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Shri Dasappa rose—

' Mr. Speaker: This is at Durgapur. 1
can only allow Members who are near
Bengal.

Shri Dasappa: The question is whe-
ther it is a national institution. It
is going to be a Central institution,
and I want the hon. Minister to t:l
me whether admissiong to it will be
open to students from all the States,
and whether all the States would be
represented there.

Shri M. M. Das: 1 have already
stated that this proposal of the West
Bengal Government arising out of the
(Ghosh-Chandrakant report has not yet
been accepted by the Government
and no engineering college as recom-
mended is going to be established
just now. So, when the proposal is
accepted by the Central Government,
then that question will be decided.
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Shri S. M. Banerjee: May I know
whether it is a fact that the marching

song of INA.  Fgny e W@II AT
is going to be the marching song of
our Army?

Sardar Majlthia: There is one
marching tune to that effect. It is one
of them.

Grants to Rural Colleges in
West Bengal

*1227. Shri Ghosal: Will the Minis-
ter of Education and Scientific Re-
search be pleased to state:

(a) whether any grant has been
allotted to the Rural College of West
Bengal for their development under
Second Five Year Plan; and

(b) 1f so, the amount granted and wo
how many colleges?

The Minister of State in the Minis.
try of Education and Scientific Re-
search. (Dr. K. L Shrimali); (a) No,
Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

I would, however, like to inform the
hon. Member that the rural institute
has been set up at Shriniketan.

Shri Ghosal: May I know whether
the Government of India have got any
scheme to grant any money {o the
rural colleges that were established
under the dispersal scheme of the
Government of India, under which
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some loans were granted to these
rural colleges for their initial expen-
diture?

Dr. K. L. Shrimali: To the best of
my knowledge, the Government of
India have not set up any rural col-
leges as such. I have already said
that the Government of India under
one of their schemes had set up the
rural institute in West Bengal, that is
at Shriniketan.
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Shri Dasappa: May I know why
Government do not choose to start
more of these rural colleges and are
only confining themselves to the rural
institutes?

Dr, K. L. Shrimali: 1 would like to
inform the hon. Member that the
rural institute is a special institution,
and a special kind of experiment in
the form of a pilot project which is
being assisted by the Central Govern-
ment. The hon. Member would
remember that the University Educa-
tion Commission had recommended
the setting up of the rural university.
Later on, it was felt that instead of
settijng up rural universities, we
should only develop rural institutes.
It is from that point of view that such
institutions are being developed. As
far as the question of rural colleges
is concerned, that is, colleges situated
in rural areas, that is primarily the
responsibility of the State Govern-
ments.

Sbri 8. C. Samanta: May I know
whether in addition to the college at
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Shriniketan, any other rural colleges
have applied to Government for
grants and help?

Dr. K. L. Shrimali: I do not know
about West Bengal, but several other
States have approached us for start-
ing individual rural institutes. The
funds at our disposal are limited, and
we do not propose to expand the
scope of this scheme.

Shri S. R. Arumugham: May I know
whether the rural college at Coimba-
tore is affiliated to the Madras Uni-
versity?

Dr. K. L. Shrimali: The hon. Mem-
ber is referring again to rural insti-
tute It is not affiliated to any uni-
versity so far......

Shri 8. R. Arumugham: It is not an
institute; it 1s a college.

Dr. K. L. Shrimali: It works under
the National Council of Rural Educa-
tion. :

Mr. Speaker: Next question
Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know, 1f

Mr. Speaker: 1 have called the next
question. The hon Member is a pro-
fessor in a college. He must have
stood up eatlier.

Shri D. C. Sharma: I rose twice or
thrice, but I could not catch your eye.

Mr. Speaker: All right. What is the
hon. Member’s question?

Shri D. C. Sharma: The Minister
has stated that rural institutes are not
colleges. He has also said that we
are not gomg to have rural universi-
ties. If these rural institutes are nei-
ther colleges nor universities, then
what are they.

Dr. K. L. Shrimali: I would refer
to the hon. Member 0 e
report on higher education in
rural areas, a copy of which will be
available in the Library.





