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SUOIIT NO'rICB ~TIOJI8 

Genetics and Biometry BeIIeareh U!lit 
ill Calcutta 

+ 
J Shri Prabhat Car: 

S.N.Q. 14. \.. Shri B. N. MukerJee: 

Will the Minister of Scientific Re-
search aDd Cultural Affairs be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether his attention has been 
drawn to a letter published in "Amrit 
Bazar Patrika", Calcutta edition, 
dated the 30th May, 1962, from the 
world-renowned scientist, Professor 
J. B. S. Haldane; 

(b) whether the statement regard-
ing the Genetics and Biometry Re_ 
search Unit in Calcutta at page 16 of 
his Ministry's report for 1961-62 was 
incorrect; 

(c) what is the present position 
regarding the said research unit; 

(d) whether it is a fact that Prof. 
Haldane had no intimation of his 
appointment as head of the Unit; and 

(e) if so, the reasons therefor? 

TIle Minister of Scientific Research 
and Cultural Affairs (Shri IlUmayun 
Kabir): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) No, Sir. 
(c) to (e). Orders appointing Prof. 

Haldane as Head of the Genetics and 
Biometry Unit as from 1st November 
1951 were issued on 30th Novem-
ber, 1961 and Prof. Haldane has drawn 
his pay ending April. 1962-1 may add 
that the first pay was drawn on 6th 
December, 1961-and desired to draw 
his pay quarterly in the future. 

A senior Scientific Officer Grade I, 
a Junior Scientific Officer and sup-
porting personnel have also been 
apPOinted. A provisional programme 
of research has been indicated by 
Prof. Haldane. 

Shri Prabhat Kar: May I quote a 
part of that letter in which this is 
what he has said? 

Mr. SlM!8ker: HII mipt qUote, but 
tt II infonnation that has to be sou,ht 
from the hon. Minister. 

Shri Prabhat Kar: It has been stated 
in the letter-

"I would be most interested to 
know the address of this institute." 

He is supposed to be the Head of this 
Institute. 

Mr. Speaker: He is drawing his 
salary from the Government. 

Shri Prabbat Kar: May I know 
whether after this letter was written 
Professor Haldane has been contacted 
by the Ministry of Scientific Research 
to know about these things? 

Shri Bumayun Kabir: It is the 
Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research which is involved in this. 
For the hon. Minister's information .... 

Mr. Speaker: Not hon. Minister but 
hon. Member. 

Shri Bumayun Kabir: I am sorry. 
For the hon. Member's infonnation I 
may tell him that these complaints 
of Professor Haldane are written on 
letter head which has the following: 

"Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, Genetics and 
Biometry Research Unit." 

Shri Hem Barua: May I know whe-
ther the attention of the Government 
is drawn to a news item together with 
a picture saying that Professor 
Haldane had to convert one of his 
bathrooms into a laboratory ..... . 

An Hon. Member: Ofl'ice. 

Shri Hem Barua: Not in to an office 
but into a laboratory, because the 
Ministry has not provided him with 
the necessary premises or building for 
the office or for anything? 

Shri Humayun Kablr: My hon. 
friend should remember that I have 
not got an Alladin's lamp. He was 
appointed as from the 1st November, 
1961. He wanted a particular house. 
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That house h .. been ac:qWred aad 
pouession gf the house was liv- liD 
us in lI4arch 1962. Repairs are bem. 
carried out there accordin, to the 
desire of Prof_ llaldane himIelf. In 
the mean time Profesaor Haldane IBid 
that he would like to carry on work 
in his own house. Whether he carries 
it out in a batM.oom or in a drawm. 
room is his concern. 

Shri Prabhat Kar: May I know 
whether the hon. Minister's attention 
has been drawn to the recent state. 
ment given by Professor Haldane on 
the lOth June which has appeared in 
the Statesman? There are Professor 
Haldane has said: 

" .... he read in the newspapers 
that his unit had been provided 
with office accommodation at the 
Indian Institute of Biochemistry 
and Experimental Medicine, Cal· 
cutta. He had received no com-
munication from the concerned 
authorities about this." 

8hri Humayun Kabir: I have just 
now told the hon. Member that we 
have letters from Professor Haldane 
in which he acknowledges that he has 
received his salary. He has indicated 
that he wishes his salary to be paid 
in future in a different way. He has 
written to us that he wanted to pub-
lish papers in the name of the Unit. 
He has participated in some confer-
ences as a representative of the C.S.I.R. 
I cannot say anything more. 

8hri Prabhat Kar: Sir, the han. 
Minister has completely misunder-
stood the statement. As I have read 
out, Prof. Haldane has said that he 
has read in the newspapers that his 
unit has not been provided with office 
accommodation and that he has no 
accommodatIOn. The hon. Minister is 
talking of his salary. 

Shrl Rumayun Kabir: If it will 
satisfy my hon. friend I will tell him 
that the office accomu{odation has also 
been provided in the Indian Institute 
of Biochemistry and Experimental 
lledicllle. 

QalC11Ua.Apa1ala ~ IenIIe 

+ 
IoN q Ii f SIlrI Dasaratha Deb: 

'. • '\. Shri alren Dutta: 

Will the Minister or TrIJuIport b. 
00mm1lllieatiODll be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware 
that essential goods are being held up 
at Calcutta Which were booked to be 
transported to Agartala due to short-
age of cargo-planes since the last week 
of May, 1962; 

(b) if so, what is the reason for 
sudden reduction in the number of 
flights; and 

(c) what steps Government propose 
to take to overcome these difficulties 
immediately? 

The Deputy Minister in the MInis-
try of Transport and CollllllllDicatlons 
(Shri Mohiuddin): (a) to (c). The 
Indian Airlines Corporation have 
reported that it has not been possible 
for them to meet the demand fully 
for the carriage of freight between 
Calcutta and Agartala during the latter 
half of May 1962 due to shortage of 
freighter aircraft and bad weather. 
They have added that the position 
had imprOVed since the 28th May, 
1962 and is expected to improve 
further in a week's time when one 
more aircraft is likely to become 
available for operation. 

Shri Dasaratha Deb: What is the 
number of cargo planes that are re-
quired in that sector and what is the 
total number of cargo planes that 
operate daily? 

Shri Mohiuddin: I may state that 
during the period from 20th May to 
5th June 1962 the number of flights 
operated was 73. If you compare this 
figure with that for the correspond-
ing period in 1961, that is from 20th 
May to 5th June 19:':. the con'es-
ponding figure last year was 72. 

Shri Dasaratha Dell: May I ':now 
the total quantity of goods in terml 
of kilograms or maunds which has 
been held up at Calcutta at preI8IT 




