.

Shri S, C. Samanta: We were infor-
med that it will take three years to
complete it. May I know whether the
construction and installation work has
begun?

Shri Shahnawas Khan: The agree-
ment has just been signed. Before
the actual construction work starts,
lots of drawings and designs and all
those things have to be done. The
actual consthruction work will start
in August, 1960 and the plant will go
into production by the end of 1962

Shri 8. C. Samanta: May I know
whether any change was made in the
final draft agreement that was sent
to UK.?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: I am not
aware of any change. The agreement
has just been signed.
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Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know
what are the sources of supply of steel
castings al present, whether they are
indigenous or foreign?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: A large
number of them are indigenous. But
some have to be imported.

S8hri Tangamani: In view of the fact
that steel castings are now made
oulside Chittaranjan and as a result
of this delays are caused, may I know
whether this agreement that has taken
some time will be followed up and by
what time this foundry will be set
up?

Shri Shahnawar Khan: I just said
that the actual constructian work will
start in August, 1960 and the foundry
will go into production by the end of
1962. We are trying to expedite mat-
ters as much as we can.

Shri 8. M. Banerjee: May I know
whether other countries were also
approached about this collaboration
and whether any expert will be there
in Chittaranjan?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: It was a
global tender and keeping everything
in view this firm was selected. The
firm will keep an expert engineer and
six technicians a: Chittaranjan until
such time as the plant goes into pro-
duction.

Shri Tangamani: May I know whe-
ther the Government are aware that
the officers have been representing
that this delay is avoidable and the
plant can go into production as it is
being done in Rourkela? If so, may
[ know whether the Government will
take measures to see that it goes into
production at least in the next year?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: We will try
and take utmost benefit from it and
whatever is possible, will be done.

8hri T. B. Viital Rao: May I know
out of the estimated cost of Rs. 25
crores, what is the amount of stores
that will be supplied by the firm
which is collaborating in the setting
up of this plant?
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Shri Shahnawaz Khan: The firm
will not supply any stores.

Invention of Agricultural Implemeats

+
 Shri Subodh Hansda:
Shri R. C. Majhi:
'““-{ Shri S. C. Samanta:
| Sbri Rameshwar Tantia:

Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal
to award prizes every year to the in-
ventors of new tools of agriculture;

(b) if so, whether this proposal has
been finalised; and

(c) the date from whlch such prizes
will be awarded?

The Minister of Agriculture (Dr.
P. S. Deshmukh): (a) to (c), The
Indian Council of Agricultural Re-
search sanctioned in 1956 a scheme
for award of prizes for effecting im-
provements in certain agricultural
implements, a list of which is laid on
the Table of the Sabha, [See Ap-
pendix III, annexure No. 96].

There will be two prizes for each
of the implements. The maximum
first prize will be Rs, 1,000 and the
minimum second prize will be Rs. 300.
The results of the competition will be
announced shortly.

Besides, a proposal for institution
of a prize and a President’s Gold
Medal for making an outstanding con-
tribution in the fleld of production of
tmproved agricultural implements is
also under active consideration of the
Indian Council of Agricultural Re-
search at present.

Shri Subodh Hansda: The hon. Min-
ister just now stated that the proposal
was finalised in the year 1956. May
I know why there was so much delay
in awarding the prizes?

Dr. P. 8. Deshmukh: It depends
upon what we get as a result of the
competition. Although it was intend-
ed that we should do it yearly, I do





