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Oil Indusiry .

*930. Shyl Sypakar: Will the Minister
of Steel, Mines and Fuel be pleased to
state

(a) whether any special emphasis
will be given to the development of
Oil Industry in India during the Third
Tive Year Plan period, and

Iy
(b) whether the amount lhkely to
be jnvested in this project has been
agsessed?

The Minister of Minés and Oil (Shri
K. D Malaviya): (a) and (b) The
country 1s at present almost wholly
dependent on imports of crude o1l and,
in addition, substantial quantities of
defiit products have also to be import-
ed Consumption of petroleum pro-
ducts has also been steadily rising
with the industrialisation It 1s there-
fore, expected that there will be special
emphasis on the development of oil
industry during the Third Five-Year
Plan period Prelhminary work has
already been started in assessing what
programmes and 1investment would be
needed in that period 1in the o1l sector
Till, however, an outhine of the Plan
as a whole 1s readv 1t would not be
possible to state what would be invest-
ed on the development of oil industry

Shrl Supakar I understand that the
Government 1s going to lay as much
emphasis on o1l m the Third Five Year
Plan as they have done m the case of
steel and iron m the Second Five Year
Plan Mayv I know 1if any target for
production has bcen fixed <o far as o1l
1s concerned”

Shri K D Malaviya I will be happy
if the Government attach the highest
importance to oil industry in the Third
Five Year Plan With regard to pro-
duction targets as I said, we are
already working on a figure and we
hope that we shall be able to give
some Indication to the House only
after some time

Shri Supakar: There was a project
for having synthetic oll—petrol from
coal—and that has been shelved for
some time m the past May I know
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if this project will be included 1n the
oil projects during the Thurd Five Year
Plan?

Shri K D. Malaviya: The programme
of synthetic petrol 1s a past history
Bes:ides, we are already having surplus
motor spirit in the country as a result
of distillation from crude o1 I do
not think we are just now giving any
emphasis to the production of synthe-
tic petrol

Shri Bishwanath Roy. May I know
whether any plan 1s under considera-
tion for completing the drilling opera-
tions by the end of the Third Five
Year Plan at the different sites where
there have heen signs or prospects of
ol?

Shri K D Malaviya I am sure the
hon Member 1s fully aware of the
activities of the Government of India
in regard to o1l exploration and dnll-
Ing going on In various places

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty May 1
know what will be the financial implh-
cation, of the new concessions which
the Finance Minister reported will be
given to Stanvac 1n West Bengal?

Shri K D Malaviya: Surely, Sir,
this supplementarv does not arise out
of this question

Shri Hem Barua Mav 1 know whe-
ther an estimate of the o1l so far
explored and the o011 hikely to be
explored 1<« made bv now so as to give
us an idea of the o industry durmng
the Third Five Year Plan”

Mr Speaker He said that it 1s being
estimated

Shri K D Malaviya Yes Sir, we
are assessing the existing production
and future potential production n
order to complete the picture of our
requirements at the end of the Third
Fnne Year Plan

Shri Supakar. So far as the per-
sonnel—the technicians and other per-
sons—that will be required for unple-
menting this plan during the Third
Five Year Plan 1s concerned, have the
Government given any thought, and
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are they making all preparations to
see that they do not fall behind the
programme?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: Yes, Sir, we
are very much alive to the require-
ments of technical personnel required
for petroleum industry, and we are
pursuing a programme which 1s expect-
ed to give us the maximum number of
technical personnel that we require
from our own country

Delhi Public Relations Committee

*942. Shri Vajpayee: Will the Minis-
ter of Home Affairs be pleased to
state:

(a) whether 1t 1s a fact that the
Public Relations Commuttee, Delh: has
been expanded recently,

(b) if so, the reasons thereof,

(c) whether any member of the
Committee has tendered his resigna-
tion recently as a protest agamnst the
food policy of Government, and

(d) whether his resignation has been
accepted

The Minister of Home Affairs (Shri
G. B. Pant): (a) and (b) Yes Five
new members, four of whom are mem-
bers of Parhament, have been added
to the Public Relations Committee,
Delh1 recently (with effect from 29th
January, 1859) so that the Committee
may have the benefit of their active
association with 1t

(c) One member, who was appointed
on 15th November, 1958 resigned on
27th January, 1959

(d) Yes

Shri Vajpayee: May I know the
reasons why the Members of Parlha-
ment from the Union Territory of
Dellu were not included in the Com-
mittee just after the general elec-
tions? May I know why their inclu-
sion has been so much delayed?

Pandit G. B, Pant: Well, I cannot
exactly say why they were not includ-
ed, perhaps, their position was con-
sidered to be much more representa-
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tive than that of the members of the
Relations Committee itself. But later
1t was felt that their presence would
be specially helpful, so they might be
mvited to join the Commuttee.

Shri Vajpayee: What is the present
strength of the Committee?

Pandit G. B, Pant: The onginal
strength of the Committee was 21. A
number of members have been added
since and the present strength might
be, I think, bordering on about 35—
but that is mere guess work

Shrl Braj Raj Singh: May we know
the reasons and grounds given by
the member who resigned from this
Committee?

Pandit G. B. Pant: He resigned be-
cause a Food Committee had not been
formed specially for Delhi Termtory.
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Short Notice Question

0Oil Drilling in Hoshiarpur

+
9 J Shri D. C. Sharma:
* "\ Shrimati Ila Palchoudhuri:

Will the Mmnister of Steel, Mines and
Fuel be pleased to state.

(a) whether 1t 1s a fact that oil
driluing n  Hoshiarpur district n
Punjab State has been abandoned, and






