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Expert of Indian Pepper
*136. Shri Keshava: W ill the Minis

ter of Commerce and Industry be
pleased to state:

(a ) the quantity and the value of 
export of Indian pepper to the new 
foreign markets recently discovered, 
and

(b) the steps taken by Government 
to promote and augment this trade9

The Deputy Minister of Commerce 
and Industry (Shri Satish Chandra).
(a ) and (b ) A  statement is laid on the 
Table of the House [See Appendix I, 
annexure No 38]

Shri Keshava: May we know if Gov
ernment has taken any steps to in
vestigate into the causes for the fai
lure in some of the markets they have 
had m other countries before and 
whether any attempts have been made 
to improve them’

Shri Satish Chandra: Our markets 
developed to a considerable extent 
during war time, because supplies 
from other countries were cut off As 
production has again been established 
in several South-east Asian countries, 
they have become competitors in the 
world market

Shri Dasappa: May I  know whether 
the demand from foreign countries is 
not greater than what we can meet7

Shri Satish Chandra: The total world 
demand for pepper is about 70,000 
tons, out of which India is producing 
only 27,000 tons

Shri Dasappa: May I know what 
exactly is the amount that they are 
going to spend for the development of 
pepper in the next Five Year Plan’  
I  learn it is Rs 50 lakhs Have they 
got schemes to the tune of Rs 50 
lakhs from the various States7

Shri Satish Chandra: The Ministry 
o f Agriculture are responsible for the 
development of pepper production and 
the question may be addressed to them

Shri Tangamani: From the state
ment laid on the Table, wfe And that 
during 1955-54, the export to East

Germany was to the tuns at 
Rs 125,000, but it has been reduced to 
Rs 44,000 m 1956-57 May I know the 
cause for this fall7

Mr. Speaker: He has said it is due 
to competition from other countries

Shri Tangamani: So far as the other 
countries are concerned there has been 
a gradual increase

Shri Satish Chandra: The hon Mem
ber will note that tha-quantity export
ed in 1954-55 was only 18,000 tons and 
last year it was 15,000 tons The fall 
from Rs 125,000 to Rs 44,000 repre
sents the reduction in prices due to 
competition in the world market.

Shri Tangamani: May I know whe
ther this export trade will be taken 
over entirely by the State Trading 
Corporation7

Shri Satish Chandra: There is no 
such proposal except that trade with 
the East European countries is gene
rally canalised through the State Trad
ing Corporation

Shri Jaipal Singh: In view of the 
serious competition in the world mar
ket, may I  know what special steps 
Government are taking to pepper up 
the popularity of Indian pepper7

Shri Satish Chandra: Recently a 
development council has been set up 
for this purpose and it sent a delega
tion to Europe We got some orders 
and there are possibilities of develop
ing the trade further Proper publi- 
city campaign is proposed to be orga- 
msed in U S A  and European coun
tries for popularising Indian pepper 

Trichar Radio Station 
t

f  Shri Warrior
*137../ Shri Kunhan:

Shri Maniyangadan:
Will the Minister of Information and 

Broadcasting be pleased to State-

(a ) whether the attention of Gov
ernment has been drawn to the unsa
tisfactory nature of the service from 
the Trichur Station of A ll India Radio 
due to the lack of a studio attached 
to the Station, and
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(b) whether Government will consi
der the desirability of establishing a 
studio at Trichur?

The Minister of Information and 
Broadcasting (Dr. Keskar): (a) and
(b ). Yes, Sir. There is, however no 
regular station of A ll India Radio at 
Tnchur. The unsatisfactory nature of 

.the service is not due to the transmit
ter, but due to bad condition of the 
telephone lines which carry the pro
gramme from Trivandrum to Tnchur 
Efforts are being made in co-operation 
with the P. &. T. to improve the quali
ty of these lines

Shri Warrior: May I know whether 
there is any speciai telephone line con
necting Kozhikode, Trivandrum and 
Tnchur stations’

Dr. Keskar: Mo

Shri Warrior: May I know whether 
the Government have any idea of hav
ing special telephone lines7

Dr. Keskar: We would certainly like 
to have special telephones and we have 
placed demands for it But, due to the 
paucity of materials with the Posts 
and Telegraphs, it is not certain whe
ther we will be able to get such lines

. Shri Warrior. In view of the vaga
ries of the climate in that region, may 
I  know whether the Government pro
poses to have a smaller studio at least 
in Tnchur’

Dr. Keskar: It is not conducive to 
better programmes o f  co-ordination 
to have a number of studios at diffe
rent places Co-ordination of pro
grammes becomes very difficult How
ever, I might inform the hon Member 
that we are trying to see which loca
tion of the main studio would be best 
so as to give the best service to Ke
rala.

Safety Measures in Coal Mines
*138. Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: Will

the Minister of Labour and Employ
ment be pleased to refer to the answer 
given to Starred Question No 234 on 
the 22nd May, 1957 and state:

(a ) whether the High Power Com
mission to enquire into the safety 
measures in Coal Mines ha* since been 
appointed;

(b ) if so, who are the members; and

(c ) whether any time limit has been 
fixed for the submission o f the report?

The Deputy Minister of Labour (Shri 
Abid A ll): (a ) No

(b ) and (c) Do not anse.^

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: Last session, 
the Minister told us that he would 
move in the matter soon May I know 
when a decision is likely to be taken?

Shri Abid A li: Afterwards it was
thought that it may not be necessary 
to appoint this Commission because 
safety measures in mines have been 
tightened up and the situation has 
improved considerably since then

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: Does it mean 
that the Government have given up 
the idea of appointing a Commission?

Shri Abid Ali: Not completely
tfivf'h up At least, at present, we 
do not propose to appoint one
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