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or what hag happened to that crucial 
demand?

Shri B. E. Bhagat: As lor the first 
part of the question, the strike was 
partial. A large majority of the 
workers were on strike. But it is 
a fact that attendance was between 
400 and 800 all the days.

Shri Nath Pal: Out of how many?
Shri B. R. Bhagat: I do not have 

the total figures.
Shri Nath Pai: I know, Sir.
Mr. Speaker: Then the hon. Mem

ber need not put the question.
Shri B. R. Bhagat: The average 

attendance is 3,347 and the attend
ance in this period was between 
582 and 900. As for the hours of 
work, that is also being examined. 
That is one of the important demands 
being examined. But I understand 
the hon. Member who just put the 
question gave a sort of an assurance 
that by this reduction in the hours 
of work, production will not be re
duced. So far as this matter is con
cerned, we are examining it and we 
will take a decision very soon.

Shri Nath Pai: You should give me 
a minute, Sir.

Mr. Speaker: But the hon. Mem
bers must get up and speak.

Shri Nath Pai: Sir, a reference has 
been made to some assurance that I 
had made and it is likely to cause 
some misunderstanding. I had tolji 
during the strike negotiations that if 
the hours of work are reduced the 
present level of production should be

• maintained. What we meant was, 
if by working 44 hours the produc
tion goes down the workers would be 
ready to put additional hours of work 
for which the Government will pay 
them. It is very clear in the letter 
which we have written to the Labour 
Minister, and to that we stand by.

The Prime Minister apd Minister 
of External Affairs and Finance (Shri 
Jawaharlal Nehru):. May I say a 
word. Sir? Of course, I do not

challenge his statement. But that 
kind of assurance has no meaning at 
all. That kind of thing is not an 
assurance. It can always be done. 
My own impression was that the 
assurance is different; maybe, my 
impression was wrong. What Shri 
Nath Pai has said is an obvious 
thing. It does not make any differ
ence. You work more and you are 
paid for that period. It can hardly 
be called an assurance.

Mineral Deposits

*893. Shri Abdul Lateef: WiU the
Minister of Steel, M|aes Fuel be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that fairly 
large deposits of coal and other valu
able minerals exist in the sub- 
mounlainous regions near Bijnor;

(b) whether Government have 
undertaken any geological survey of 
this region with a view to assessing 
the prospects of exploitation of these 
minerals on large scale; and

(c) if not, whether there is any 
proposal to do so in the near future?

The Minister of Mines and Oil 
(Shri K. D. Malaviya): (a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c). As no economic
mineral deposit is reported in the 
area, the! Geological Survey of India 
do not propose to undertake geologi
cal survey of this region in the near 
future.

Mr. Speaker: Shri Abdul Lateef.

Shri Ansar Ilarvani: May I know
whether any team of geological sur
vey was sent there to find out whether 
there are any deposits or not?

Mr. Speaker: Is the hon. Member’s 
name “Abdul Lateef”? I called Shri 
Abdul Lateef. Shri Abdul Lateef may 
put his question now.
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Decimal Coinage

*8M /  Shri Hem Raj: w ** \  Shri Wodeyar:

Will the Minister of Finance be 
pleased to state:

(a.) whether the withdrawal of 
existing old coins and replacing them 
by decimal coinage has been substan
tially achieved in the first year;

(b) if so, the percentage of old 
coins in circulation that have been 

^withdrawn so far; and

(c) whether it is a fact that soma 
Government ' department* • and,r Ufa 
Railways still issue old coins to the 
public?

Hie Deputy Minister of Plnuee 
(Shri B. ft. Bhagat): Parts (a) to
(c). A  statement is laid on the Table 
of fhe Lok Sabha. (See Appendix 
V, annexure S.]

«ft ^STW : VTT $  3TR O T  g 
fa  *  ^nrr ft ^nrr t o
f?re% w t  ftor r̂r ̂  ̂  ?

«ft » o  tt© vim  : srort ^  ^ # r
1 1 1  ^  t t  t

iflr stnsn »r m m  f%«f%
3TT ^  t  I

«ft 5*T TW : aWT H 3TPT ?PRTT ff 
f«T *TT^ V  f% c H  ^  J R T ^  m  

^  t  ?

«ft l o  TT®
«rrs ^  srrt? Tt^ir ftn# i

*̂r ttst : w  ^ an̂ r ?Rjm f  
f% ?TB  ̂s? 3r̂ t t c  f% ?ff?r £
iflriiw 5tTTf̂ ?r | ^ rrnff vt
3TR f^r# ^  srm  ^ff^r ^  
fT fe t 5lTqiT ?

« «  TTo ^n?r : ^  falrfcff
^rrft *pft t  ^  f

f% w k T fe  sfr
f?rs% w ;  % %■ f$r  ̂3n^ ,
fUT *1$ fjPTT ^WTT I ^ ft

^ f r f w % 9, w f w t f i f t v f t *  VFW f f f  f«R rf^r «I?r arTcr y f r  ^  5fT<j[ 
*T̂ r ^  *n?fr ark ^  ijth  
M  an^ t  %tm ?ftr ^  g q grft 

s i#  f  i

ftrwf % v m  * m x  * wtk 9  » i t o  
*qSt | *tt* 3P5




