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LOK SABHA 
Saturday, 5th April, 1958.

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the 
Clock.

l‘Mr. Speaker in the chair]

+
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The Deputy Minister of Railways 

(Shri S. V. Ramaswami): (a) and (b). 
A statement is laid on the Table of 
the Lok Sabha. [See Appendix VI, 
annexure No. 116 ]
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Shri S. V. Ramaswami: Comments
and suggestions on the provisional 
Hindi equivalents have been invited 
from the State Governments. About 
2,500 engineering terms have been 
examined so far and the whole thing 
is being progressed.
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Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know
whether the facilities that have been 
given to the Railway staff for learn­
ing Hindi will be available during the 
office hours or after the office hours.

Shri S. V. Ramaswami: Generally
outside office hours some facilities are 
given. Paragraph 7 of the statement 
gives details of Hindi training of rail­
way staff not knowing Hindi.

Shri Tangamani: In the statement 
we find that the railway codec, 
manuals etc. are also being brought up 
in Hindi. May I know whether these 
railway codes and manuals will alio
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be brought up in the regional langu­
ages for the benefit of clan IV 
employees?

Shri S. V. Ramaswaml: I do not
know how it arises out of this ques­
tion which is only about Hindi in 
railways.

Mr. Speaker: It is about the pro­
gressive use of Hindi in the railways. 
The hon. Deputy Minister has said that
2,000 words had been coined. If 2,000 
words are going to be used, the hon. 
Member says that it may be a handi­
cap to those other regional languages.

Shri S. V. Ramaswaml: We shall
examine this position.

Transport System in Assam
+

11)n /"Shri Rameshwar Taniia:
*8 \ Shri Hem Baroa:

Will the Minister of Transport and 
Communications be pleased to state 
the steps taken by Government so far 
to improve the transport 6ystem in 
Assam State?

The Minister of State in the Minis­
try of Transport and Communica­
tions (Shri Raj Bahadur): A state­
ment is laid on the Table of the Lok 
Sabha. [See Appendix VI, annexure 
No. 117].

Shri Rameshwar Tantia: Is it a fact 
that the present Assam Link Railway 
is unable to carry all the goods 
required in Assam and hence they 
have to be taken by air and there­
fore they cost much more to the con­
sumers? If so, may I know whether 
the Government will improve all the 
other means of transport which will 
be cheaper?

Shri Raj Bahadur: So far as the 
capacity of the Assam Rail Link is 
concerned, it is obvious that, so far as 
I know, it is not capable of handling 
the entire volume of traffic. But we 
have to supplement it by the road 
transport, river transport and air 
transport

Shri Haauatnrar Taatta: What it 
the percentage of goods taken to 
Assam by rail, steamer and air?

Shri Raj Bahadur: I can give only 
a rough idea of the traffic. I think 
it is included in the statement also.

Shri Hem Baroa: In the statement,
there is a reference to inland water 
transport also. Is it a fact that, 
in spite of the fact that the export 
and import trade handled by the 
steamer companies had been steadily 
on the increase from year to year, 
they are not adopting a policy of. 
development by a policy of curtail­
ment on the plea of losses? Has 
there been some sort of an agitation 
over that in recent times?

Shri Raj Bahadur: Certain difficul­
ties are there no doubt. We have 
two rivers systems that serve the 
interests of Assam: Brahmaputra
system and another river Surva Barak 
systems. On both of them we have 
got a plan which will cost about 
Rs. 105 lakhs for development of 
river transport. By the end of the 
Plan period, I think we will be en­
abled to move larger quantities of 
goods by river.

Mr. Speaker: This question ought 
not to have been admitted as a 
starred question: I am giving instruc­
tions to the office. How can the steps 
in all directions—railway traffic, road 
traffic and air traffic and ropeway 
traffic—be included? This is only fit 
to be an unstarred question. Even 
that I would not allow.

Tonnage of Foreign Trade
*1458. Shri D. C. Sharma: Will the 

Minister of Transport and Communi­
cations be pleased to state:

(a) the tonnage of foreign trade in 
India at present; and

(b) how much of it is borne by 
Indian ships?

The Minister of State in the Minis­
try of Transport and Communica­
tions (Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) and (b). 
According to the 1956-57 figures which 
are the latest available, cargo to the




