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caused by the sudden shower ot rain 
or was it a longstanding damage 
that ought to have been repaired 
much earlier?

Sfari A. M. Thomas: Of course, the 
monsoon starts in the beginning of 
June. The repairs were undertaken 
toy the CPWD on the 2nd June. I do 
not think there has been any wilful 
neglect at all.

Shri Sadhao Gupta: The hon. Minu-
ter has said that 100 xnaunds of de-
composed rice will be issued ag poultry 
and cattle feed. Are these being sold 
in the open market? What safeguards 
are taken to see that this rice does 
not get mixed up with other rice?

Shri A. M. Thomas: That quantity 
is still with us pending disposal.

Shri S. M. Banrrjee: Why does he 
not bring it to Delhi"

Central Seed Potato Control Board
*

•iMA J Shrl Ragbonatta Singh:^ Shrl Paha*]*;
Will the Minister of Food and Agri-

culture be pleased to state:
(a) whether the Tuber Crop Com-

mittee of the Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research has recommended 
the setting up of a Central Seed Potato 
Control Board; and

(b) if so, what is the reaction of the 
Government to the said suggestion?

The Deputy Minister of Agriculture 
<8hrl M. V. Krishnappa): (a) Yes.

(b) The suggestion is being exa-
mined.

Shri Raghunath 8ingh: U.P. is the 
largest potato growing State. May I 
know whether the Board is going to 
be set up there?

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: As U.P. is 
the biggest State , it ia also the big-
gest potato growing State. This Board 
is generally meant to grow seed po-
tato; and seed potato is generally 
crown in high altitudes. It is too/ 
early to say whether the Board will 
he Id UP. or elsewhere. Anyhow, it

** being examined and there is yet no 
**lk of a Development Board of that 
type for potato.
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Dr Sushila Nayar- I would like to 
know if anv tests have been carried 
out to find out how long the immu-
nity conferred by B C G lasts

Shri Karmarkar: I iemember some 
tests were made But I do not exact-
ly remember the ptriod—how long 
the immunity was supposed to be 
there

Shri Hem Baraa: May 1 know the 
extent to which B C G  vaccination 
has succeeded in counteracting T B * 
May I know whether there is any 
method of ascertaining it*

Shri Kartaarkar: The surest method 
of ascertaining would be experience 
after a certain number of years If 
a child is BCG vaccinated today we 
have to wait for 10 or 15 years We 
have taken it on a large scale since 
1959 and we are trying to have an 
assessment made Only from recent 
times we are keeping a close watch 
on that from that point of view

Shri Sadhan Gupta: May I know 
the nature of the allergic reaction that 
is produced by B C G  vaccination?

Shri Karmarkar: Does my hon.
friend mean the deleterious allergic 
reactions or the immunity granted?

Shri Sadhan Gupta: The datatertous 
reactions.
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Shri K in m tw : So far as the de- 

leterioii* effects are concerned, first 
«  person is tuberculin tested end only 
In cue there is a need for further 
B.C.G. vaccination this B.C.G. vacci-
nation is done.

Shri Supakar: The B.C.G. campaign 
has been in force in India for some 
years past. Is there any statistics 
Available to show. . . .

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: That he has 
answered just now.

Shri Supakar: . . . to show how far
the general incidence of T.B. has gone 
down during the last few years?

Mr. Depaty-Speaker: The hon.
Member has not probably heard what 
the hon. Minister said. He has ju«-t 
now said that they have begun it in
1949 and that they have not yet esti-
mated. . . .

Shri Kannarkar: As 1 explained we 
began the mass campaign only in 
1959 So whether a boy vaccinated m 
1959, the very first year of the cam-
paign, will develop TB  or not we 
cannot say now We cannot just say 
that he will not develop TB  after
20 years. We have to wait to know 
bow long the immunity lasts. We are 
proceeding with the work This is 
not the only country where this is 
done. It has been decided on the 
basis of authoritative opinion, that 
this is about the only means of creat-
ing immunity against TB

Shri Narayanankutty Menoa: May
I know whether there is a proposal 
before Government to integrate the 
organisations for BCG. vaccination as 
well as for anti-small pox vaccination 
in the interests of economy and 
efficiency?

Shri Kamuu'kar: What does the hon 
member mean—the organisation or the 
vaccination?

Shri Narayanankatty Menon: The
organisation.

8hri Kannarkar: We do not want
to mix up the one with the other. 
With a view to carrying out the 
programme effectively, there is no 
idea of mixing up the two.

*>
Shri Rariah Chandra Mathur: May

I know what is the basis of the ad-
verse opinion of 17 scientists and whe-
ther there has been a re-assessment 
after this opinion was given?

Shri Karmarkar: I do not want to 
take the time of the House. Hie 
question obviously refers to one of 
four articles that have appeared in the 
British Medical Journal of June 0, 
1959 The British Medical Journal has 
collected together articles of different 
opinions This is one of them. As 
against this there are two other arti-
cles by similar experts which are in 
favour of the B.C G campaign The 
British Medical Journal, which is one 
of the laedmg medical journals in 
U.K. has its own opinion that so many 
millions of people have been given 
BCG. vaccination there have been so 
few fatalities that it is clear that the 
risk of T B as a consequence of B C G. 
vaccination is far less than for ex-
ample the risk of acquiring polio-
myelitis after poliomyelitis vacci-
nation

Dr. Snshila Nayar: Are there any 
reported cases of TB. among the 45 
million people that have been vacci-
nated during the last 10 years: and, 
if so, how many9

Shri Karmarkar: As I said, after
vaccination we have not watched all 
these 45 million people It is physi-
cally impossible. The Indian Council 
of Medical Research has been asked 
to make a sample survey among these 
people who have been vaccinated and 
to keep a watch to see whether TJB. 
develops, and if so, to what extent




