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(b ) to (d ) Question does not arise.

Klse of Fooderain Prices in Orissa

*1340. Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: 
W ill the Minister of Food and Aetl-
culture by plcasL^ to slate:

(a ) whether attention of Govern
ment has been drawn to the recent rise 
in prices of foodgrains particularly of 
rice in Orissa and acute .shortage of 
supply at some places;

(b ) w<hether the Centra] Govern
ment have ascertained tacts regarding 
this abnormal situation; and

(c ) what steps. i£ any, have been 
taken in the matter?

The Parliamentai'y Secrelary to the 
Minister of Food and Agriculture 
(Shri Shindc): la ) to (c). There has 
been some rise in prices o f rice in 
Orissa and it has been ascertained 
from the State Government that in 
some parts of coastal districts of 
Cuttack, Balasore and Phulbani the 
market .supplies have been somewhat 
sbort of the demand. The State (Jov- 
ernment are moving to these areas 
stocks of rice available with them in 
the surplus districts, and di.slribution 
of rice through retail shops in these 
Eireas of coastal districts is being 
1 iberalized,

Shri Siirendranath Dwivedy: Is it
not a fact that rice sells at Rs, 2 per 
seiT ji.i th(.’S(' a i'ca .s, nnct thiR i?; due to 
the fact that most of the rice and 
p.iddy is  exported to West Bengal on 
account of the food ^one, resulting in 
KhortaRp of supply and increase in 
prices’

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry 
of Food (Shri A, M. Thomas): There 
has been some rise in the price of ricc, 
to the extent o f about Rs. 4 per maun;!

compared to wha; was e'tisting to
wards the beginning of thi.; year. But 
this rise is, to a certain extent, a cor- 
ruclive. becausc after the fortiiotion of 
[he Zone and after the bumper crop in 
West Bengal, there baa been a fall to 
En extent which we did not I'eaily 
w;irt. In fact, the Stite G 'ne; iimer.t

î  rushing stocks to areaa where prices 
ore high. It has got dbout 13.000 odd 
Ions of rice in its posseaL,ioii. Fair 
crice shops have bein  opeiicd in these 
ateas and distributinn is made.

Shri Surendranath D wlv«dy: Is it a
fact that people w^iit paddy but there 
it no slock o f  p j d d y  with the State 
Government? If so. are the G overn ' 
ment of Indiii 10 giv= tlitm
naddy?

Shri A. M. Thomas; It is not correct. 
The stock of 15 tons nKludcs p^iddy 
also.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: How
much of it is paddy and how much 
rice and w-hat is the shortage"'

Shri A  M Thomas; A substantial 
quantity is in paddy.

Cultivation of Sea-Island Cotton

'1341, ,Shri Warinr:
\  Shri Indrajit Cupti:

W ill the Minister of Food and Apri-
cuiture be pleased to state:

(a ) whether it i.̂  a fiict that Govern
ment have decided to abandon all 
schemes to encourage cultivation of 
Sea-Island cotton; and

(b ) if so, the reasons therefor?

The Minister of State in the Minis
try of Food and Agricuilnre (Dr. Ram 
Subhag Singh): (a ) No.

(b ) Does not arise,

Shri Warior: Is i! ;i fact that the
fielri staff engaged in Sea-Island cotton 
culiivution has been served with notice 
of disharge and the entire stafT is
nou' wifho^.]! job"*

Dr. Kam Subhag Singh: No, it is
nol currc£'t. Jn Kerahi, I he cultiva- 
tioii of Sc:i-l?iland t'otlon is not pro- 
vi]i.y so ,4UL'ccssfu]. The^efor^^ it is 
piaiined to extend this scheme to other 
Stall's where it i-an be sucfe.wfully 
tirown.

Shri Warlor: May I know whether
GoviTiimcnt have ascertained the




