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(b) Preliminary estimates of cost
are given in the earlier report of the
Soviet experts, copies of which are in
the Parliament Library. There will
be no Soviet investment in the pro-
ject; only a long term credit has been
negotiated.

Plant for Coal Mining Machinery
and Optical Glass

*170. Shri V. C. Bhukla: Will the
Minister of Commerce and Indusiry
be pleased to state:

(a) whether a team of Russian ex-
perts have toured some areas of Bihar
and Orissa to find out suitable sites
for the location of Coal Mining
Machinery Plant and Optical Glass
Plant;

(b) if so, whether any report has
been submitted to Government; and

(c) what are the broad features of
the report?

The Minister of Industry (Shri
Manubhai Shah): (a) to (c). Regard-
ing the optical glass factory, the
Soviet expert team, which came to
prepare a preliminary report, consi-
dered a number of places for estab-
lishing the plant and recommended
the Asansol area as the most suitable,
For the coal mining machinery plant,
the first team of Soviet experts did
not consider the possible locations but
mentioned only the factors to be
borme in mind in choosing a site. The
Soviet experts, who are now in India,
are considering the suitability of dif-
ferent locations in the coal bearing
areas. In both the cases however, the
final decision about exact locations has
yet to be taken by Government.

Plastic Industry

*171. Shri V. P. Nayar: Will the
Minister of Commerce and Industry
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Cashew Shell oil is
now being used as a base raw
material by the Indian Plastic
Industry; and

(b) if so, the quantity consumed
for the purpose?
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The Minister of Industry (Sbri
Manubhai Shah): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

Plastic Industry

*172, Shri Heda: Will the Minister
of Commerce and Industry be pleased
to state:

(a) the total imports of finished
plastics in 1857;

(b) what raw materials consumed
by the plastic industry are manufac-
tured in India; and

(¢) what are those that are import-
ed and the quantum of total imports?

The Minister of Industry (Shri
Manubhai Shah): (a) Information is
being collected.

(b) and (c). A statement is laid on
the Table of the House. [See Appen-
dix I, annexure No. 78].
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