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LOK SABHA

Tuesday November 17, 1959/Kartifca 
26, 1881 (Saka).

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the 
Clock.

[Mr. Speaker *n the Chair]
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Dannie to Crops by Floods n d
Drought
+

Shri Ram Shankar Lai:
Shri Shree Narayan Daa:
Shri Sadhan Gupta:
Pandit D. N. Tiwary:
Shri M L Dwivedi:
Shri S M Banerjee*
Shri Tangamani:
Shri Panigrahi:
Shri C. K. Bhattacharya:
Dr. Ram Subhag Singh:
Shri Bibhuti Mlshra:

*35. Shri Anirudh Sinha:
Shri Dhanagar-
Shri N R Munlswamy:
Shrhnatt I'a Fa'cboodhmi:
Shri Prakash Vir Shastrt:
Shri Sarja Pandey:
Shri Ram Krishan Gupta:
Shri Ajlt Singh Sarhadl:
Sardar Iqbal Singh:
Shri A K. Gopalan:
Shrimati Parvathl Krishna:
Shri Subiman Ghooe:

Will the Minister of Food and Agri
culture be pleased to lay a statement
on the Table showing

(a) the over-all position with regard
<0 the various crops in view oi the
recent drought followed by excessive
rains and floods in the country and
how far it has affected the food situa
tion;

> (b) whether any assessment has
heen made as to the damage suffered
M8 (Al) LSD—-1.

23a
in crops and cattle-heads as a result
of drought and floods in the country;

(c) if so, the details thereof (State- 
wise), and

(d) the details of Central assistance,
asked for and given m this regard
(State-wise)’

The Deputy Minister of Agriculture
(Shri M. V. Krlshnappa): (a) Infor
mation regarding the over-all position
of various crops as a result of the
recent drought or floods will become
available only m March-Apnl, 1960, 
on the issue of the All-India final
estimates for major Kharif crops

(b) and (c) Most of the State Gov
ernments and Union Territories have
not so far been able to make any
assessment of the damage suffered in
crops and cattle-heads as a result of
drought and floods during the current
year Necessary information in this
connection will be laid on the Table
of the House as soon as it becomes
available

(d) No Central assistance in connec
tion with the recent damage by
drought or floods has been asked lor.

Dr. Bam Subhag Singh: May 1 know
to what extent the Damodar Valley
Corporation proved useful in prevent
ing these floods*

8hrl M. V. Krishnappa: That is not
for me to say It is for the Irrigation 
Ministry to say, but we had very
severe floods in West Bengal this year
and the price was affected by the 
floods

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: May
I know whether it is a fact that the 
West Bengal Government has asked 
the Centre for supply of seeds so that 
the new Baro crop can be produced n
the State of West Bengal7 

The Minister of Food and Agricul
ture (Shri S K. Patil): So far as the
needs of West Bengal in the matter of
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weds m  concerned, we bad lisued
instructions some weeks ago. from
wherever we could get them they
could be supplied and I think a con-
Merable portion has been supplied
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BiriouU Ha Palchoadfmri: As
cattle has been badly affected, may I
know whether the Central Govern
ment will do something about saving
fte  cattle and sending cattle fodder to
West Bengal, because that has also, I
understand, been asked for9

Shri 8. K. PatO: The House must
understand that primarily and mainly
It is the responsibility of the State
Governments The Central Govern
ment comes in only when they ask
tor it and when they are not, on their
own, able to get it Now, so far as 
the particular question o f cattle is
concerned, any demand that might
lave  come from the West Bengal Gov
ernment was attended to and would
be attended to
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Pandit D. f t  Tlwary: May I know

whether any demand for seeds has
come from Bihar State that they w m
not supplied in time and have not
been supplied so far?

