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there is going to be a midway after 
some discussion.

Shrl A. C. Guha: May I know the 
reason why Government has not pro
ceeded on the basis of co-operative 
farming, and whether there is any 
idea to start utilising the land on a 
co-operative farming basis at least as 
an experimental measure?

Shri S. K. Dey: That also is intend
ed to go ahead alongside the gram- 
dan work.

Shri Ranga: Is it not a fact that in 
most of the villages which are sup
posed to have been given over to 
gramdan— in Koraput District, for 
instance, from which my hon. friend, 
Shri Jaganatha Rao hails—the ques
tion o f distribution or the question 
of co-operative or collective cultivat
ion has not been taken up and the 
lands are still in the possession of
people who are supposed to be
pa ttedars?

Shri S. K. Dey: There is no insis
tence on the part of the Sarva Sewak 
Sangh that there should be co-operat
ive cultivation. Where people decide 
to cultivate in co-operation, they are 
free to do so, and where they wish 
to cultivate on individual holdings, 
purely for the matter of cultivation, 
they are allowed to do so

Shrl Tyagi: May I know whether it 
is seen that the distribution is done 
on such a basis that each holding is 
at least economic?

Shrl S. K. Dey: The distribution is 
done by the village people them
selves, and no pressure is exercised 
on them.

Shri B. K. Gaikwad: May I know 
to whom these gramdan lands are 
distributed?

Shrl 8 . K. Dey: To the actual culti
vators in the villages who are pre
pared to cultivate the land and not 
earn a rental.

Shri Taagamanl: In reply to an 
earlier supplementary the him. 
Minister stated that gramdan is being 
done in Thirumangalam FtrJca in 
Madras State. May I know whether 
directions will be issued to the Block 
Development Officer not to take up 
only this gramdan work which will 
affect the usual developmental work 
which has to be attended to by him?

Shri S. K. Dey: It is perfectly im
plicit that the Block Development 
Officer should work not merely in the 
gramdan areas but also in other areas 
in the Block.

Some Hon. Members rose—

Mr. Speaker: We will go to the next 
question. Gramdan won’t be exhaust
ed in less than ten minutes.
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Shri B. K. Gaik wad: Sir, we could

not follow the answer.
Mr. Speaker: The answer may be

given in English.
Shri Shahnawaz Khan: (a) During

1956, 1957 and 1958 (upto July) 42 
batches of farmers (kisans) toured 
India by rail in 42 special trains. No 
special trains were run for labourers.

(b) Many places of historical, reli
gious and developmental interest. A 
list of the more important among these 
has been laid on the Table o£ the Lok 
Sabha. [Sec Appendix HI, annexure 
No. 68.]

(c) No direct financial assistance was 
given by the Ministry of Railways for 
these tours, but concessional fares 
were charged.

The Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting, however, incurred the 
entire expenditure of Rs. 21817*48 for 
two special trains—one for 693 fanners 
run in 1956 from Delhi to Nangal Dam 
and back and another special train for 
700 fanners run in 1957 from Delhi 
to Nangal Dam, Patiala and back to 
Delhi—and part of the expenditure to 
the extent of Rs. 9456*30 on one special 
train of 800 farmers run in 1958 from 
Delhi to Nangal Dam and back.
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Shri Venkatasubbaiah: In view of 
the fact that in the special trains that 
are run for farmers many people who 
are not farmers are taking advantage 
of the concession, may I know whe
ther Government contemplate setting 
up a sort of a selection committee in 
order to see that only genuine farmers 
are allowed to travel in these trains 
taking advantage of the concession 
allowed to them?
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Shri Shafantvaz Khan: Government 
does not propose to set up any select
ion committee for selecting farmers 
to go on tour, but we have one rule 
that any special train that is provided 
for farmers must be sponsored by the 
State Government with a view to 
ensure that the people for whom it is 
intended are bona fide farmers.
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Pandit J. P. Jyotishi: Does the

Government intend to extend this
facility to other classes of people also 
who are as poor as farmers?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: This facility 
is already there for students, teachers, 
etc.

Pandit J. P. Jyotishi: 1 mean,
besides students and teachers.

(No answer was given )
Shri S. M. BanerjBe: May I know 

whether similar concession will be 
given to industrial workers for under
taking this educative tour7

Shri Shahnawaz Khan; It may be
extended to industrial as well as 
agricultural workers.

Shri Rajendra Singh: If certain far
mers want to visit the Congress Con

ference, may I know whether they 
will be extended the same facilities?

An Hon. Member: It is being done.
Shri Shahnawas Khan: No, Sir; 

they will not be given.
Shri Thlmmaiah: May I know

whether the word ‘farmer’ includes 
agricultural labour also?

Mr. Speaker: He said so. He said 
that it includes industrial and agri
cultural labour also.

Shri B. K. Gaikwad: May I know
from what States farmers participated 
in this tour, and how many farmers 
there were from Bombay State?

Shri Shahnawas Khan: I have got a 
detailed list here.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member will 
learn it from him. There are 14 States 
in India.

Shri N. R. Munisamy: The hon.
Deputy Minister has said that the spe
cial trains were run for farmers and 
not for labourers. May I know wheth
er no labourers have sought the 
assistance of the Government for their 
taking a tour, or, was their request 
denied?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: The parties
organise themselves and they apply to 
the railway for this concession. No 
such party of labourers came forward.

Late-running of Local Trains In
Sealdah Division of Eastern Railway 
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Will the Minister of Railways be 
pleased to state:

(a) the number of times in May and 
June, 1958 when local trains in the




