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ourselves bo far as we can that they 
are harmless that we permit the 
advertisements.

ghri Nath Pal: It has been adver
tised that the solution to the growth 
of population has been found in the 
form of a pill. May I know whether 
the medical authorities of the Govern
ment of India have examined the 
claim?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: As I explained 
just now, for the present, in this 
question we are concerned with the 
question of advertisement of contra
ceptives.

Shri Nath Pal: The pill is a contra
ceptive pill and it is being advertised.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: We are con
cerned only with the advertisement 
of contraceptives at present.

Shri Nath Pal: It is being advertised 
in India now and I read it in the 
latest issue of the LIFE.

The Prime Minister and Minister of 
External Affairs (Shri Jawaharlal 
Nehru): The hon. Member said that 
he has read it in the latest issue of 
LIFE or some such paper. Normally, 
we do not go to it for precise or accu
rate information, scientific or other.

In regard to the so-called contracep
tive pill, obviously, it would be a 
great thing if it is a simple, satis
factory and cheap contraceptive pill 
so discovered. In this matter some of 
our own doctors have taken the lead 
in research work at more than one 
place, and more particularly m Cal
cutta. They have done good work. 
Thus far, they are more or less satis
fied that the pill works in regard to 
certain minor animals. The difficulty 
is that research on this takes time and 
now they are trying that in a methodi
cal way so as to test the efficacy of 
it. And the Government of India have 
given them grants and are helping 
them in this process.
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Shri Tangamanl: The hon. Minister 
just now stated that 104 persons have 
been arrested. May I know how 
much quantity of wheat has been 
seized from those people?

^The Deputy Minister of Food and 
Agriculture (Shri A. M. Thomas):
About 883 mds.

Sardar Iqbal Singh: May I know 
what other steps Government have 
taken to arrest this smuggling of 
wheat than this seizure of wheat?
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Shri A. p. lain: We have taken * 
number of steps. It will not be in 
public interests to specify them be
cause that will give the clue to the 
smugglers.

Shri Feroze Ghandi: Out of these
883 mds. may I know how much of 
it was wheat belonging to the fair 
price shops?

Shri A. P. Jain: We have no such 
record.

Shri Radha Raman: May I know
whether the steps that have been 
taken by Government have not 
yielded any effective results and 
that most of the arrested persons are 
those who are just taking small 
quantities of wheat and that the big 
persons, the big trucks etc., are still 
continuing smuggling?

Shri A. P. Jain.* It may be that 
something may be taking place here 
and there; but there is good reason 
to think that smuggling has practical
ly stopped.

Shri Radha Raman: Just now it was 
disclosed that 104 persons have been 
arrested. May I know at what stage 
these prosecutions are?

Shri A. P. Jain: Forty-three persons 
have been convicted already and the 
other cases are proceeding.
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Sardar Iqbal Singh: I do not agree 
with the hon. Minister’s reply that 
smuggling has stopped. May I know 
whether Government has taken steps 
just as blacklisting these firms which 
are carrying on smuggling of wheat 
from Delhi to U.P. and cancelling 
their licences etc.?

Shri A. P. Jala: Some of the .urma 
have been blacklisted and some 
licences have been suspended and 
temporary licences are not being issu
ed to them.

Shri Feroie Gandhi: The hon.
Minister just now stated that he does 
not know the quantity of wheat which 
was smuggled from the fair price 
shops. May I know whether it is it 
fact that wheat from fair price shops 
was also smuggled and included in 
this quantity?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: How to dis
tinguish one wheat from the other?

Shri Feroze Gandhi: May I know
whether it is correct?

Shri A. M. Thomas: There is not
much likelihood o f imported wheat 
being smuggled because in Punjab 
and Delhi we are not distributing im
ported wheat to any substantial 
extent.

Shri Sadhan Gupta: May 1 know
whether motor trucks and other 
vehicles have been seized in the act 
of smuggling, and, if so, how many?

Shri A. P. Jain: Yes; some motor 
trucks were seized.

Shri Sadhaji Gupta: How many?

Shri A. P. Jain: I could not give the 
number.

Salinity of Mooghly Water
*162. Shri Tridib Kumar Chaudhuri:

Will the Minister of Transport and 
Communications be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that certain 
locomotive engines in commission in 
the Port Railways, Calcutta, went out 
of order on the 8th June, 1958 due to 
the high salinity of Hooghly water 
which is used in the running of these 
locomotives and that the Eastern Rail
way was approached for loan of some 
engines to maintain the services; and

(b) if so, what steps have been taken 
by the port authorities to meet the 
problems created by high salinity o f 
Hooghly water?