Shri 8 . K. Patti: t have no infor
mation about the Bihar State Govern
ment as to whether any demand was
made But I could generally state the
position So far as seed is concerned
we have not got excess of seed for
emergencies like that For the first
time we realised that emergencies
might arise and seed has got to be
kept We had a little quantity, but
we collected for the needs of West
Bengal from other places Wherever
seed was available we have kept in
view that for purposes like thi^
because emergencies recur time and
again, and we can supply it But so
far as Bihar is concerned, I have no
information just now

Shri C K Bhattacharya: Has the
attention of the hon Minister been
drawn to a statement made by Shri
T K Ghosh, Minister of Agriculture
and Production m the Wert Bengal
Cabinet 8s regards the damage to food- 
crops by the recent floods9 He haa
made a statement about the total
damage to food crops, so far as West
Bengal is concerned, by the recent
floods Has the hon Minister studied
it and, if so, what is his reaction to
it’

Shri S. K. Patll: The better eourae
for studying it is when the Minister
writes to the Central Government. Wfe 
do not pick up news from the news
papers and give our reaction That
is a bad way o f doing things.

Shri Thinunala I m : May I know
the Government have received *mr 

report from the Andhra Govenuttm
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about the probable loss of foodgrains
eh account of heavy floods in the river
Godavari «nd also the heavy rains in
th« West Godavan and Krishna dis
tricts and, if so, whether the hon
Minister will be able to state the
extent of the loss?

Start 8. K. FatU: I do not know
whether the Andhra Government has 
written anything But the floods
necessarily do not mean that all crops
•re destroyed Sometimes floods are
food and as a result of them even
the crops come in. But so far as the
particular need of Andhra is concern
ed, I do not think there is any grave
need in Andhra and that such a con
tingency will anse.

The Prime Minister and Minister
Of External Affairs (Shri lawaharlal
Nehru): May I intervene, Sir I went
to Andhra the other day and I was
told that there has been undoubtedly
loss in certain areas, but it is more
than made up by the very good crops
elsewhere

Shri Tangamanl: In view of the loss
sustained m West Bengal, may I know
whether the Government have made
fresh allocations for agricultural loans
and whether there was any such
demand from the West Bengal
Government*

Shri S K. Patil: Surely any demand
that is coming from West Bengal on
this particular score is being attended
to There is no difficulty on that
score

Mr. Speaker: Hon Members are
putting questions as if this is the first 
Assembly to which directly these
matters ought to be addressed Hon
Members will get into touch with their
counterparts in the State legislatures
and find out what has been done m
regard to these matters Every hon
Member assumes that some demand
has been made and the hon Minister
Jiere says that had any demand been
received he would have taken it up
Next question.

^Is m  Ban. W iirtM i rote—
Mr* Speaker: I am sorry. Hon

lftanbera n u t  fat into touch with the

Jj^^ramenta of their own States.
*he*e are State Governments also I
n n % t allow any more questions

B^rl g. m . Banerjee: Our tear la
t*Jat the prices may go up because of

damage to crops.
Speaker: Order, order Next

Qu**tion
Boiler Stock of Poodfrains

4*
f  Shri Panigrahi:

Pandit D. N. Tlwary:
Shri M L. Dwivedl:
Shri Keshava:
Shri Prakash Vir Shastrl:
Shri Bam Krishan Gupta:
Sardar Iqbal Singh:
Shri AJlt Sinjrh Sarhadl:

Shri A. M. Tartq:
Shri Snrendra Mahaaty:
Shrimati Mallda Ahmed:
Shri Kodiyan:
Dr. Bam Subhag Singh:
Shri Dhanagar:
Shri D. C Sharma:
Shri Sarja Pandey:
Shri Hem Baraa:
Shri Narayanankotty Bfmm:
Shri Pun noose:
Shri A. K. Gopalan:
Shri Bamakrlshna Reddy:
Shri N. B Mnniswamy:
Shri Bameshwar Tautla:
Shri Anirudh Sinha*
Shri Aurobindo Ghosal:
Pandit J. P. Jyotishi:
Shrimati Da Palcboodhnrl:

ill the Minister of Food and Agrl- 
c*ltWe be pleased to state'

*?) whether there is any proposal
t° Suild a buffer stock of foodgrains
ln *he country,

%  if so, the details thereof.
whether there is a proposal to

re<1Sest the United States Government
t° ĵtore 5 million tons of their surplus 
*°°^"grams in India as a sort of Bank 
r̂oxS which this country could draw 

dunng an emergency,
whether any formal request m

regard has been made to the
Unil,ed States Government; and
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