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Government to take up other bridges. 
For trus Bridge, thf! estimated cost 
is Rs. 2.21 lakhs. 

Shrl Kunhan: May I know whether 
the Government has any proposal to 
include the Neendakara bridge in the 
'l'hird PIan? 

Shrl Jagjlvan Ram: Yes. That 
would be included in the Third Plan 
llst. 
~ in Booghly 

01040. Shrl Raghunath Smp, Will 
the Minister of Transport and Com-
mDDicatfOns be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that West 
Bengal Government haVe urged Cen-
tral Government to bear the expenses 
for Improvement of shipping condi-
tions in the Hooghly river; and 

(b) if sO, the reaction of Government 
thereto? 

The MinIster of Transport and Com-
mDDications (Shrl Jagjtvan Ram): (a) 
Yes, Sir. 

(b) The suggestion is being examin-
ed. 
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Shrl Prabhat Kar: There are so 
many important aspects. 

Mr. Speaker: The question who will 
bear the expenses is the most material 
thing-the Central Government should 
bear. 

8hri Prabhat Kar: Not only the 
question of bearing expenses. 

Shrt Indrajit Gupta: In this con-
nection I would like to know whether 
the Government is considering that 
the Hooghly river should be treated 
from the point of view of national 
economic importance as a national 
highway because it is a Sea-way along 
which 2 million tons of coal and 
several million tons of other cargo t.ave 
to move. 

Shri Jagjivan Ram: The question of 
treating any waterway as a national 
waterway depends on the declaration 
of that waterway as such, provided 
further that the waterway passes 
through more than one State. Water-
ways generally are in the State list. 
A decision has not been taken to treat 
the Hooghly as a national waterway. 
It will require consultation with the 
State Government. I do not know 
what the reaction of the State Gov-
ernment wilJ be. 

Shri Prabhat Kat"! So far as difft-
culty in shipping is concerned, it is a 
long standing grievance and things 
are worsening every day. How long 
will it take for the Central C'revern-
ment to decide exactly what steps have 
to be taken to expedite implementa-
tion of the scheme? 

Shri Jagjivan Ram: I do not in-
tend to m1nimise the importance of 
the Hooghly river not only for the 
economy of West Bengal but for the 
economy of a large area of hinterland. 
A proposal has recently been rE'Ceiv-
ed. It will be examined from that 
aspect. It is not only of West Bengal 
importance, but it is of importance 
more than to West Bengal. 

Erosion by River Boogbly 

+ 
0 1042 [Dr. Saradish Roy: 

'\.. Shrl Dinen Bhattacharya: 

Will the Minister of Irrigation and 
Power be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware 
that serious erosion of the banks of 
the River Hooghly near Calcutta is 




