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Power Plant of the Durgapur Steel
Plant on the 2nd November, 1959;

(b) it so, the details of the same;

(c) the steps taken by Government
to remedy it; and

(d) whether any penalty has been
imposed therefor on Indian Steel
Works Company Limited?

The Minister of Steel, Mines and
Fuel (Sardar Swaran Singh): (a) to
(d). No new defects were noticed on
2nd November, 1959 in the power
plant of Durgapur Steel Plant. On
22nd October, 1959 it was noticed
that R.C. Water duct of the Power
Plant had developed some cracks.
After investigating the matter the con-
tractors took immediate remedial
measures by insertion of welded steel
pipes within the R.C. Duct and by
reinforcing and pressure grouting the
space in between the steel and con-
crete ducts.

Under the contract all defects in
the plant have to be rectified by
Indian Steel Works Construction Co.
Ltd. at their own cost.
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American Aid to India

*1164-B. Shri P, C. Borooah: Will
the Minister of Finance be pleased
to state:

(a) whether the attention of the
Government of India has been drawn
to a United States Government report
alleging shortcomings in the handling
of aid to India; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

The Minister of Finance (Shri
Morarji Desai): (a) Yes, Sir. Certain
reports on this subject have appeared
in the Press.

(b) According to Press Reports the
results of audit of the U.S. aid pro-
gramme in India from July 1954 to
June, 1958 have recently been pub-
lished in U.S.A. The audit report is
said to contain some observations re-
garding inadequate reporting by Gov-
ernment of India to the International
Co-operation Administration of US.A.,
inadequate staffing of the 1.C.A, Mis-
sion in India, some instances of
ineffective utilisation of aid goods and
certain probl in administration of
local currency funds accruing to the
U.S. account. The report is also said
to accept on the whole that the pro-
ject objectives in the different aid
programmes in India have been met
and that administrative and account-
ing arrangements in India have
improved considerably.

Foreign Nationals without Passports

Shri Rameshwar Tantia:
1165 Shri Anirudh Sinha:
“) Shri 8. A. Mehdi:
Shrimati Manjula Devi:
Will the Minister of Home Affairs
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a large
number of foreign nationals have been
detected to be living in Durgapur,
Asansol, Burnpur and other places
without valid travel documents and
passports;
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(b) it so, to which country these -

nationals belong;

(c) how they manageéd to come in
the country without passports; and

(d) what further action has been
taken against them?

The Minister of Home Affairs (Shri
G. B. Pant): (a) to (d). The infor-
mation is being collected and will be
laid on the Table of the House as
soon as available.

Indo-Pak Financial Talks

Shri P. G. Deb:

Shri Ram Krishan Gupta:
Shri Hem Barua:
Shrimati Ila Palchoudhuri:

Will the Minister of Finance be
pleased to state:

‘*11686.

(a) whether a meeting of the
officials of India and Pakistan took
place on the 8th December, 1959 in
New Delhi;

(b) it so, the topics discussed; and
(c) the results of the conference?

The Minister of Finance (Shri
Morarji Desai): (a) to (c). Attention
is invited to the statement I made in
the House on 18th December, 1959.

Seizure of Knives in Delhi

1167, Shri Mohan Swarup:
Shri P. C. Borooah:

Will the Minister of Home Affairs
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that over
2,000 knives have been seized by Delhi
Police in the month of November,
1959; and

(b) whether the Police authorities
have been able to find out the pur-
pose for which knives in such large
numbers were being stored?

The Minister of Home Affairs (Shri
G. B. Pant): (a) Yes.

(b) It appears that most of the
knives were kept fgr sale.
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Military Training for Youths

Shri Ram Krishan Gupta:

Shrimati Ila Palchoudhuri:
*1168.
Shri Prakash Vir Shastri:

Will the Minister of Defence be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a
scheme has been drawn up by the
Government of India to bring under
arms more than two lakh youths of
the country in the age-groups of 15
and 19;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c¢) when it will be enforced?

The Minister of Defence (Shri
Krishna Menon): (a) to (c). The
details of a scheme for a large increase
in the N.C.C. have been considered and
progressively worked out. It is plan-
ned to initiate the necessary steps
shortly. The age group we have at
present under consideration is 16 to
19.

Smuggling of Gold

*1168-A. Shrimati Mafida Ahmed:
Will the Minister of Finance be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
that the Bombay Customs have
recently detected smuggling of gold in
powdered form through postal
envelopes; and

(b) if so, the broad details thereof?

The Deputy Minister of Finance
(Shrimati Tarkeshwarl Sinha): (a)
and (b). Yes, Sir. In pursu-
ance of prior information that
Shri Vrijlal Vasanji Lalji, Bombay
was receiving gold in powdered
form from Aden through the
medium of the post. On 2nd Decem-
ber, 1959, the Bombay Customs autho-
rities searched his premises and re-
covered three envelopes, which had
just been delivered, containing about
one tola of gold each in powdered
form. Immediately on the recovery of





