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LOK SABHA 

Tuesday, 11th February, 1958. 

The Lok Sabha rnet at Elev en of the 
Clock. 

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair] 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

·~ 1. 

.. 

Floods in Ceylon 

+ 
( Shri Radha Raman: 
J Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: 
I Shri Mohan Swarup: 
I Shri Bhillrt Darshan: 
J Shri S. C. Samanta: 
I Shl'i Raghunath Singh: 
l Shri Supakar: 
~ Shri Vajpayee: 
l Shri N. R. Munisamy: 
I Shri D. C. Sharma: 

I Shri A. K. Gopalan: 
. Shri Kodiyan: 

l Shri Jagdish Awasthi: · 
Shri Barish Chandra Mathur: 
Shrimati Ila Palchoudhuri: · 

Will the Prim e Minister be pleased 
to state: 

(a) Whether the Government of 
Ceylon had approachea Indian Gov-
ernment for help to relieve flood dist-
ress in Ceylon in the later part of 
December; and 

(b) if so, the details and extent of 
aid sought and given? 

The Deputy Minister of External 
AtJairs (Shrimati ·Lakshmi Menon): 

(a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The Government of Ceylon ap-
pealed to the Government of India for 
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the loan of helicopters for rescue and 
relief work and for a ssistance in the 
shape of food supplies, clothing, medi-
cal supplies; etc. 

The Government of India sent six 
Dakotas, three Fairchild Packets and 
two Bell Helicopters along with a unit 
of Army engineers equipped with 
collapsible assault boats for rescue 
work and para m edical units equip-
ped with m edical supplies for r elief 
operations. The I. A. F. aircraft flew 
over 150 sorties on a round-the-clock 
sch edule and airdropped a total of 
over 6 lakhs lbs. of food and medical 
supplies. They r escued 300 str anded 
persons from various places and con-
veyed medical teams to the affected 
areas. They also carried out a num-
ber of reconnaissance fl ights with 
Ministers and officials of the Ceylon 
Government on board the ~ircraft. 

The army rescue teams were drop-
ped near P ooneryn in Jaffna and at 
Amparai in the Gal Oya Valley. They 
ferried supplies to inaccessible regions 
and transported people back to safety. 
They also repaired roads and bridges. 

The Government of India has given 
a gift of textiles worth Rs. 50,000J-. 
The Indian Red Cross Society, the 
Tex tile and Pharmaceutical Industry 
and Trade have altogether sent dona-· 
tions of cloth, blankets and medicines 
etc. to the value of Rs. 1,90,000J-. 

A further gift fn kind of Rs. 10 
lakhs will be given by the Govern-
ment of India in the shape of goods 
and supplies which • the Government 
of Ceylon may require from time to 
time. 

Shri Radha Raman: May I know 
the total personnel employed in these 
operations and whether they were . 
able to save any lives also? 
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ShrinuUI Lakshmi Meoon: I haw 
already pointed out that 800 strand* 
ed people have been saved by them.

Shri Sopakar: May I know the
total amount of expenditure incurred 
by the Government of India in this 
operation?

Sbrbaatt I«ahshml Meaon: It is yet
to be calculated

Shri 8. C. Sanuutfa: May Z know
whether this is the first time that aid 
was sought from us or whether it was 
sought and given previously also?

The Prime Minister and Minister of 
External Affairs (Shri Jawaharlal 
Nehru): Is the hon Member talking 
about Ceylon only?

Shri S C Samanta: Yes.
Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I have no 

recollection of any major aid given 
in the past, but probably on various 
occasions aid in minor forms might 
have been given.

w r 3  3tr
g fo  fagp* fort jft 3TJT sppt irrf 

t  SRWt T̂TOfNT *t v tf

»Tf — W T  %
aft %  *r*n^ 7

3ft ?t, aira ^
£ 3  'TfT̂ PT vrcfhr t
iff*  ^  | I

Shri D. C. Sharma: It was stated 
by the Deputy Minister that a sum of 
Rs. 10 lakhs has been earmarked for 
further relief to the people of Ceylon. 
May I know how these ten lakhs are 
going to be spent?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: The sum of 
Rs. 10 lakhs has been offered to the 
Government of Ceylon—in response 
to the general appeal they issued for 
help to various countries, we made 
tills offer to them. But we said that 
we could give this relief in the shape 
Of certain specified goods We point
ed out the list of goods to them, and

we asked them to intimafe to us which 
of those goods and in what quantity, 
subject to their availability here; we 
could supply to than. It is for them 
to say.

Shri Radha Raman: May I Know
whether any Army personnel is still 
operating there, and if the LA.F. per> 
sonnel have all returned. Whether 
they have submitted any detailed re
port about the work that they have 
done there?

Shrlmatl Lakshmi Meaon: They
have all returned by the 9th o f 
January._______

The Minister of Defence (Shrf 
Krishna Meaon): There has been no 
Army personnel there There was 
only Air Force personnel, they have 
returned after completion of their 
mission Several tributes have been 
paid to them by the Prime Minister 
of Ceylon, and the officer concerned 
has submitted a report.
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Narslng Girjl Manufacturing Com
pany Ltd., Sholapur

4-

JShri Barman:
Shri S. C. Samanta:
Shri Subodh Hasda:
Shri T. B. Vittal Rao:

Will the Minister of Commerce and 
Industry be pleased to state

(a) whether the ‘Somaiu Commit
tee’ appointed to inquire into the 
working of Narsmg Girji Manufacture 
ing Company Limited, Sholapur has 
submitted its report; and

(b) the present condition of the said 
Cotton Textile MiU?

The Minister of Commerce (Shri 
Kanungo): (a) No, Sir




