1887 Oral Answers

Artificial Earth Satellites

*378. { Shri D, C. Sharma:
{ Shri Naval Prabhakar:

Will the Minister of Education and
Scientific Research be pleased to
refer to the reply given to Starred
Question No. 765 on the 4th Decem-
ber 1957 and state:

(a) whether the data collected
with regard to the artificial earth
satellites launched by the Soviet
Union has been exchanged with any
other country;

(b) if so, the names of the count-
ries; and

{c) whether the data throws any
light on the effects of upper atmos-
phere upon living beings?

The Deputy Minister of Education
and Scientific Research (Shri M. M.
Das): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(¢) No, Sir.

Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know
if the Government of India have made
no efforts for the collection of this
data, or, 1f they have made such
efforts they have been imperfect?

Shri M. M. Das: The different
scientific organisations under the Gov-
ernment of India as well as the Uni-
versities and non-official organisations
also are trying to collect as much
material as possible so far as the
Sputniks are concerned. There are
three things so far as the Sputniks
are concerned. One is the code mes-
sages that are sent from the Sputniks.
Now, we have not been able to record
any such code messages. The second
thing is the photographing of the
track of the Sputniks themselves. The
Naini Tal Observatory of the U.P.
Government have been able to take
the photograph of Sputnik II and
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tracking its path. The third thing
is the radio signals that have been
sent out from these Sputniks. Our
different organisations, including the
organisations under the All India
Radio and the Ministry of Communi-
cations and Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting, etc. have been able
to record these radio signals, and a
Committee has been set up on 16th
January last to go through these radio
signals.

Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know
if there is a proposal under the con-
templation of the Government of India
to make good the deficiency with
regard to code signals and, if so, what
it is?

Shri M. M. Das: The hon. Member
mav kindly remember that these
Sputniks are being launched according
to the programme of the Interna-
tional Geophysical Year. Now an
official organisation, a National Com-
mittee, has been set up by the scien-
tists and the Government. The Gov-
ernment of India as such has got not
much connection with this organisa-
tion. So everything is being done by
the scientific organisations of this
country according to the programme
laid out by this National Committee.
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