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Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member
may reserve it for some other occa-
sion. Next question.

Bridges on National Highway No. 43

*1642. Shri Kistalya: Will the Mi-
nister of Transport and Communiea-
tions be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that almost
all the bridges on the Raipur-Jaipur
(Orissa) National Highway No. 43
from Kanker to Jagdelpur are of tim-
ber structure;

(b) if so, whether Government have
any proposal to reconstruct them
with cement concrete; and

(c) it not, the reasons therefor?

The Minister of State in the Mi-
nistry of Transport & Communica-
tions (Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) and
(b). Yes, Sir.

{c) Does not arise.

Shri Kistaiya: The bridge on the
river Narangi on National Highway
43 has broken and the communications
would be cut off during the rains.
May I know if there is any proposal
to construct cement concrete bridge
before the monsoons start?

Shri Raj Bahadur: We have given
high priority to the construction of
certain bridges in this sector because
of the proximity of the road to the
Dandakaranya area. That particular
bridge may also be taken note of.

Shri Kistaiya: Is there any proposal
for making this road from Raipur to
Jaipur via Jagdelpur a tarred road
and if so, when will it be completed?

Shri Raj Bahadur: Improvement of
national highways is a regular feature
of our annual programmes. In view
of the importance of this particular
road, I think that matter may also
be under examination.
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Shri P. K. Deo: May I know it
the attention of the Government has
been drawn to the dilapidated con-
dition of the wooden bridge at Surli
over the Bhaskar in Koraput district?

Mr. Speaker: For these details, the
hon. Member may put down a ques-
tion.

Shri Panigrahi: May 1 know whe.-
ther for the year 1958-39 any sum
has been allotted for improvement of
this national highway?

Shri Raj Bahadur: Designs and
estimates have to be submitted and
they will be examined and then they
will be completed, The process of
construction will be gradual.
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