lt Speaker: The hon. Ltdyunm
" ber wants to know how many slums
are going to be constructed?

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: That
was a slip. I refer to the slum clear-
ance schemes that are going to be
undertaken by the Delhi Corporation
as the Deputy Minister said. I want
to know whether certain areas are
going to be built for these construc-
tion workers and whether any special
allocation has been made by the Gov-
ernment in this behalf.

Shri L. N. Mishra: No special allo-
cation for construction workers has
been made.
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Mr. Speaker: Names of importers?

Shri Khushwaqt Rai: . and the
articles.

Mr. Speaker: I am net geing W
sllow. Next question.

nmm MMM

Shri !lem Barua:
‘1702, {Shrl Sanganna:

Will the Prime Minister be pleassd
to state:

(a) whether a delegation of traders,
representing trans-Himalayan trade
interests, recently met him over the
situation arising out of the proposed
closure of trade with Western Tibet;
and

(b) if so, the conclusions arrived at
this discussion?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of External Affairs (Shri
Sadath All Khan): (a) Yes, Sir. A
delegation met the Prime Minister on
the 7th March and submitted a memo-
randum. The delegation did not refer
to any proposed closure of trade with
Western Tibet but expressed concern
regarding the future of this trade.

(b) The memorandum submitted by
them contains a number of sugges-
tions. These are being exsmined in
consultation with the State Govern-
ments concerned.

Shri Hem Barua: May I know if the
slump in the Indo-Tibetan trade Is
due to the fact that the trade interests
are facing acute competition from
Chinese trade interests and if so, what
steps the Government have taken to
keep the Indo-Tibetan trade alive?

The Prime Minister and Minister of
External Affairs (Shri Jawaharlal
Nehru): So far as 1 know, there are
no Chinese trade interests. It is Chi-
nese Government’s. If he is referring
to the Chinese Government policy, it
is a different matter. There are no
private Chinese trade interests that
interefere. It is true that the Chi-
nese Government trade policy is not
the same as it used to be in the border,
and that has affected our people.
There is no question of our taking any
steps about it, except that this matter
18 discussed by our representatives on
the border on this side or that side.
Aad possibly, tha situation might be
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Detter later on; I cannot say, because
cond.iions have changed so much in
Tibet.

But the deputation that came to me
did not even raise this question; they
hardly referred to it. They were con-
cerned naturally with the general
conditions all long this border and
they wanted help in improvement.
They presented a memorandum with,
I think, sixteen demands, some of them
important, some less important and
some rather trivial. The last demand,
[ think, was that when they come for
interview to Delhi, Ministers should
give them priority and give them in-
terviews immediately. Of course, that
is a justifiable thing to say because
they come from far, but it rather took
away from the balance of the de-
mands.
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I entirely sympathise with them, it
I may say so, about these areas which
are roughly in three States, namely
Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh and
Punjab. The Punjab area, of course,
is chiefly Lahaul and Spiti above the
Kulu Valley. It has been hopelessly
neglected in the past; so have many
of these areas. The very first thing
is communications, to get at them, to
reach them and to open them out.
Roads have been built, and more are
being built by the various State Gov-
ernments and by the Central Govern-
ment. But still the programme is a
tremendous one, and roads in these
mountain areas are difficult and ex-
pensive.

Shri Sanganna: May I know whe-
ther these petty traders are nomadic
people having no permanent avoca-
tion to lead their lives, and if so, whe-
ther Government contemplate to take
any permanent measures for their per-
manent living?

Shrl Jawaharlal Nehru: They are
certainly not nomadic people, I do not
know how this idea has entered the
hon. - Member’s bead, and what firm
measures he wants us to take. Sup-
Rose they are nomadic; he wants us
to take frm measures to make them
less nomadic. I do not understand it
at all. I Hke momadic pecple. Thay
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are sometimes more advanced than
those who are fixed, who sit in the
slum.
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Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: It is a long
list, as I said. The first is, I think,
that a full socio-economic survey
should be made of all these mountain
regions. It is a very good demand, no
doubt. In fact, something of that
kind has been done in the last two or
three years and it is still being done,
though not in a very integrated way,
because the area is a vast area. One
must realise that this border ares,
that is, the Himalayan border is 2,000
miles long, apart from several hundred
miles’ breadth, That is one thing
But, I think, the first thing is roads,
that is, communications. Whatever wo
undertake, we can undertake with
greater facility with roads than with-
out roads. As a matter of fact, the
UP Government have taken some
action in this regard.

