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at present two or three of our
ewngineers who have gone 40 take
experience for three mopths. PBut
this particular unit 18 already begin-
ning to function on the experience
and knowledge of owr own engineers
‘who have had occasion to learn about
television before

Shri Keshava: May I know what 15
the total number of sets that this
experimental station 1s hkely to
serve?

Dr Keskar: There can be any num-
ber of sets put up for those who want
to see, but we ourselves are going to
begin with a very modest number of
sets I had occasion to inform the
‘House before that these programmes
are meant for schools and communi-
ties mostly in the rural areas though
we do propose to put up a few sets
in the urban areas also Individuals
can have sets, of course, to see this
programmes There 18 no bar, but
probably the Iimiting factor will be
‘the availability of television sets
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Price of Jute

+
Shri Keshava:

121, Shri Bibhuti Mishra:
Shri Anirudh Sinha:
Shri 8. C. Godsora:

Will the Minster of Commeree and
Industry be pleased t. state:

(a) what are the ieasons for the
steady fall m the prices of jute since
1gt January, 1889; and

(b) what measures Government
haVe taken to check thiz fall®

The Minister of Commerce (Shri
ganungo): (a) The fluctuations m
juie prices since January 1859 have
not been abnormal the prices are
currently looking up

(b) Does not arse
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Shri Rameshwar Tantia: May I
know how much jute has been export-
ed till now m 1959, and what will be
Government's future policy for raw
jute export?

Shri Kanungo: 1 have not got the
export figures with me just now. The
future policy will be intimated in due
time Not now

Shri Ramanathan Chettlar: May 1
know whether it is a fact that Pakis-
tan has got a surplus production of
jute and that is the main reason for
the fall in the prices of Indian jute”?

Shri Kanungo: It is not the reason,
because our import of jute 1s severelv
restricted

Shri Barman: May I know whether
4he STC is still continuing to purchase
jute or has it given it up, and what
is the total quantity that it has pur-
chased up till now?

Shri Kanungo: As I replied to the
other question, I have not got the
figures of the export or of the pur-
chases for export with me just now.
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Shri Rameshwar Tontia: May I
know whether 1n spite of the surplus
crop of jute there 1s still 84 per cent
of the jute looms which remains weal-
ed, and may I know whether the Gov-
ernment will consider the question of
advising the mills to wunseal those
looms to have bigger e¢xports of jute
goods?

Shri Kanungo: The looms are bheing
gradually unsealed, but yet, it must
be remembered that the production
of jute goods does not depend upon
our country alone, but that it depends
upon the production of other countries
and the world demand also

Shri Rameshwar Tantia: My ques-
tion was, when we have got surplus
Jjute and there 1s demand for jute
goods to be exported to foreign coun-
tries, what was the 1eason for keep-
ing the looms sealed when we have
got surplus jute in the country.

The Minister of Commerce and
Industry (Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri):
The hon. Member is aware of the
steps taken by Government in the last
season and he knows that after a long
gap of time we decided to export raw
jute and the STC tovk upon itself the
responsibility of exporting the raw
jute which was purchared in Bihar
and other States. We are keeping
in close touch with the present situa-
tion and there is no cause for worry.
I would like to inform Shri Tantia
that very recently, the Indian Jute
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Mills Association decided to unseal 3j
per cent of looms. Only 10 per cent
will now remain sealed and 2§ per
cent more will be released. It will
help in the consumption of raw jute
in a larger quantity end I hope Shri
Bibhuti Mishra also will have no
ecomplaint because there will be more
and more purchases in Bihar region
a8 well.

Small Paper Mills in Madras State

*728. Shri Damanl: Wil the Minis-
ter of Commerce and Industry be
pleased to refer to the reply given to
Starred Question No. 1657 on the 3rd
April, 1959, and state:

(a) whether negotiations have been
finalised for setting up small paper
mills in Madras State; and

(b) it so, the details thereof?

The Minister of Industry (Shri
Manubhat Shah): (a) and (b). One
scheme for the setting up of a paper
mill at Udamalpet, in Madras with a
capacity of 5 tons per day has been
licensed under the Industries Act
Their proposals for the import of
machinery required for the scheme are
under consideration of the Govern-
ment.

Shri Damani: May I know what 1s
the total requirement of capital and
what kind of paper 18 gomng to be
produced by this unit”

Shrl Manubhal Shah; This umt s a
small unit with a capacity of five to
ten tons per day For the present
the capital will be about Rs 20 to 30
lakhs.

Shri Damani: May [ know how fa
the cost of production of such a small
unit is comparable to the cost of pro-
duction of a bigger unit?

Shri Manubhal Shah: It 1s very
comparable. In some cases 1t will be
Jower for certain varieties,

Shri Damani: May I know whether
the Government 1s going to grant such
licences for erecting small units in
other States as well?
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Shri Manubhai Shah: Already we
Byve considered applications for 11
Ynits and we are going to encourage
More, provided the resources for the
Taw material are there

Shri Damani: May I know whether
Government is going to fix or re-
Sarve some quality of paper for such
Wuts and earmark certain qualities
Tor bigger units?

Shri Manubhai Shah: This question

ardly arises, because we do not want
2ny sub-standard paper to be produc-
€d by any factory whether large or
Small In this case also the quality
Wili be as rigid as others

Shri Ramanathan Chettfar; May [
Know whether any financial assistance
Wiil be given by the Centre to the
Slnall units as 1n bigger umts?

Shri Manubhai Shah: There 1s no
Question of financial assistance except
2 little more liberal attitude in licens-
Mg We are trying to give them some
More tcchnical help and more and
More facilities for import of plant and
Machinery

Shri Morarka: May I know the total
Number of schemes which have been
Sibmitted to the Government for ap-
Poval and how many out of those
Sthemes have so far been approved
8nd what 1s the criterion apphed by

e Government in approving any
Stheme”

Shri Manubhal S8hah: As far as the
Slnall units are concerned, about 11
have been approved Three to four
8re pending Actually, the criterion
%day, as in all industries, 13 foreign
€xchange Therefore, we are trying
14 gee that in this country Itself we
Manufacture all paper machmnery I
3m glad to inform the House that we
8re moving towards the formation, in

e same way as in the sugar industry,
Of a consortium of paper machinery
Manufacturers, So, within the next
two or three years, practically, big,
Medium and small plants are to be
Manufactured in India,





