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Shri Bose: May I know how many 
of these 30 who will be discharged 
a «  teachers and how many other 
staff?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: I am sorry I 
have not got the break-up.

Food Situation In Tripura
*2092. Shri Dasaratha Deb: Will the 

Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
price of rice has gone up to Rs 32J33 
per maund in Kamalasagar (Tripura);

(b) how many fair price shops have 
been opened in that area;

(c) the number of ration cards 
issued to the people of that area, 
excluding D.Ps. colonies;

(d) what steps are being taken to 
bring down the price of rice in that 
particular area; and

(e) the food position of Tripura?
The Deputy Minister of Food and 

Agriculture (Shri A. M. Thomas):
(a) No; Sir. The current price of rice 
at Kamalasagar is reported to be about 
Rs. 30 per maund.

(b) to (d). A fair price shop is 
being opened at a suitable place in 
Kamalasagar area and family ration 
cards will be issued to all eligible 
families. The fair price shop will dis
tribute wheat and rice at fixed prices^

(e) The overall food situation in 
Tripura is not unsatisfactory.

Shri Dasaratha Deb: May I know 
whether the Government are aware 
that more than 800 persons have al
ready applied for ration cards in the 
month of March and they have not yet 
received any card? May I also know 
whether the Government will make an 
enquiry into this matter to find out 
what are the reasons?

Shri A. M. Thomas: Kamalasagar iff 
situated in the border area. I have 
already stated that a fair price shop- 
is being opened. And, when that is 
opened the ration cards will be issued 
to persons of the localit}. The whole 
of Tripura territory is covered by as 
many as 55 ration shops and rice is 
being distributed at the rate of Its. IS 
per md.
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Shri D m n H w  X>eb: My i|UMtkm 
¥ « i  not answered. I wanted to know 
'why the 800 persons who had applied 
lor ration cards in the month of 
March have not yet received the 
■cards.

Shri A. M. Thomas: The eligible 
persons will be given the ration cards 
with the opening of the ration shop.

Shri Dasaratha Deb: May I know 
whether the Government is aware 
that recently the price of rice has 
gone up to Rs. 35—38 per md. in
Agartala town itself; and, if so, what 
steps Government are going to take 
<0 give rice to the people?

Shri A. M. Thomas: Our informa
tion is that at Kamalasagar the price 
o f  rice had gone up to Rs. 30. In 
Agartala the price had gone up to Rs. 
34. But, as I have stated in the House 
.some time ago about H i ozs. of 
foodgrains per head are being distri
buted to fair price shops, so that there 
is no hardship.

Shri S. M. Banerjee: May I submit. 
Sir, that we wanted a discussion 
about the price of rice. Tomorrow is 
■the last day. Will the hon. Minister 
make a statement? All of us are in
terested in the price of rice and if he 
makes a statement it will satisfy all.

Mr. Speaker: Every day it rises and 
goes down. There must be an end to 
all this.

Shri Bangshi Thakur; Is it a fact 
•that when Government have increas
ed  the quota of rice and allowed other 
than controlled rice to be sold at 
Rs. 20/- per md. through a co-operat
ive society in Sonamarah EH vision of 
Tripura, to cope with the situation 
arising out of high price, the price of 
rice in the open market has come 
<lown to Rs. 20/21 per md? If so, 
may I know whether Government 
Tiave examined the matter with regard 
-to the adoption of the same measures 
mentioned to bring down the high 
price of rice at different places in 
"Tripura?

Shri A. M. Thomas: I have already 
.stated that rice is distributed through

fair price shops at Ra. 18 /- par md.: 
wheat is sold at Rs. 16/- per md. I 
have not come across the case men
tioned by the Hon. Member.

Railway Wagons fall Into Hirer 
Brahmaputra

*2093. Shrlmati Mafida Ahmed: Will 
the Minister of Railways be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a 
number of loaded Railway wagons 
while being boarded on the wagon- 
carrying barge at Amingaon in 
N.E..F. Railway fell into river 
Brahmaputra on the night of the 13th 
April, 1958; and

(b) if so, how many wagons fell 
into the river?

The Deputy Minister of Railways
(Shri S. V. Ramaswamy): (a) and (b).
Yes. Three wagons fell into the 
Brahmaputra.

Shrimati Mafida Ahmed: May I
know the nature of goods these 
wagons were loaded with, what was 
the exact weight of these goods and 
the amount of loss sustained by the 
Railway?

Shri S. V. Ramaswami: They con
tained 110 bags of sugar—each of the 
three wagons. The loss is estimated 
at Rs. 24,500. For weight, I want 
notice.

Shrimati Mafida Ahmed: May I
know the circumstances that led to 
the accident and whether the res
ponsibility could be fixed?

Shri S. V. Ramaswami: An enquiry 
was held and we are awaiting the 
report.

Shri Narasimhan: What happened to 
the wagons?

Shri S. V. Ramaswami: The wagons
were retrieved but not the sugar which 
went into the Bay of Bengal




