2669 Oral Answers

the village conditions is that the mor-
bidity, physical or mental, is less in
the rural areas than in correspond-
ing urban areas.

Elecirification of Rallways

+
*801 Shri D. C. Sharma:
"7 Shri Tangamani:
Will the Minister of Rallways be
pleased to state:

(a) how far the electrification pro-
grame of the Railways on different
zones during the Second Plan has
progressed; and

{b) the amount spent and the total
likely foreign exchange contents of
the electrification programme?

The Deputy Minister of Raiways
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): (a) The
position regarding progress on elec-
trification of wvarious zones is as
follows:—

Eastern and South Eastern Railways:

Work is progressing satisfactori-
ly on section Howrah-Burdwan &
Tarakeshwar-Sheoraphuli sections.
First Electric train on Howrah-
Sheoraphuli section is expected
to be run by the end of this month.

For the remaining sections
Technical Associates have been
appointed. An order for first
batch of 100 locomotives has been
placed. Tender notice in con-
nection with the Overhead Equip-
ment has been issued in the press.
An Engineer-in-Chief also has
been appointed.

Central Rallway:

Estimates prepared by the Rail-
way are under examination.

Southern Rallway:

Civil Engineering works on the
scheme is in progress.

(b) Rs. 7°75 crores have been spent
so far. Foreign Exchange required
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for Electrification is about 70% of the

entire cost.

Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know
why only three zones have been taken
up for this purpose? Why have the
other zones been left out? Are there
any financial or technical difficulties
standing in the way?

The Minister of Railways (Shri Jag-
Jivan Ram): This question has been
raised several times in the House and
even during the budget debate and
the matter has been explained in
great detail. We are taking up elec-
trification in those areas where the
traffic is very heavy and there is not
much line capacity, so that the traffic
could bhe lifted by increasing capacity
by electrification.

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: As per the
statement of the hon. Deputy Minis-
ter, we have spent only nine per cent
of the total amount allocated under
the second Plan for electrification.
May 1 know whether we would be
able to complete the electrification of
Igatpuri-Bhusaval section and also
the Tambaram-Villupuram section by
the end of this Plan period?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: This is the
actual expenditure that has been in-
curred here. As a matter of fact, we
have made a total commitment of
Rs. 2327 crores up till now. The
total estimated expenditure for elec-
trification of these railways is Rs. 80
crores. Qut of that we have made a
commitment of Rs. 23:27 crores. Pro-
vided the foreign exchange difficulty
is not there, the railways expect to
complete the programmes of electrifi-
cation by the end of the second Five
Year Plan period.

Shri A. C. Guha: In view of the
fact that the traffic in the Sealdah sec-
tion of the Eastern Railway is very,
very congested and heavy, is there
any possibility of taking up that sec-
tion during the second Plan period?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: I am afraid, no.

Shri A. C. Guha: May I know when
it is likely to be taken up?
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Shri B. Ramanathan Chettiar: May I
know what progress has been made in
regard to the Tambaram-Villupuram
electrification line and whether it will
be completed during the second Five
Year Plan period?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: It has been
stated in the reply itself that on the
Southern Railway civil engineering
works on the scheme is in progress
and we hope to complete that scheme
during the course of the second Five
Year Plan period.

Shri Tyagi: Is it part of the core of
the Five Year Plan?

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member will
look into the Plan.

Shri Tyagi: 1 wanted to know
whether it forms part of the core of
the Plan and an essential part of the
Plan.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member will
read the Plan.

Shri Tyagi: I wanted to know it.

Shri Frank Anthony: The core is not
known.

Mr. Speaker: Why should he ask
him? 1 have already stated that
whatever is available in printed lite-
rature here, the hon. Members need
not ask questions regarding them.
They can look into them.
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Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: Some of our
employees have been sent abroad for
training. May I know if some more
will be sent to undergo training for
this electrification?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: The requisite
number of employees will be given
the training either abroad or here to
man the electrification schemes.

Tape Relay Machines

*60%. Shrl Heda: Will the Minister

of Transport and Commaunications be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of Tape Relay
Machines in the Posts and Telegraphs
Department;

(b) whether any defect has been
noted so far in their working; and

(c) the future plans with regard to
these Tape Relay Machines?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Transport and Communications
(Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) Bombay
C.T.0O. is the only telegraph office
where the tape relay arrangement is
in operation.

(b) There is no technical defect in
the system but the traffic handling
capacity of the system needs to be
increased in order to get the full
benefit from it.

{c) It is proposed to introduce the
system at New Delhi, Calcutta and
Madras.

Shri Heda: May I know whether
there was any breakdown in the
machinery and if so, what was the
delay in sending the telegrams?

Shri Raj Bahadur: I am not exactly
aware of the break-down, but there
was some teething trouble when the
system was first put up. But one of
the German engineers who were res-
ponsible for the installation of this
machine came and looked into it. The
system is now working. We are pro-
posing to augment the capacity and
production of this system.





