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Shri Blbhutl Mishra: I want to

know whether Government have for­
mulated any constructive step in the
Second Five Year Plan to check this
sort of chewing of tobacco and smok­
ing of cigarettes?

Shri Karmarkar: They have given
due publicity.

Mr. Speaker: I find a number of
questions being put on the 'floor of
this House trying to elicit information
which information is available in the
records in the Library, in the G ov­
ernment notifications and various
other publications. 1 would once
again request hon. Members during
the interval, on a Sunday, to read all
the rules regulating questions and
the manner in which questions are to
be put. There are many questions
which are argumentative or suggest­
ing something— other than eliciting
information. If we analyse and chuck
out such questions, there won’t be
more than 1 0  questions a day. That
is what I find.

In the earlier days o f this Parlia­
ment, because a number of Members
were new, I allowed these questions.
But the number of questions outside
the perimeter is increasing. The
hon. Member can have access to the
Second Five Year Plan. Let him
read it again and see whether there
is anything relating to tobacco, ex ­
tensive cultivation or asking people
to chew more or not to chew. Why
should he ask that question o f the
hon. Minister?

Shri Blbhutl Mishra: Just now the
hon. Minister stated that they have
come to some finding that the chew­

ing of tobacco and the smoking of
tobacco causes cancer.

Mr. Speaker: True.
Shri Blbhutl Mishra: It has been

discovered only recently. That is why
I put a question whether it has betn
provided in the Second Five ifear
Plan or not. The Plan has to be
changed from year to year.

Mr. Speaker: The Plan has to be
changed from minute to minute. I
am not going to allow this question.

Shrimati A. Kale: May I know whe­
ther the Government is aware of the
fact that the chewing of betel-nut Is
also injurious?

Shri Karmarkar: About betel-nut
we have no incriminating evidence.
On the other hand, the chewing of
pan does some good. It is onl> with
the chewing and smoking of tobacco
that we had evidence that it is in­
jurious to health; so far as the re­
searches in cancer go m one or other
institute it has been found that chew­
ing of tobacco and smoking o f to­
bacco is highly injurious to health.

Shri P. C. Bose: May I know whe­
ther Government is in touch with the
researches in England where this
question of the effect of tabacco has
been studied and discovered as
dangerous and may I know what
action they have taken?

Shri Karmarkar: We have been In
close touch with various journals
and researches carried on not only
in England but in other countries also
and there also it has been found that
there is a pronene^s to cancer in the
case of tobacco smokers than in others.

Purchase Mission for Port Equipment
+

fS hrf Shree Narayan Das:
J Shri Radha Raman:

*588. | Shri Raghunath Singh:
[  Shri Wodeyar:

Will the Minister o f Transport and
Communications be pleased to refer
to the reply given to Unstarred Ques-
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tlon No. 1524 on the 11th September,
1957 and state:

(a) whether the composition o f the
fa»»m which was to be sent abroad to
purchase modern equipment for In­
dian Ports has since been decided;

(b ) if so, the Members o f the team;

<c) whether the team has complet­
ed its work; and

(d) if so, the results achieved?

The Minister o f State In the Mints*
try o f Transport and Communication*
(Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) Yes.

(b ) The team consists o f Secretary,
Department of Transport, Joint Sec­
retary, Ministry of Finance and
Senior Assistant Mechanical Superin­
tendent, Bombay Port Trust.

(c) The team left India on the 18th
November, 1957 and is due to return
on the 20th December,

(d) Does not arise.

Shri Shree Narayan Das: May I
know the countries which the team
will visit?

Shri Raj Bahadur: UK and a few
other countries including Italy, Swit­
zerland, West Germany, France and
Holland.

Shri Shree Narayan Das: What is
the estimated value o f the equipment
that this team w ill negotiate?

Shri Raj Bahadur: About a crore
of rupees.

Shri Kasllwal: Is the team purchas­
ing equipment for new ports or for
developing old ports?

Shri Raj Bahadur: The total equip­
ment that we require is estimated to
cost Rs. 4 crores and out o f  this this
team may go in for equipment worth
about a crore. This is not for new
ports. This is for mechanisation and
provision of necessary equipment in
the existing ports such as Calcutta.

Shri Shrte Narayaa Das; May I
know whether before proceeding any
tender was invited with regard to the 
purchase o f  these equipment?

Shri Raj Bahadur: With the concur­
rence o f the Ministry o f Finance, a
special procedure has been evolved
in this case and they have been au­
thorised for the sake o f  expedition
not to call for tenders but to make on 
the spot purchases.
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