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Cuitivation of Bamana

( Shri Warier:
\_ Shri Vasudevan Nair:

Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have re-
cently taken any measures to encour-
age banana cultivation (Malabar
variety): and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
tare (Shri S. K. Patil): (a) and (b).
The following measures have been
taken by the Kerala Government to
encourage the cultivation of Malabar
variety of banana:

161.

(i) Research is being carried out
for increasing the production
by cultural, manurial and
plant protection measures;

(ii) A scheme for eradicating the
Bunchy Top disease of banana
and for supplying disease-free
suckers to cultivators is under
implementation.

(iii) Fertiliser demonstration are
being arranged for popularis-
ing the application of optimum
doses of fertilisers in order to
increase the yield of this
variety.

(iv) Survey work has also been
started for assessing the
acreage and vyield of this
variety of banana.

Overtime by Telegraph Operators

162, { Shri Birendra Bahadur Singh:
1\ Sbri Bhagwat Jha Asxad:

Will the Minister of Transport and
<Communications be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
telegraph operators in Delhi put in
two hours of overtime every day;

(b) whether since last month, the
“fate of transmission of messages by
them has been increased from 23 1o
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(¢) what sare thé circumstances
warranting such a situation; and

(d) whether Government have
since considered and taken action
on the report of the Telegraph En-
quiry Committee?

The Minister of Transport and
Communications (Shri Jagjivan Ram):
(a) Overtime duty is performed by
some telegraph operators as and when
required

(b) No.

(c) Does not arise.

(d) Yes.
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