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we are carrying on negotlations with
other countries also.

Shri Kasliwal: May I know whe-
ther, in view of the fact that there
is a possibility of a very good wheat
«<rop this time, there is any reason
to believe that there will be a down-
ward revision of the quantity to be
imported now from abroad?

Bhri A. M. Thomas: There is
no scope for ¢ downward revision,
‘we have contracted with Canada; on
& deferred payment basis, to import
about four lakhs of tons of wheat; on
the Colombo Plan basis we are im-
Jporting about 115,000 tons. More than
100,000 tons have already arrived and
it is only a lttle more quantity that
remains

Shri Sinhasan Singh: Just now, the
hon. Deputy Minister said that they
‘have already entered into a contract
for four lakhs of tons of wheat from
Canada, and to a previous supplemen-
tary about the price, he said it was
not proper to disclose that in public
interest as negotiations are in progress
with other countries. The very fact
that a contract has be=n entered into
with Canada implies th.. some price
must have aiready been fixed It
should thus be mentioned.

Mr. Speaker: Negotiations are pro-
<ceedmg.

Shri Sinhasan Singh: Already,
there is a contract, which means
finalisation of the contract for some
price. Some price must be the basic
-price over which the contract has been
entered into.

Mr. Speaker: That is the reasoning
of the hon. Member. They have en-
tered into an agreement for the pur-
chase and they are negotiating for the
price. So, there does not seem to be
anything unreasonable.

Shri Sinhasan Singh: That is the
way—

Mr, Speaker: That is the way in
which Government have proceeded.

Shri P. B, Patel: Then the price

of wheat at our godowns in our coun-
*
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try may be less than our jocal wheat
price.

Shri A. M, Thomus: It wolild not be
less.

Shri Gajendra Prasad Binka: In
view of the fact that we are not going
to cut our import and there are
chances of a buffer crop of wheat,
may I know whether Government is
satisfled that our godown arrange-
ment is more than sufficient?

Shri A. M. Thomas: Of courss,
there is the problem of storage. We
are taking as many godowns as possi-
ble for storing the wheat which we
are gomng to import.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Minister
replied that the price of the wheat
purchased—to be paid for—the
Canada wheat, may not be less than
the ruling price here.

Shri Prabhat Kar: Will it he more
or less”

Mr. Speaker: It is a further ques-
tion. I am going to the next Ques-
tion,
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Shri N. R. Munisamy: May I know
how this tfeam is formed? Are the
representatives drawn from all the
States?

Dr. P. 8. Deshmakh: There are
various States. Most of the States are
Tepresented.
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8hri Thiramala Rao: May I request
the hon. Minister to tell us whether
this Department keeps contact with
those farm leaders after they geturn to
this country and finds out how far
they are implementing practically
what they have seen and learnt
during their sojourn?

Dr. P._S. Deshmukh: It does not
keep a regular contact, but we do
know what work these people are
doing and occasionally as a result of
the representation of the Farmers’
Organisation on various committees,
we utilise their services and they are
found to be profitable,

Shri P. B. Patel: May I know whe-
ther any member of this team, which
went abroad, is a representative of
any Farmers’ Association or Organi-
sation in this country?

Dr. P. 8. Deshmukh: Yes Sir
Some of them are.

Shri Achar: Bir, on a point of
order. My friend Shri Bhakt Darshan
put a question whether those who
return from abroad do not take to
agriculture., He said that they do not
take to agriculture and do not do
anything, and asked whether that fact
has come to the notice of the Govern-
ment. There was no answer May I
know the answer?

Dr. P. 8. Deshmukh: I have answer-
ed that question. That is not carrect.

Mr. Speaker: Yes; that was not
correct. I think that the hon, Member
wants a repetition of that so that there
may be & greater emphasis on it. Is #?
Next question.





