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The Minister of State In the Minis
try at fnuuvw t and CoramunksatWms 
(Shri Raj Bahadur): (a ) Yes.

(b ) Not yet known as the vessel
is still in the hands of the salvers.

Floods tat Bihar
rShrt Shree Narayan Das: 

H IM . J  Shri Radha Raman:
\_Dr. Baq, Subhag Singh:

W ill the Minister of Food and 
Agriculture be pleased to state:

(a ) whether it is a fact that large 
areas in Bihar specially its northern 
parts have been inundated by floods 
in almost all the rivers there;

(b ) if so, the nature and extent of 
damage caused;

(c ) whether it is a fact that standing 
bhadai crops and transplanted paddy 
are almost wholly destroyed;

(d ) whether the State has sought 
the help of the Centre to meet the situ
ation created by high floods; and

(e ) if so, the nature of help sought 
and the extent to which the Centre 
has decided to give such help?

The Minister of Food and Agricul
ture (Shri A. P. Jain): (a ) to (c). 
The Government o f Bihar have re
ported that large areas of North 
Bihar have been inundated by floods 
and there has been considerable 
damage to Bhadai and Aghani crops. 
Roads, bridges, culverts and other 
public properties have also been 
damaged. The actual loss has not 
been assessed as yet.

(d ) No.

(e ) Does not arise.

Bond Credit

•11M. Shri Shree Narayan Das:
W ill the Minister o f Food and Agri
culture be pleased to refer to the reply 
given to the Starred Question No. 71 
on the 12th November, 1057, and state:

(a ) whether the field investigations 
tor n—wiring significant changes on

the demand side of credit and also 
the study of the working of various 
types of cooperatives have been com
pleted; and

(b ) if so, the conclusions arrived 
at regarding the credit situation in the 
rural sector?

The Minister of Food and Agricul
ture (Shri A. P. Jain): (a ) Yes, Sir.

(b ) The drafting of the district 
reports is now on hand in the Re
serve Bank o f India. A  general re
port embodying the findings of the 
survey w ill be issued after the pre
paration of district reports.

Transport Co-operattre Societies

•is*s S Shri Bam Krlshan:
\  Sardar Iqbal Singh:

W ill the Minister of Transport and 
Communications be pleased to state:

(a ) whether a scheme to set up 
transport co-operative societies of 
educated unemployed for long dis
tance operations is under consider
ation;

(b ) if so, the salient features of 
the scheme:

(c ) whether any financial alloca
tions have been made in this regard 
to the State Governments;

(d ) if so. the amount so allocated 
(State-wise); and

(e ) the progreat made so far?

Hie Minister of State in the Minis
try of Transport and Communic ations 
(Shri Raj Bahadur): A  statement
giving the required information is 
laid on the Table of the Rouse. [See 
Appendix V, annexure No. 130.)

Convention regarding Stowaways
*1393. Sardar Iqbal Singh: W ill the 

Minister of Transport and Communi
cations be pleased to state:

(a ) whether India has ratified the 
convention relating to stowaways 
adopted at Brussels;
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(b ) i f  so, when; and

(c ) if not, the reasons therefor?

The Minister of State in the BUnls- 
try of Transport and Communication* 
(Shri Raj Bahadur): (a ) No.

(b ) Does not arise.

(c ) The matter is still under con
sideration in consultation with the 
interests concerned.

Food Situation In West Bengal
Shri Subodh Hansda:
Shri S. C. Samanta:

W ill the Minister of Food and Agri
culture be pleased to state:

(a ) the impreseions of his tour in 
the month of July, 1958 in West Bengal 
regarding the food position in rural 
areas;

(b ) whether it is a fact that people 
urged upon him to supply rice and to 
stop wheat supply; and

(c) i f  so, whether any action has 
been taken in this direction?

The Minister of Food and Agricul
ture (Shri A. P. Jain): fa) to (c ). In 
a short visit, it was not possible to 
study closely the position of the rural 
areas but there were, difficulties of 
varying degree in some parts which I 
visited. There was no general de
mand for supply of rice only. In one 
place, the question was raised and 
addressing a large gathering, I  pointed 
out the difficulties about the supply 
o f rice. On the whole they appreciat
ed our difficulties. My general im
pression is that people in West Bengal 
can easily acquire a liking for wheat
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Departmental Catering
J  Shri Ram Krlahan:
\Sardar Iqbal Singh:

Will the Minister of Railways be 
pleased to state:

(a ) the names of Railway stations 
on which departmental catering has 
been introduced so far, Zone-wise; and

(b ) the names of Railway stations 
on which departmental catering will 
be introduced during 1958-59 Zone- 
wise?

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
(Shri Shahnawax Khan): (a ) A  state
ment is laid on the Table of the Lok 
Sabha. [See Appendix V, annexure 
No. 131.]

(b ) Eastern Railway.

( i )  Ranaghat.

(ii )  Burdwan.

Construction of River Bridges In 
Bombay

*265. Shri Fucufcat: W ill the
Minister of Transport aad CemmnBi- 
MtioM be pleased to state:

(a ) the amount granted by the 
Central Government to Bombay State 
for the construction of bridge* over 
rivers during the Second Five Year 
Plan; and




