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is supposed to have taken certain 
steps regarding Pakistani nationals 
resident in India Pakistan has taken 
tills step by  way of reciprocity. May 
I know how far the claim of Pakistan 
is justifiable?

The Prime Minister and Minister of 
External Affairs (Shri Jawaharlal 
Nehru): First o f all, I should not like 
to express an opinion till we have 
examined the authorised text of these 
things but, pnma facie I think that 
the criticism made m the Pakistan 
Press of some action we have taken 
must have been due to some mis
understanding, because we took no 
action except to register the Pakistani 
nationals, give them an opportunity of 
registration here so as to avoid diffi
culties which sometimes arise It is 
not an action against Pakistanis as 
such, and the action they have taken 
apparently goes much further
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Shri A. C. Guha: May I know if a 
Minister of the East Bengal Govern
ment gave a sort of public threat that 
m view of certain steps alleged to be 
contemplated by the Government of 
India they would take certain steps 
against Indian nationals in Pakistan7

Shri Jawaharlal Nehrn: I believe, 
Sir, that some rather intemperate 
speech was delivered.

Shri Bimal Ghose: I should like to 
know if any such proposed Ordinance 
would not be against the spirit o f 
some of the provisions o f the Indo- 
Pakistan Agreement9

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: As I said, 
w e  should like to see the Ordirtance

itself before expressing an opinion 
about it. It may well be what the 
hon. Member thinks.

Purchase o f Foreign Goods for 
Government Stationery Deptt.

•255. Shri Assar: Will the Minister 
of Works, Housing and Supply be
pleased to state whether the Supply 
Department are purchasing foreign 
goods for the stationery department 
and for various offices of the Govern
ment of India though Indian goods 
are available9

The Minister o f Works, Housing and 
Supply (Shri K. C. Reddy): No, Sir, 
unless for reasons o f extreme urgency 
or where unreasonably high prices are 
quoted by the indigenous manufac
turers

Shri Assar: May I know the amount 
that has been spent on the purchase 
o f stationery goods9

Shri K. C. Reddy: I have got the 
figures here for 1955-56 The total 
value o f stationery purchased was 
Rs 3,12,00,000 and the value of sta
tionery goods imported was 
Rs 9,93,087, roughly about 2 58 per 
cent

Shri Goray: What sort o f foreign
goods were purchased9

Shri Assar: In view of the foreign 
exchange position and nation-wide 
austerity dnve, may I know whether 
the Government will stop these pur- 
cases altogether9

Shri K. C. Reddy: I could not follow 
the question, Sir

Mr. Speaker: In view of the foreign 
exchange position the hon Member 
suggests that steps may be taken not 
to import any quantity from any
where

Shri K. C. Reddy: This matter is
receiving constant attention o f the 
Government In fact, the policy o f the 
Government is not to purchase im
ported goods wherever such stores are 
available from indigenous sources
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Several rules have been laid down in 
regard to this matter. Price prefer
ence is allowed on the merits o f each 
case ranging from 15 per cent, to 50 
per cent. In suitable cases relaxation 
in specifications is also made, and 
development orders are placed. There 
is an mter-xninisterial standing com
mittee which screens all the orders 
placed abroad. Indents for imported 
stores are thoroughly screened to 
ensure that such stores are not avail
able from indigenous sources. These 
are the various steps that the Govern
ment are taking, and it is the definite 
policy of the Government not to 
import goods which are available from 
local sources

Shrl Tyagi: What are the main items 
that are imported?

Shrl Goray: I also wanted to know 
the main items of stationery purchased 
from foreign countries

Shri K. C. Reddy: Special varieties 
of drawing and printing paper like 
paper litho, paper ferro prussite, un- 
sensitized thin white paper, printing 
paper, art paper etc, and stationery 
articles like drawing brushes, tracing 
cloth, drawing pencils, pens, stapling 
machines, etc
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