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Shri Punnoose: The hon. Minister
:mentioned the areas where these in-
.dustries are going to be established.
.May I know the main considerations \
-on which the decision has been taken,
.and whether the industrial backward-
.ness of areas has also been taken into
-consideration?

Shri. Manubhai Shah: In location we
.go on mostly economic factors, but as
I have assured the House several
times, regional development also is an
:integral part of the Government of
India's policy.

Shri Tangamani: The hon. Minister
.stated that an aluminium industrial
.plant is going to be located in Mettur.
.May I know at what stage of con-
.struction it is now? I
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Brass, Bell-metal and Conch-shell
Industries

*375. Shri S. C. Samanta: Will the
Minister of Commerce and Industry
be pleased to state:

Shri Manubhai Shah: The steps
taken are that more or less all the
French and the American experts have

'visited the site and we have sent out
several samples of bauxite from the
Sheveroy hills for further analysis,

.and we hope some decision will be
itaken at an early date on them.
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(a) how much grant and loan has
been sanctioned to the State of West
Bengal during 1956-57 to help the
brass and bell metal and conch-shell
industries; and

(b) how much of the
amount is meant for the
raw materials?'

The Minister of Industry (Shri
Manubhai Shah): (a) A Grant of Rs.
19,0801-was sanctioned to the Goverh-
ment of West Bengal during 1956-
57 for the development of Brass and
Bell-Metal Industry and for the esta-
blishment of Research Laboratory in
West Bengal.

(b) No amount during 1956-57, but
the State Government were permit-
ted to utilize for this purpose the loans
of Rs. 25,0001- and Rs. 30,0001- san{!-
tioned in 1954-55 and 1955-56 respec-
tively. .

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know
whether the conch-shell industry
was not at all helped in West Ben-
gal, and if so, whether it will be
helped?

sanctioned
supply of



Shri Mnikhal Shah: It was help, 
•d. As a matter of fact, detail* of 
the small industries helped is natural­
ly left to the State Government and 
we do not prescribe which should be 
helped and which should not be help­
ed.

Shri S. C. Samanta: May 1 know 
whether any subsidy has been grant­
ed to any of these industries to save 
them from the competition of similar 
industries?

Shri Mannbhai Shah: Yes, Sir, but 
subsidy is not given directly in the 
price of sale, but indirectly by giv­
ing them better tools at concessional 
rates, in some cases completely free 
of charge, and in some cases by loans 
for working capital at very low rate 
of interest

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know 
whether complaints have been receiv­
ed by the Ministry to the effect that 
the conch-shells that are imported 
from Madras into West Bengal are 
not distributed according to the 
rules?

Shri Mannbhai Shah: No rules are 
laid down, but the Governments of 
Bihar and West Bengal—the two 
States where this industry is rather 
concentrated-^are trying to set up 
a common organisation for the dis­
tribution of the raw materials as well 
as for the taking off and the market­
ing of the finished products.

Pandit D. N. Tiwary: Are Govern­
ment aware that there is a very im­
portant conch-shell button industry 
in Bihar, but the factories are not 
getting sufficient raw materials to 
work for the whole year, and if so, 
may I know what arrangement has 
been made to keep them engaged for 
the whole year?

Shri Manvbhal Shah: Such a comp­
laint was received some time before, 
and we made enquiries from the 
Bihar Government. They assured us 
that they were taking all steps to see 
that the raw materials were provid­
ed, and if necessary, some financial 
assistance also.
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f  Shri Bharncha:

J ^  D* C. Shanna:
* 'j Shri Supakar:

I  Shri Bam Krishaa:
Will the Prime Minister be pleased

to state:

(a) whether it is proposed to instal 
a nuclear power plant for the genera­
tion of electricity;

(b) if so, what progress has been, 
made in that direction; and

(c) whether any blue print haa 
been prepared or any site selected for
it?

The Prime Minister and Minister 
of External Affairs (Shri Jawaharlal
Nehru): (a) to (c) The question of 
setting up one or more large atomic 
power stations to generate electricity 
i*» Under the active consideration of 
Go%eminent and it is hoped to take 
a decision before the end of the year.

Shri Naushir Bharncha: May I
know whether a breeder reactor will 
not bp absolutely necessary for power 
generation, and if so, whether any 
itep*> have already been taken to ne­
gotiate for such a breeder reactor?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Negotia­
tions for what’

Mr. Speaker: For the purchase of
<i reactor.

Shri Naushir Bharuclu: For a
breeder reactor.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehro: I do not
quite understand___

Shri Naushir Bharuclu: Unless It 
be that Government want to depend 
upon imported fuel for the purpose 
of Power generation, are we not go­
ing to be self-sufficient in the matter 
of nuclear fuel?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehrn: We are not
self-sufficient; we may become later 
on self-sufficient. We are not at pre» 
sent self-sufficient. We have got ooe- 
experimental reactor working, of tte-
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