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Ballway Wn su In Feroaepur Division

•S77.

f Shri Vasadevan Nair: 
Shri Nagi Reddy:
Shri E. Madhusudan Rao: 
Shri Barrow:

Will the Minister of Railways be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether six hundred railway 
wagons are lying idle at various 
stations of the Ferozepore Division of 
the Northern Railway from the begin
ning of November, 1958; and

(b) if so, whether any investiga
tion has been made to find out the 
reasons therefor?

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
(Shri S. V. Ramaswamy): (a) It is a 
fact  that  during  November  and 
December 1958,  there was a daily 
surplus of nearly 600 wagons on 
Ferozepore Division

(b) Yes.

Shri Vasndevan Nair:  What steps
were taken to put these wagons into 
operation9

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: Those were 
4»>wcceptional circumstances Normally, 
the inward traffic towards Ferozepore 
is much more than the outward traffic 
There is no surplus now

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: What 
is the exact reason for leaving these 
600 wagons surplus during the whole 
of November and December?

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: It is a slack 
period  Generally the empties are 
moved towards the Eastern Railway 
but the Eastern Railway themselves 
had a surplus and these wagons could 
not be moved.

Shri Barrow: Is the surplus due to 
the fact that there is this keen com
petition from road transport?

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: I do not 
think that this particular thing is due 
to that.  There was no off-take.

Fftaiit D. N. Ihraiy: May I know 
whether during this period there was

any demand for wagons from other 
Divisions of the Northern Railway? If 
so, why were these wagons not sent 
there?

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: As I said,
normally the empty wagons move 
towards the Eastern Railway and as 
there was a large holding, that is, 
surplus, there was no demand and the 
wagons could not be utilised.

Shrimati Reau Chakravartty: Dur
ing November and December, which 
the hon Deputy Minister claims was 
a slack penod, were limitations en 
the movement of goods traffic from 
vanaus stations lifted?  May I know 
whether dunng this period, which is 
supposed to be a slack season accord
ing to the hon. Deputy Minister, 
restrictions were removed on move
ment of goods traffic?

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: Yes, sub
sequently removed.

Mr. Speaker:  She wants to know 
whether restrictions were removed 
dunng the penod when these wagons 
were available in surplus.

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy:  Subse
quently all these wagons were utilised. 
It is only dunng those two months 
because of certain difficulties, for 
instance, in Lucknow there was a 
derailment in the Lucknow yard or 
in Moghulsarai, that these wagons 
were not utilised.  There was no 
demand for these wagons elsewhere.

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty:  The
hon Deputy Minister very categori
cally stated that the reason for this 
surplus was that it was a slack season 
and there was no demand for wagons. 
My question is whether, in view of 
the fact that there was slackness ki 
the season and there was no demand, 
restrictions which are normally placed 
on booking  of goods from  various 
stations were removed so that more 
people could utilise the wagons.

The Deputy Minister at Railways 
(Shri Shahnawas Khan):  Regarding
the imposition of restrictions on book
ings, these are governed by various 
factors. One very major factor is the
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line capacity on the way to the desti
nation station. Actually we may have 
surplus of empties in one division. 
But, at the destination station there 
may be restriction on line capacity or 
track restriction on account of this, 
restriction on bookings cannot be re
moved for these particular areas.

Mr. Speaker: Next question. If hon. 
Members do not find time to speak 
on this during the Railway Budget, I 
will waive delay and they can take 
up the  matter “Best  utilisation of 
wagons”, and I am prepared to give 
half an hour any day. ^
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