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cut by competition on the open tender 
system Some small contracts have 
been s j- .^ fu l-y  secured by a few 
retired employees, engaged in this 
line of business on the basis of their 
•offers being the lowest acceptable

(c) Does not arise

Calcutta Port
*879. Shri Rameshwar Tantia: Will 

the Minister of Transport and Com
munications be pleased to state

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
river drafts have fallen in the Port 
of Calcutta,

(b) whether it is causing delay in 
finding berths to ships, and

(c) if so, what steps are being 
taken to improve the matter’

The Minister of State in the Minis
try of Transport and Communications 
(Shri Raj Bahadur) (a) Yes, Sir

(b) No, Sn Reduction m drafts 
has no bearing on finding berths for 
vessels It docs however occasionally 
lead to the detention of the Ships at 
Sandheads

(c) A statement is laid on the 
Table of the Lok Sabha

S t a t e m e n t

The present fa'l m rivei diafts is 
the result of deterioration of the 
River Hooghly m the estuary below 
Diamond Haiboui in what is known 
as the Bala i/Rangafalla Channel 
Suitable river training works coupled 
with dredging is considered to be the 
permancn4 solution to the ptoblcm 
Experiments are m progress at the 
Central Water and Power Reseaich 
Station, Poona to determine the 
appropriate river training works to 
be taken up In the meanwhile 
dredging of the Balan/Rangafalla 
Channel has been undertaken to lm 
prove the depths Steps are also 
being undertaken to add to the 
dredger fleet of the Port Commis
sioners to tope with the increased 
■dredging i quirements
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Pxport of Paddy from Punjab

"882 Shn Ajit Singh Sarhadi. Will 
the Min stcr of Food and Agriculture
be pleased to state

(a) whethei it is a fact that export 
of pacMy h been banned from 
Puhjab by the Central Government, 
anq

(b) if so how it has affected the 
prite thereof’

the Minister of Pood and Agricul
ture (Shri A P Jain): (a) Yes, Sir

<b) The imposition of the iestnc- 
tioi] has not resulted in any fall in 
the price of paddy




