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Mr. Speaker: Question Hour is over.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO
QUESTIONS

Rationalisation of Rate of Electricity
in the Country

*427. Shri Harish Chandra Mathur:
Will the Minister of Irrigation and
Power be pleased to state the steps,
if any, taken by Government +to
rationalise the rate of electricity in
the country and bring about a uni-
formity of rate in each State?

The Deputy Minister of Irrigation
and Power (Shri Hathi): The desir-
ability of introducing a uniform elec-
tric supply tariff in each State has
been under examination since 1855
when all the State Governments were
requested to give serious considera-
tion to this matter. Uniform rates
have already been introduced in
Mysore, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, for-
mer Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Bom-
bay, Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Manipur, and Tripura where even the
power supply is under the control of
the State Government or the State
Electricity Board. Assam and Madras
are taking steps to revise the tariffs
under their control, whereas the
remaining States have no found it
possible to do s0 because of practical
difficulties. Uniformity of rate is not
possible where the generating costs
differ and the Stations are operated by
private licensees.

Japanese Method of Cultivation in
Madras

*438. Shri 8. R. Arumugham: Will
the Minister of Food and Agrioul-
tare be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
additionsl yield of peddy per acre
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by way of Japanese method of eul-

tivation is compamstively low in
Madras State;

{b) it so, what are the reasons for
the poor yield; and

(c) what steps Government have
taken to improve the yield?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri A. P. Jain): () Yes.

(b) The reasons are:—

1. The State has the largest area
under this method. The yields
derived from larger areas are
naturally less as compared
with the yields from smaller
areas where the method has
been concentrated.

2. Want of water when the crop
is in flower or immediately
after transplanting especially
when the crop is heavily
manured.

3. Some important practices wviz.,
transplanting and application
of organic manure recom-
mended in the Japanese
method of cultivation were
already in vogue in the local
method.

{c) The State Government is taking
steps for providing adequate irriga-
tion facilities, pure seeds for high
yielding strains, manures and fertili-
zers and timely supply of pesticides
and fungicides.

Food Shortage in Madras

*43]1. Shri Abdul Salam: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether any aid has been or
is proposed to be given by the Centre
during this year to Madras State to
overcome their food shortage; and

(b) if so, in what form and to what
extent?

The Minister of Feod and Agrioml-
ture (Bhrl A, P. Jain): (a) and (h).
During 10 months January—October,
1857, a quantity of 60,400 tons of rice