The other demands are about ser-
vices, about being sent for education
to foreign countries, about getting
scholarships, about being declared
Scheduled Castes so that they may
get representation or reservation of
seats. These are the types of demands
that they have made.

Shri H. N. Mukerjee: In view of a
report in the papers that the Prime
Minister is likely to have a holiday in
Tibet, can we expect that whatever
difficulties there are would be smooth-
ed over in the course of whatever dis-
cussions he might have there?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I do not
think that question arises. But when-
ever possible, it is my intention %0 go
to Lahaul and Spiti.

Shri Hem Barua: May I know whe-
ther one of their demands is that there
should be a thorough economic wur-
vay of the trans-Himalayap regions
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complete
brégk-down of Indo-Tibetan trade,
there should be an alternative source
of livelihood for these people?

Shri Jawaharial Nehru: That is just
the point that has been repeatedly
examined. The hon. Member talks
about a survey. Perhaps, they have
not got much...

Shri Hem Barua: That is what has
been stated.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I know.
Perhaps, they do not realise that
movement is terribly difficult there. To
g0 there, it may take a month; to go
to places which are relatively near, at
a distance of sixty or seventy miles or
less, it may take a month. There are
hundreds and hundreds of miles to be
surveyed,

Therefore, the first thing is commu-
nication. As a matter of fact, we have
a fairly long report from UP about
the steps they have taken in regard
to horticulture and small industries
growing up and community schémes.
All this kind of thing is being done,
but the problem is a big one and
can be only tackled in a big way
when communications are developed.

o) g% W : el W 33 A
el & faqwa £ A AN A, A
ardar ardaa s i g 1 ¥ AT
wrger § fe v g7 #r qara qE w3
- ® fag wr€ 3o fisd add ?

AN APAT : AT AT gL TR
g BT 7 7 o< gy v wwar
g ?

ot wegTwre Agw: §  wEwT
T AW g feT awrrw SaTa
aff awer g
Shri Tyagl: May I know how the

balance of trade with Tibet is squared
up, and through what agencies?

Shrli Jawahsarial Nehru: The bal-
ance? The balance being, ascording to

the hon. Merober, in our favour of
against us?

Bhrl Tyagi: Whether in favour or
against, what is the agency through

which we square up our balances from
year to year?

Shri Jawaharial Nehru: The bal-
ance of t{rade with Tibet is normally
very much in our favour, because
goods from India go to Tibet. India
is the main supply region for Tibet
for all kinds of odd goods, consumer
goods. That is partly settled, or used
to be partly settled, by some special
things like wool and such like things
coming, and partly in solid curren-
cies.

Shri Ranga: In currencies?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: True; it is
so; it is foreign exchange.

Mr. Speaker: Now, question No.
1763. The hon. Member, Shri Jina-
chandran is absent.

Shri Ayyakannu: I have got the
authorisation.

Myr. Spesker: I shall come to it later.

Shri Jaipal Singh: May 1 suggest
that Q. No. 1766 also be taken up along
with this?

Shri Tangamani: That is a different
one, I think.

Mr. Speaker: Both relate to Danda-
karanya. Can they be clubbed
together?

Shri Tangamani: Yes, they can be
clubbed.

Mr. Spesker: Is the Minister willing
to answer both together?

Bhri P. §. Naskar: Yes, I shall ans-
wer them together.

*1764, Shrl Tangamani: Will the
Minister of Rehabilation and Mino-
rity Affairs be pleased to refer to the
reply given to Starred Question No.
6 on the nthl'ahwlry 1958 and
state:





