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Bezwada to Masuiipatam and Gudi- 
vada to Bhimavaram on the Southern 
Railway into a broad gauge line;

(b) the estimated cost of this con
version,

(c) between what sections of the 
line the first phase of the work will 
jommence, and

(d) when the work of conversion ia 
proposed to be undertaken?

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
(Shri Shahnawas Khan): (a) Yes,
Sir This project is included in the 
Second Five Year Plan

(b) to (d) This will be known 
after the Survey Reports are receiv
ed and examined

Shri Balxama TKrishnatoh: My name 
has wrongly been put as ‘Krishnaieh’ 
m the Question It should be 
‘Balarama Krishnaiah’.

Mr Speaker: All right
Shri B S. Murthy: May I know 

whether a survey is now being con
ducted’

Shri Shahnawas Khan: The survey 
in respect of Gudivada-Bhimavaram 
line has been sanctioned

Shri T V. Vittal Rao* May I know 
whether there was any survey or any 
engineering report before it was in
cluded m the Second Plan?

Shri Shahnawas Khan: The survey 
of the line which I have just men
tioned was sanctioned on 19th Feb
ruary 1957 and estimates had been 
called for

Shri T B. Vittal Rao: When do you 
hope to receive the survey report*

Shri Shahnawas Khan: We hope to 
get it fairlv soon But it is difficult 
to give any definite date

Shri T. B Vittal Rao: Since this 
line is extending to a length of 111 
miles, may I know whether Govern
ment can undertake this work dur
ing the Plan period?

Shri Shahnawas Khan: We will do 
our best subject to the availability 
of material

Battwajr Baa*
(Rajasthan a d  gaarasbtn)

*M» Shri J R. Mehta: Will the 
Minister of Railways be to
state:

(a) whether Government have so 
far considered the advisability of fhe 
integration of the metre gauge sys
tems in Rajasthan and Sauraahtra 
into a single zone In the interest o f 
efficiency as well as economy; and

(b) if not, whether Government 
propose to consider it now?

Hie Deputy Minister o f Railway* 
(Shri Shahnawas Khan): (a) and
(b) Formation of a separate rail
way zone by integrating the metre- 
gauge systems oi the 'Northern and 
Western Railways traversing Rajas
than and ex-Saurashtra States it not 
considered necessary, but a more ra
tional integration of the metre gauge 
systems of the two Railways is under 
examination

Shri J. R Mehta. May I know 
whether, with the single exception of 
Uttar Pradesh, which is m a special 
geographical position, there is any 
other State in which two metre-gauge 
systems work side by side under 
different administrations7

Shri Shahnawas Khan* As the hon
Minister made it very clear the other 
day, our object is to serve the whole 
country irrespective of State 
boundaries It is a sheer coincidence 
that too metre-gaugc systems in one 
State are under two different ad
ministrations

Shri Kasliwal. In view of the fact 
that the poit of Kandla is going to 
be tin spearhead of imports and ex
ports in Sauiashtra and Rajasthan, 
may I know what spccial steps the 
Government are taking to facilitate 
transport in Rajasthan and 
Sourashtra7

Shri Shahnawas Khan: The hon
Member may put a separate ques
tion

Shn Harish Chandra Mathar: May
I knew what is the nature of the
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proposal which is under considera
tion to bring together the metre- 
gauge systems and whether this con
sideration has been necessitated by 
the new situation arising out of the 
development of Kandla?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: I am sorry
I cannot give you the nature of re
organisation which is under con
sideration That will be given after 
we have considered the thing. It is 
not customary to give out the plans 
which are under consideration. We 
consider all these aspects in view of 
■the changing pattern of traffic As 
the traffic increases, we have to 
-change our plans accordingly.

Shri T. N Singh: May I know
whether the rational integration of 
the metre-gauge system only is con
sidered by the Railway* as unecono
mic and unbalanced and whether a 
mixture of the broad-gauge and the 
metre-gauge alone can bring about a 
more economic unit9

The Minister of Railways (Shrl 
J&gjivan Ram): That is a matter of 
opinion But I will not categorically 
say that the metre-gauge system by 
itself will not be an economic unit
II can be; but it all depends upon the 
pattern of the traffic in that area I 
take the hon. Member’s suggestion, 
but I do not agree with the view 
that only a mixture of broad gauge 
and metre gauge can be economical
ly run

Shri T. N. Singh: Is it true that the 
goods traffic carried on the metre 
gauge, because of the capacity of the 
wagons as such----

Mr. Speaker: Are we going to dis
cuss this matter exhaustively now? 
The hon. Member is giving informa
tion, and making suggestions. He is 
not eliciting any information.

Shrl T. N. Singh: I am asking
whether there is already a record
ed opinion in the Railway Board it
self about the non-feasibility of the 
metre gauge itself as an economic 
u n it  That is the information I want.

8hrt iagjtvan Hum I have already 
stated that I do not agree with that 
view, that a metre gauge system can 
never be an economic unit. It all 
depends upon the traffic that we
develop on that section.
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Some Hon. Members: In English
also.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members must 
try to learn Hindi also.

Shri Narayanankutty Menon: We
are trying to learn but we have not 
yet succeeded.

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: (a) The re
port of the Committee is still awaited.

(b) Does not arise.
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