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Shri Dasappa: I would like to know, 
in answer to part (b) of the question, 
whether the largest grape growing 
area is not round about Bangalore? 
There are already 3,000 acres of land 
under grapes. In fact, they are not 
able to And a good enough market for 
their grapes as prices are going down. 
May I know why no attempt is made 
to get the grapes sent to other parts 
of India?

Shri Tyagi: Your grapes are sour!

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: The area given 
by the hon. Member is quite correct 
It is in the neighbourhood of 3,000 
acres. I have not heard any complaint 
about the prices and so we have not 
been able to do anything.

An Bon. Member: Send it to Delhi.
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Some Hon. Members rose—

Mr. Speaker: We have not gone
over nine questions.

Shri &  &. Gaik wad: May I ask
one question?

Mr. Speaker: Not now.

Rise In Price of Wheat In Delhi
+

'Shri Rameshwar Tantia: 
Shrim&ti ita Palchoadhuri: 
Shri Ram Krishan:
Shri S. M. Banerjee:
Shri Prakash V. Shastri:
Shri Vajpayee:

'61. j  Shri Raghunath Singh:
Pandit D. N. Tlwary:
Shri Naval Prabhakar:
Shri Blbhoti Mishra:
Shri R. S. Tlwary:
Shri Mohan Swamp:

Will the Minister of Pood and Agri
culture be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware 
that the wheat prices in Delhi have 
registered a very high rise;

(b) if so, what is the reason of the
high prices; and *

(c) what steps have been taken to 
supply low priced wheat to the people 
in Delhi?

The Deputy Minister of Food and 
Agriculture (Shri A. M. Thomas): (a) 
and (b). Yes, the price of indigenous 
wheat has increased. The main rea
son is that Delhi receives its supply 
0? indigenous wheat from Punjab 
where the prices have risen. 
The rise of prices in Punjab 
may be due partly to shortage of 
supply in the market, partly to 
Panicky purchases by consumers out 
of fear that prices will go up further 
and also to some extent to the ex
ploiting of the situation whenever pos
sible by the trade.

(c) From the middle of November 
Government arranged for the supply 
of cheap atta in the market by requir
ing the mills to make atta only out 
of imported wheat. Early in January, 
the availability of such atta was in
creased by increasing the quota of the 
mills to their maximum capacity. In 
addition, sale of imported wheat 
through about 200 fair price shops w h s  

arranged. These supplies are adequate 
for meeting the entire requirements 
of Delhi.

Shri Rameshwar Tantia: May I
know whether it is a fact that before-
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the present m e m the wheat prices 
in Delhi, the authorities were aware 
that wheat was being smuggled to 
the adjoining States, and if so, what 
steps have been taken to stop that 
smuggling*

Shri A M Thomas: Punjab and
Delhi are within one and the same 
zone There have been allegations 
that wheat was being smuggled to 
U P, and •sU'ps have been taken to 
stop it

Shri Jagdiah Awasthi: What steps 
have been taken?

Shri Tyagi: I protest against this
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fUja Mah«»dfa Pratap: A famous 
CID officer called on me this morning, 
by name Mr Bah of Lodi Colony, and 
he said that he could trace many 
great shop-keepers and shops where 
grain is stored Can you take his 
services’  He is prepared to help 
you

Mr Speaker- That is a suggestion 
for action

Shri S. M Banerjee: The hon Min
ister has just stated that 200 lair 
pnce shops have been started May 
I know whether it is a fact that these 
shops are quite inadequate to supply 
atta and wheat to the people, and if 
so, whether the number is going to 
be increased’  Maj I also know the 
price at which atto and wheat are 
bemg sold in the open market at 
Delhi’

Shri A. P. Jain: The number 200 
refers only to wheat Otherwise, 
there are more than 4,000 shops for 
otto operating m Delhi
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Skrl B. ML Banerjee: My question 
has not been answered. I had asked 
for the price of wheat and atta in 
the open market

Mr. Speaker: He will think over 
and answer.
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Mr. Speaker: All are parts of the 
eame question.
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Mr. Speaker: Order, order. First 
1 must exhaust those hon. Members 
who had taken the trouble of tabling 
the question The hon Member’s 
name does not appear here
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Shri Ram KHshan. May 1 know 
the highest wheat price registered so 
far’

Shri A. M. Thomas. In Delhi, 
Rs 20 50 was the highest pnce, that 
was for the Dara variety
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Ch. Ranbir Singh rose—
Mr. Spaker: Order, order. I have 

allowed one question to the bon. Mem
ber. If ryots should come to the House 
and then say that atta has not been 
given to them, what about others who 
are living m towns’

Shri S. M. Banerjee: May I know 
the price of atta and wheat at present 
m Delhi7

Shri A. P. Jain: All the atta is
manufactured out of the overseas 
wheat, and it is being sold at the rate 
of Rs. 15*81 per maund

Shri Rameshwar Tantia: As there 
is a general complaint about the 
quality of the imported wheat and 
atta, may I know whether Govern
ment are taking steps to get it ex
amined by the laboratories7

Mr Speaker: He says there is a 
general complaint about the quality 
at the imported wheat or atta, and he 
wants to know what steps are being 
taken to rectify the same

Shri A. P. Jala: I am eating that 
atta; perhaps, the hon Speaker is also 
eatmg that atta and I have not heard 
of any such complaint

Mr. Speaker: I do not suppose the 
hon Minister will invite my opinion 
about it.

Shri Hem Barua: We would like to 
have it

Mr. Speaker: Next question 

Diesel and Electric Locomotives
+

r Shri Shree Narayan Das: 
\Shri Kesh&va:

Will the Minister of Railways be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether any, if so what, efforts 
are being made for the manufacture

of Diesel and Electric Locomotives in 
India; and

(b) the present requirement of Rail
ways for such locomotives7

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): (a) Yes; pro
posals are under consideration

(b) Besides the orders already 
placed, the requirements for the re
maining 2nd Plan period are about 25 
Broad Gauge mam line diesels, and 53 
Broad Gauge Diesel Shunters For 
A C electrification schemes which 
are expected to be completed during 
the 2nd Plan period, it is assessed that 
151 electric locos would be necessary. 
Orders have been placed for 110 locos 
Seven DC locos of 1500 Volts will 
also be necessary for Central Railway 
during the 2nd Plan period.

Shri Shree Narayan Das: What is 
the nature of the proposals that are 
being considered now both for diesel 
and for locomotive manufacture7

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: We have 
taken a policy decision in the Rail
way Ministry that the development of 
electric locomotives will be done in 
the public sector. The diesel loco
motive development will be left to the 
private sector For the development 
of electric locomotives, we have placed 
an order for 110 locomotives abroad. 
Out of those, 10 locomotives are being 
received at Chittaranjan in a knocked 
down condition. Those locomotives 
will be assembled in Chittaranjan and 
that will give valuable training for 
our staff. We have also made arrange
ments with our consultants who are 
the French National Railways, to 
send our people for training abroad 
m their factories We hope that the 
mechanical parts of the electric loco
motives will be manufactured at 
Chittaranjan The electrical parts will 
be manufactured at the Heavy 
Electrical Project at Bhopal

Shri Shree Narayan Das: Have any 
foreign firms made any offer for manu
facturing diesel engines here?

Shri Shahnawas Khan: There are 
three well known Indian firms,




