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Stipends to Dai Trainees 

t
Shri S. C. Samanta:
Shri Bobodh Hasda:

W ill the Minister of Health be 
pleased to refer to the reply given to
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Starred Question No. 1409 on the 3rd 
September, 1957 and state:

(a) whether Government have 
taken any decision on the recom
mendation of the last Health Minis
ters’ Conference about the increase o f 
the present quantum of stipends give 
to dai trainees;

(b ) if so, what is the amount at 
increase; and

(c) how many dais were trained 
during the First Five Year Plan?

The Minister o f Health (Shri 
Karmarkar): (a) and (b ). Matter is 
under consideration.«

(c) No Dais were trained by the 
State Governments during the First 
Five Year Plan with Central assis
tance.

Shri S. C. Samanta: May 1 know
whether the Government intend to in
crease the training period for daw at 
present?

Shri Karmarkar: The six months
training period which is envisaged is 
deemed to be quite sufficient.

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know 
whether the Government will be able 
to roach the target of producing these 
dai* during the Second Plan with the 
steps being taken at present?

Shri Karmarkar: Whether the tar
get will be reached?

Mr. Speaker: Training sufficient
number of dais, not production of 
dais.

Shri Karmarkar: That is our
ambition.

Shri B. S. Morthy: What is the
difference between the .training given 
to the hospital assistants and dais?

Mr. Speaker: Hospital midwives and 
dais?

Shri B. 8. Morthy; Yes.

Shri Karmarkar: This scheme is to 
give a sort of refresher course to tba
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illiterate dais who are already in 
charge of delivery of babies in the 
villages. Eighty-flve per cent, o f our 
population is going without- any ex
pert advice in the matter at the time 
of delivery. So, the idea is to take 
over the dais' who are practising in 
the villages, give them six months 
refresher course, give them a sort of 
equipment bag costing about Rs. 50 
and allow them as replenishment for 
each delivery one rupee so that the 
services already there may And im
provement.

Dr. Sushila Nayar: In view of the 
fact that the six months training is 
admittedly very inadequate, what 
proposal has the Government to en-_ 
sure that all these girls are under 
proper supervision at trained public 
health nurses or health visitors after 
training? Has Government any idea 
how many of them are working 
under such supervision and how many 
of them are just let loose on the 
public with inadequate knowledge?

Shri Kannarkar: The idea is not 
to let loose anybody on the public. 
All the dais are undergoing training 
under the supervision of Health 
Visitors. That was our programme.

Mr. Speaker: I would only appeal 
to hon. Members that wherever any 
possible misconstruction can be put 
upon the language that is used, loose 
language may not be used.

Dr. Snshlla Nayar: I do not think 
there was any looseness in language. 
It is, I think, a simple English ex
pression. If they are allowed to go 
and work in the public without re
gular supervision then they are let 
loose on the public. However, if 
the...............

Mr. Speaker: The hon. lady Mem
ber was saying, ladies let loose on 
the public.

Dr. SushUa Nayar: I beg your
pardon, Sir. I wish to state this is 
not a laughing matter. I wish to state 
tfaait H inadequately trained people 
are allowed to practise in public, it

is letting them loose. However, if
you object to that, I  would withdraw 
the expression.

Mr. Speaker: As far as possible, let 
us not use such expressions.

Dr. Snshlla Nayar: What I want to 
know is not about supervision during 
training. But, after training. To 
the best of my knowledge a very 
large number of them are not under 
any regular supervision. Therefore,
I would like the Health Minister to 
tell us if he has any proposal that 
every one who is given this ' six 
months’ training is under regular 
supervision and how many of them 
have come under this scheme, if 
any.

Shri Kannarkar: As I said before, 
so far the scheme makes it that these 
dais will be trained under expert sup
ervision of Health Visitors. It is not 
as if I am sending somebody new to 
the villages. The idea is that there 
are midwives in the villages. Those 
of them that are willing to undergo 
training would be brought back after 
training for six months. Thereby they 
will be better off for the training. As 
I said, the idea is to equip them with 
better knowledge and a special equip
ment bag at a cost of Rs. 50 so that 
when they do their work they will 
be better than what they were before.

Shrimati Rena Chakravartty: How
many of the dais trained under the 
First Five Year Plan are still un
employed and what is the number to 
be trained under the Second Five 
Year Plan?

Shri Kannarkar: The hon. Member 
must know that this was not to create 
employment Already they are em
ployed in their respective villages. 
As I said before, no dais were trained 
under the First Five Year Plan by the 
State Governments with Central 
assistance. "We were prepared to 
give the assistance; but they did not 
take i t




