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LOK SABHA
Friday, the 2nd May, 1858

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock.

[MR. SpeakEr in the Chair]

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Television Unit

Shri Subodh Hansda:
Shri 8. C. Samanta:
Shri Bhakt Darshan:

Will the Minister of Information and
Broadcasting be pleased to refer to the
reply given to Unstarred Question No.
1179 on the 5th December, 1857 and
state:

(a) whether the proposal for setting
up of an experimental Television Unit
at Delhi for social and educational
purposes has finally been approved;

(b) if so, the details of the proposal;
and

(c¢) the place where the unit is being
set up?

*1967,

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Information and Broad-
casting (Shri A. C. Joshi): (a) to (c).
It has not yet been found possible to
allocate the foreign exchange requir-
ed for equipping the unit.

Shri Subbiah Ambalam: May I know
the amount of foreign exchange re-
quired for this unit?

The Minister of Information and
Broadeasting (Dr. Keskar): This
would be about Rs. 2 lakhs. To make
it quite clear, this is not for the unit
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but for part of the equipment which
is still to be acquired. Part of the
equipment is already there.

Shri Tyagl: If it is a question of
only Rs. 2 lakhs and if half or more
than half of the unit is lying useless,
I wonder what is this economy?

Dr. Keskar: I am not able to
answer that. I have to get foreign
exchange from the Ministry of Fin-
ance. But I might inform the House
that we are exploring other ways
also of pgetting equipment etc. and
I have every hope that during this
financial year, we will be able to get
all the equipment and start some-
thing.
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Shri Yajnik: May I know the esti-
mated cost of a receiving set? I
believe a large number of receiving
gsets will be necessary in order to be
able to avail ourselves of this trans-
mission set.

Dr. Keskar: As far as receiving sets
are concerned, the unit that is being
set up here is meant for educational
and cultural purposes. It is not going
to be an ordinary television centre.
We propose to have a sort of educa-
tional experiment in co-operation
with the UNESCO by which we will
be able to carry on school and college
cultural classes and we hope that this
experiment will give us a guidance in
having such other units established
later on.

Mr. Speaker: He only asked about
the receiving sets.

Dr. Keskar: These sets will have to
be got by us. My point is that it
will be meant for ordinary

Mr. Speaker: Even if there will be
a single set, the hon. Member wants
to know as to what its cost will be.

Dr. Keskar; We will be getting them
from outside. We are not manufac-
turing them here.
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Shri Tangamani: May I know whe-~
ther this proposal has been stayed for
want of foreign exchange or whether
there has been a subsequent change of
policy? Last session there was an
indication . . .

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member
wants to know when the foreign ex-
change involved is only Rs. 2 lakhs
whether it is due to that or due to
change of policy that this has been
stayed.

Dr. Keskar: There is no change in
policy.

Engineering Graduates and Diploma
Holders

*1968, Shrl Rameshwar Tantia:
Will the Minister of Planning be
pleased to state whether any proper
survey is being made for the require-
ments of Engineering graduates and
Diploma holders needed for the
development of industries in private
and public sectors for the Second Five
Year Plan?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Labour and Employment
and Planning (Shri L. N. Mishra):
Yes. A Committee known as the
Engineering Personnel Committee set
up by the Planning Commission made
an assessment of requirements in 1956
and some further studies have since
been made in the Perspective Planning
Division of the Planning Commission,
ang in various Ministries concerned.

Shri Rameshwar Tantia: Is it a fact
that a lot of engincering graduates
and giploma holders in India still
find it difficult to get employment?
If so, what special steps have been
taken to provide jobs to them?

Shri L. N. Mighra: It is not a fact
that engineers are unemployed. ¢4
the hon. Member's idea is based on
the figures available on the live
register of the employment exchanges,
I would like to submit that those
figures are somewhat misleading.
These engineers are not unemployed,
but this is somewhat a transitional
stage and is of a fictional character.





