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operations in other  companies  are 
Iseing investigated by the Commission

Shri Joachim Alva: Has  Govern
ment observed that  these  concerns 
adopt quick change methods, namely, 
when we start an investigation they 
transfer the ownership of the company 
to somebody else, as has been done m 
the case of the Times of India’ Has 
Government also observed that  the 
Pakistan Times has been seized  by 
Pakistan Government and new direc
tors have been appointed thereon’

Shri Kanuago: These points are for 
the Commission to consider

Shri Bam Krishan Gupta:  May I
know whether Government have re- 
ceivwi* cniy- i-equtsf Ar* invesolgjnluir 
Into Swadesh Nirman Limited’

Shri  Kannngo.  No  Government 
have not yet  received any  request 
about the Swadesh Nirman Company

Nepa Newsprint

*2309. Shri Kameshwar Tantia: Will 
the Minister of Commerce and Indus
try be pleased to state

(a) whether Government are aware 
{hat the price of Nepa Newsprint was 
raised dunng the last year, and

(b) if so, what was this  increase 
and on what basis it was effected’

The Minister  of  Industry  (Shri 
Manubhal Shah): (a) Yes, Sir

(b)  The prices were  raised with 
effect from 1st May, 1958 frOm 42 5 
nP per lb FOR Nepanagar to 47 5 
nP per lb FOR  Nepanagar  This
excludes the excise duty of 10 nP per 
lb  The price had to be  increased 
because of increase m cost of  raw 
materials, coal,  steam and  freight 
charges

Shri Kameshwar Tantia: What was 
the total production  of the  Nepa 
factory during  1957-58 and  what 
were the results of the profit and loss 
accounts’

t

Shrl Manubhal Shah: *The  House 
WU1 be glad to know that since w» 
t°ok over the management of Nepa, 
the  production,  which was only
2-!$63 tons m 1950, has raised itself m 
1&5B to 22,000 tons 

Shri Kameshwar Tantia: May I know 
whether it is a fact that the quality 
°t Nepa papers is inferior to the im
ported paper’ If so, what improve
ments are proposed’

Shri Manubhal Shah: It is true that 
t*le quality is not as satisfactory as 
it 1S desired to be, but it has much 
“hproved in the last two years

Shrl Jaganatha Rao: When is tins 
Nepa Paper Mill to reach the original 
target of 30,000 tons’

Shri Manubhal Shah: Now we seem
have turned the corner  With the 

lr\stallation of the  Chandni  power 
hbuse, for which orders  are being 
Placed, I think next year we should 
r̂ach the target
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Shri Braj Baj Singh: Has it  been
brought to the notice of Government 

that  even at  this  increased price 

People are not getting paper from the 

*tepa Mills’

Shri Manubhal Shah: That is partly 
true, because the demand is  going 
'jp very fast and in spite of the fact— 
<is I stated m the other House —that 
Ve have exceeded the target m paper 
production this year and last year, the 
tiemand has gone up and is more than



•ur estimated demand.  Therefore, 
we have licensed almost  one lakh 
tons extra over the Second Five Year 
Plan target.

ghrl Vajpayee: Is it not a fact that 
in spite of the  increase in price ol 
newsprint, the Nepa Mills are running 
at a heavy loss?

Shri Manabhai Shah:  No, Sir. I
am glad to inform the House that in
1958-59 we expect to make some profit 
after meeting some of the depreciation 
and writing off of a part of the old 
losses.

Shri Rajeshwar Patel:  The  hon.
Minister just now stated that there is 
very little room  for  misuse and 
black-marketing. I  would  like to 
draw the attention of the hon. Minis
ter to a photostat facsimile of a letter 
that was  written by  one of the 
Directors of a big Newspaper in Mad
ras to his Assistant Manager  which 
shows what gross misuse  is being 
made of the newsprint quota:

“We will have to  deliver the 
balance of five tons of overissues 
to Mr. K A. Raja and nine tons of 
overissues to M/s Jothee  Waste 
Paper  Company .  . . Besides
delivering the five tons . .

Mr. Speaker: The hon Member is 
delivering a speech.

' Shri Rajeshwar Patel: No, Sir, there 
are instances m this  letter  which 
clearly show.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member can 
only put a question.

Shri Rajeshwar Patel:  Yes. The
hon. Minister just now  stated that 
there is no room for misuse or black- 
marketmg. Here is positive evidence.

Mr. Speaker:  The  hon.  Member 
may transmit it to the hon. Minister.

Shri Rajeshwar Patel: I am prepared 
to place it on the Ttable of the House.

Mr. Speaker: I am not prepared to 
allow that; the Table is very narrow.
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The hon Member may as well put 
a question as  to  whether  certain 
things have come to his notice

Shrt Rajeshwar Patel: Has it been 
brought to the  notice of the  hon. 
Minister ....

Mr. Speaker: That he has read al
ready.

Shri Manabhai Shah: As  I  have 
already mentioned  there  was some 
slight variation m the hon. Member’s 
repetition. First I was supposed to 
have said there was very little scope 
and then there was no scope  I never 
said so  I said the scope is less than 
what is was before

Mr. Speaker: All  that  the hon. 
Member  wants is to bnng  certain 
instances to his notice so that he may 
take certain steps.

Shri Mannbhal Shah:  That  was
what I answered: m spite of increase 
in production, the  demand is going 
up  There is, of course, some truth in 
what the hon. Member suggests.

Shri Vasadevan Nair: May I know 
how the new price of Nepa Newsprint 
compares with the price of imported 
newsprint?

Shri Manubhai Shah: It vanes. At 
one stage it was Ks 100 less than the 
imported price; but there are fluctua
tions in the international price and at 
present it is about Rs. 80 or so more.

All India Middle Class Family Budget

+

f Shri T. B. Vittal Rao:

•aaia J shri D- c- Sharma: 
v’ j Shri Ignace Beck:

Shri S. C. Godsora:

Will the Prime Minister be pleased 
to state:

(a) the progress made up-to-date 
in regard to field work in connection 
with thtf All India Middle Class Family 
Budget Survey; and

(b) when the survey is likely to be 
concluded?
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