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Shri Tangamani: Out of the 38
persons who were not injured, how 
many were through passengers to 
Madras and what arrangements were 
made to get them the connecting 
plane at Nagpur?

Shri Humaynn Kabir: There were 
43 passengers, not 38. Only two of 
them received some injury.

Shri Joachim Alva: Recently, an
Air Medical conference was held 
under the auspices of the Indian Air 
Force where the Medical Consultants 
were of the opinion that pilots going 
up a particular height were suffering 
from certain ailments which caused 
certain damages. May I know whe
ther our pilots are checked under 
that kind of system and whether 
those effects are found?

' Shri Humayun Kabir: Every effort 
is made to see that the pilots are in 
good health. There are periodical 
checks. But, this particular accident 
took place on the ground.

Shri Tangamani: We find in the 
statement it is stated that two out 
of 43 passengers sustained injury. 
What arrangement was made to trans
port these 41 to Nagpur and what 
special arrangement was made for the 
passengers bound for Madras?

Shri Hnmaynn Kabir: I would ask 
for notice.

Mr. Speaker: Next question.
Shri Blren Boy: One question. Sir.
Mr. Speaker: No, Sir. I have passed 

on to another question.

Import of Klee from Burma

*1178. Shri D. C. Sharma: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agriculture be 
pleased to state:

(a) the total quantity of rice 
imported in 1956-57 and 1957-58 from 
Burma;

(b) how much of this has been 
Mid out so far; and

(c) the I06S incurred by Govern
ment in respect of the rice already 
sold?

The Deputy Minister of Food ant 
Agriculture (Shri A. M. Thomas):
(a) In 1956-57, 414.1 thousand tons.

In 1957-58 upto the end of Febru
ary, 1958, 413.2 thousand tons.

(b) About 685 thousand tons.
(c) About Rs. 8 crores.

Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know if
the Government has any plan to 
aviod this loss or curtail this loss and 
what that plan is?

Shri A. M. Thomas: We are getting 
Burma rice at the following rates: 
for 957 it was £33; for 1958 it will 
be £32; in 1956, it was £34. We 
are selling at a subsidised rate o f 
Rs. 16 a maund. so that there will 
be necessarily some difference.

The Minister of Food and Agricul
ture (Shri A. P. Jain): The object o f 
this operation is to keep down the 
price of rice in the internal market 
We cannot control the price of rice 
in the world market. Therefore, wc 
have to import at a higher price. I f 
we do anything merely to save the 
subsidy, it will defeat the very ob
ject of the scheme.

Shri Tyagi: May I know if this rice
is being imported just to make good 
the demand in India or it is being 
received from Burma in lieu of the 
repayment of instalment of our loan 
to Burma?

Shri A. P. Jain: It was an agree
ment for 2 million tons of rice for 
import during the period of five years. 
It was purely to supplement the in
ternal supply.

Shri Ranga: Is it not a fact that the 
price that we pay to Burma is the 
highest ruling in the world now?

Shri A. P. Jain: I think it is on* 
of the lowest.

Shri Ranga: Lowest?
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Shri Kasliwal: May I know which 
are the areas to which this rice is 
supplied?

Shri A. M. Thomas: Mainly Bom
bay and Calcutta.

Shri Viswanatha Reddy: May I
know whether the price paid for the 
Burma rice is the negotiated price or 
the market price in Burma?

Shri A. M. Thomas: Negotiated
price.

Shri Ramanathan Chetdar: Is it a
fact that we are paying in sterling 
to Burma for this purchase?

Shri A. M. Thomas: Yes.
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Shri Ranga: May we know the 
names of one or two other countries 
to which we are paying a higher 
price?

Shri A. P. Jain: For the time being, 
we are not buying from any other 
country.

Shri Ranga: Therefore, it is the
lowest?

Mr. Speaker: That does not neces
sarily follow: because everything is 
higher, they are purchasing only from 
Burma.

Shri Ranga: We %re not purchasing 
from any other country, but only 
from Burma. Therefore, he says it is 
the lowest.

Mr. Speaker: This kind of reasonr
ing does not seem to be sound. The 
hon. Minister just now said that the 
price they pay is the lowest. The 
hon. Member wanted to know if 
they have purchased from any other 
country so that he may know if they 
were paying a higher price. That is 
not the only way to ascertain: pay a 
higher price and get to know the 
higher price. You may know that the 
prices there are ruling higher and 
they are purchased at a lower price. 
The hon. Members need not be in a 
hurry to put the question. They may 
think out.

Shri Ranga: We have thought about
it.

Mr. Speaker: If it had been thought: 
about, this question would not have 
been put.

Shri P. R. Patel: As has been stated' 
by the hon. Minister, if rice has been, 
bought at the lowest price in Burma 
and it was the lowest price in the- 
world, may I know why that price - 
is not guaranteed to the farmers so- 
as to have more local rice?

Mr. Speaker: Next question.

Fares and Freight rates for Mil 
Stations

*1179. Dr. Ram Snbhag Singh: Will" 
the Minister of Railways be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether representations have' 
been made to Government for reduc
ing the fare and freight rates of Hill 
Railways; and

fb) if so, whether Government 
have considered those representa
tions and arrived at any decision?

The Deputy Minister of Railways- 
(Shri Sahahnawas Khan): (a) Yes,.
Sir.

(b) Inflation on some sections was 
abolished and on other sections xd- 
duced by 25% with eflect irons 
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